

Complete official text of 
the Oberammergau passion-play 

Joseph Alois Daisenberger, Frances Manette Jackson 




HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




THE BEQUEST OF 

EVERT JANSBN WENDELL 

CLASS OP 1882 

OF NEW YORK 

1918 



/ 




Jos. Alois Daisenber^er, 

for many years the director and the revisor of the present version'of the Passion Play. 

Born May 30" 1799 in Oberau, 
died April 20" 1882 in Oberammergau. 



Google 



Complete Official-Text 



of the 



Oberammepgau Passion Play. 



From the manuscript of the very Rev. 
J. A. Daisenberger and published for the first time. 



The only complete official text in the English language. 
Published with the special peimisbioa of the Community. 



Dialogue 

Translated bi? prances C&anelle Sacl^son. 



1900. 

Published by Georg Lang sel. £rben 

Obera mmergau. 

Agent in Munich : Carl Aug. Seyfried & Comp. 

Munich, Schiller Stnisse 88, 



I 



Copyriglit seenred 
All rights reserved. 

^^^^^^^ 



\ 



Cist of tbe principal performers 

of tbe 

Passion pU}^. 



Ghristus 

John 

Peter 

Judas 

Maria 

Magdalena 

Gaiaphfts 

Annas 



Anton Lang. 
Peter Rendl 
Thomas Rendl. 
Johann Zwink. 
Anna Flunger. 
Bertha Wolf. 
Sebastian Lang. 
MartinOppenrieder. 



Pilate 

Nathanael 
Rabbi 
Joseph of 

Arimathaea 
Nicodemus 
Herode 



Disciples: 



Sebastian Bauer. 

Greg.Breitsamter. 
Andreas Lang. 

Andreas Braun. 
Wilhelm Rutz. 
Rochus Lang. 



James (he elder Mathias Dedler. 



Matthew 
Philip 

Bartbolowew 

Thomas 

Andrew 



Josef Albrecht. 
Tobias Zwink. 

Josef Rutz. 
Anton Mayr. 
Alois Gerold. 



Jaimes the less Benedict Klncker. 
Thaddaens Josef Kurz. 
Simon Mart. Hohenleitner. 

Captain Anton Rartl. 

Simuo of Gyrene Jakob Bieriing. 



Clioragus Josef Mayr. 
Singers (Liuardian Angels). 
Leader of the Chorus Jakob Rutz. 



S opr ani: 

Mathilde Rutz. 
Lucie Lang. 
Ludovika GindiiaiL. 
Maria Gerold. 
Maria Kiach, 
Maria Zwink. 
Maria Klamer. 
Katharina Reiser. 
Paulina Funk. 
Anna Komtheaer. 



Contral ti: 

Maria Scballer. 
Josefa Steidele. 
Josefa Breitsaiiiler. 
Lnise Rendl. 
G&cilie Gerold. 
Klara Hohenleitner. 
Anna Leehner. 
Ottilie Zwink, 
Theres iiulz. 
Emma Wolf. 



E»*:v..^» ■.•.= ■: > wu<..bi*.Qi8itK©d by. Gt;»'^v^ 



— 9 — 



Tenor: 

Anton Lechner. 
Ladwig Pfanzelt. 
Domimkus Schileher. 
Georg Geissler. 
Oskar Zwink. 
Paul Mayer. 
Korbioian Cbrista. 



Bass: 

HansL Mayr. 
Anton Bierling. 

Otto Man^jold. 
Heinrici; Gebhard. 
Peter Kdpt. 
Ludwig Wolf. 



Conductor of the Play Burgomaster Jos. Ev. Lang. 



Conductors of Music 



Ferd. Feldigl, Scholmaster. 
Eduard Lang. 



Manager Ludwig Lang, Head of the School of Carving. 



Days of performance^ 

Generat Rehearsal Sunday 20. May. 

Thursday (Ascension 

day) 
Sunday 

Monday (Whit monday) , 
Sunday , 
Saturday (StBenno*) 
Sunday 
Sunday 

Friday (Peter & Paul) 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Wednesday 
Sunday 
Sunday 



the 24. May. 
27. „ 
4. June. 
10. 
16. 
17. 
24. 

29. 
1. July. 
8. 
15. 
18. 
22. 
29. 



n 
»» 
»» 

79 

n 



»» 
»» 
n 

n 



Sunday 

Wednesday 

Sunday 

Wednesday (Assum- 
sion of the virgin) 
Sunday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Sunday 

Saturday (Birth of the 

virgin Mary) 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 



n 
n 



» 
n 

n 
n 
11 
i» 
11 



5. August 
8. 
12. 



St 



15. 
19. 

25. 
26. 
2. Septbr. 



» 

M 

5» 



8. 
9. 
16. 

23. 
30. 



11 
11 
11 
11 
11 



When on any of the above days the number of vi-i is is greater than 
can be accomodated in the Auditorium, the Play will be repeated, in full, 

the day lollowing. 

at 8 a. m. Ends at 5 p. 



m. 



From 11.30 A. m. to 1 P. m. mission. 



♦) Festival for the Bishopric of Mu'tich. 



bigiiized by Google 




From a Photograph by Carl Schnell, Munich. 



BUrgermeister Joh. Lang of Oberammergau. 
Director of the Passion Play. 
Itom Dec. 14th 1835. Died June 17th 1900. 

(The last Photograph taken of the deceased.) 

Published by Carl. Aug. Seyfried Sc Comp., Munich. 




Prelude 



Enter Chorus and having taken up position, 
Ihe Choragus (Leader of Chorus) intones and sings s 

Bow yo down in Holy wonder 

By God's curse oppressed race; 

Peace to thee ! From Zion ^2:race once more. 

Not forever lasts His antrer, 

The olfended One, — His wrath is ever just! 

"1 demand not", thus speaks the Lord, 
"The sinner's death! I will 
Forpive him, — he shall live 
My Son's own biood shall now atone for 

him." 

Adoration! praise! tears of joy to Thee 
0 Btemal] 

First Tableau. 
. Expnlnon from Paradise. 

Chorus: 

Mankind from Eden's Grove is driven! 
By sin be-ni^hted and in dread of death 
His way unto tlie Tree of Life is bai-red. 
Where with flaming sword in hand the 

Cherubim keeps guard. 

Yet from afar, from Calvary's height 
A morninji^ ^deam shines through the night; 
From out the Tree of Life there blow 
Breezes of Peace, throughout the world. 

•God of Mercy! Sinners to redeem, 
Who wickedly Tliy law hath scorned, 
To take the curse from them, thou giv'st 
Thine Only Son, e*en unto death. 

2* 
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PROLOGUE. 

Welcome, Welcome to all, whom here the tender love 
Of the Saviour irnites, mourning, to follow Him 

On His Journey of Suffrino; 

To the place of His burial-rest 

Who from far and from near, all here have come today 
They all feel themselves now, joined in brothers love 

As disciples of one Lord 
Who has suffered death for all. 

Who Himself gave for us, with compassion and love 
Even to bitter death. To Him let us lift up 
Our gaze, and our hearts too, 
With love unfeigned and gratitude. 



Up to Him let us lift all our thoughts and our souls, 
Pray with us, yea with us pray, as the hour comes, 
That the debt of our sacred 
Vow we pay to the supreme God. 



Second Tableau. 

Adoration of tlie Gross. 

Eternal! hear thy children's stamm'rtng 

prayer. 

Hear too, the voice of heart-felt thanks I 
They, who at the sacrifice assemble, 
In holy veneration worship Thee. 

Follow the Atoner now heside 
Until He His rou^^h and thorny path 
Hath fully trod, and in fiercest strife, 
Bleeding, fought for us, and gained release. 



I i^ .o i-y Google 



Part I 



From Christs entry into Jerusalem to his arrest in the Garden of GeUisemene. 



Act L 

The entrance into Jerusalem. Amid the shouts and exultations of the people Jesu^ 
enters Jemmlem. He drive$ the money changers and those that buy and sell 

out of the temple. The return to llethany. 



I. Scene. 

Men, women and children — then Christ and the Apostles, followed by a multitude 
of people, cross the back of the stage pass fhroogh the right side scene then 

down to the middle of the proscenium. 

Chorus: 

Hail to Thee! Hail! 0 David's Son! 
Hail to Thee! Hail! Tlie Fatlier's throne 

Belongs to Thee 
Who Cometh in the name of God, 
Whom Israel onward throngs to meet, 

Thy praise we sing! 

Hosanna! He Who now in Heav'n dwells 
All ^^racious blessings pour on Thee. 
Hosanna! He Who reiiLrns above 
Preserve Thee for us evermore. 
Hail to Thee, etc. 

Blest be the realm and folk of David, 
Restored a^^ain unto their own! 
Ye nations bless, praise and exalt 
The Son alike unto the Father. 
Hail to Thee, etc. 

Hosanna to our kingly Son! 
Resoand afar through all the air 
Hosanna! On the Father's throne 
Reign He in fullest majesty! 
Hail to Thee, etc. 
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If. Seeiie. 

The Same — Priests and Pharisee's — The temple traders. 

Christ. V^hRt do I see here? Thus is the house of my Father 

dishonored! Is this the house God or is it a Market 
place? Shall the strangers who come from the lands 
of the Gentiles, to adore God, offer their devotions 
amongr this crowd of money-changrers ? And ye Priests, 
Guardians of the Sanctuary ! Ye look upon this abomination 
and suher it? Woe unto you. He who searches the heart 
knows wherefore ye tolerate and further this disorder. 

The Tr€tders, Who is this Man? 

The People, It is the great Prophet from Nazareth in GaUlee I 

Christ (advances towards the buyets and sellers) Away from 
this place, servants of mammon! I command you, take 
what is yours aud leave this sacred place! 

Moses, Woe is me! I cannot endure his gaze! 

Ephraim. Let us go, that iiis wrath destroy us not. (The two 
with draw steaTithy, the others tarry.). 

Joshue, Why troubles t thou these people? 

Scuiok. How canst thou forbid them what the High Council 
allows ? 

Ezekiel, All here is for sacrifice as commanded by the Lord. 
Booz* Can we offer no longer sacrifices? 

Christ, Without the temple there is room enough for your 
business. "My house", says the Lord, shall be called of all 
nations, the house of prayer — But ye have made it a den 
of thieves. (Overturns the tables.) Away with all of 
these ! 

Aydidaus. This concerns thee not, thou darest not do it. 
Kore, My money! Ah my money! 

Dathan. My doves ! What shall I do I 

Abrion. My vessels of oil are overturned! Who will repay 
the loss! 
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Christ, (having made a scourge of small cords raises it 
threatingly or bigh). Away! I will that this profaned 
place shall be again restored to the worship of my Father 
(The traders with draw, some full of fear, others with 
threatening gestures.) 

Stidoc. Tell us, by what autliurity doest thou these things? 

Anton, By what miracle showest thou, that thou hast autho- 
rity to do these things? 

Christ. Thou demandest miracles? Yea, one shall be <^iven 
thee. Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up. 

Rabbi, What boastful, insolent talk ! 

Anion und Ezekiel. (niuckingly). Fourty and six years was this 
temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three 
days? (During this the people come forward crying) 

The Children, Hosanna to the Son of David! 

The People, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord! 

Rabbis, Hciiest thou, whai these say? 
Dariabas, Forbid them to do it! 

Christ. ^ I say unto thee, it these should hold their peace, the 
stones Vould cry out. 

The Children. Hosanna to the Son of David! 
The Pharisees, Silence, you simple, foolish people! 

Christ. Have ye never read, out of the mouths, ot" babes and 
sucklings thou hast ordained praise? What is hidden from 
the wise is revealed unto babes — And thus is the scrip- 
ture fulfilled The stone which the builders rejected, 
the same is become the head of the cbmer. The king- 
dom of God shall be taken from you and given to 
a nation bringing forth the fruits there of. But that Stone, 
whosoever shall fall on it shall be broken, but on 
whomsoever it shall fall , it will grind him to powder. 
(The Priests and Pharisees speak thogether, some mocking, 
Si)me threatening.) Come m}' disciples, I have done what 
my Father commanded me to do, 1 have defended the 
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honour of his house. Darkness remains darkness, hut in 
many hearts the Li<rht will soon come — Let iis fr<) into 
the innercourt of the temple and pray unto the Father. 

People and Children. (Goin^ before and following after) 
Hosanna to the Son of David I 

Pharisees, Will ye be silent, ye worthless ones! 

Children and People, Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord — Hosanna in the highest. 

Josaphat. Ye shall all go to destruction with Him! 

Children and People. Blessed be the Kingdom of David which 
has come again. 

III. Seene. 

Priest, Pharisees certftin of the people. 

Nathanael (standing in front of the people who would follow). 
Those who hold to our fathers, Abraham Isaac and Jacob, 
stand by us — Upon all others the curse, the curse of 
Moses ! 

Tiie People (who have remained). Why did ye not seize 
Him — is He not a Prophet? 

PtoUmuieus. Awy with such a Prophet! 

Arciielaiis. He is a false teacher! An enemy of Moses! An 
enemy of the Law of our fathers! 

Naihaniiel, Ye blind people I What, ye will follow this inno- 
vator, the despiser of our holy rites? Will you forsake 

Moses and the Prophets and your priests? Do you not 
fear to be crushed by the curse that has been pro- 
nounced against the faithless — This will be poured out upon 
you and your children if you go after this Seducer and 
do not follow your teachers and priests. Children of 
Israel! Will you cease to be Gods chosen people? 

The Peopi' We do not wish that — Far from it that we 
should forsake Moses and the Prophets! 

Nathanael, Who is authorized to proclaim God's laws? Are 
not the Priests the authorized, established teachers of the 
Law. To whom is commited the charge of watching over 
the purity of the doctrine? Is it not the holy Sanhedrim 
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of the people of Israel? To whom should you listen, to 
us or to this man who, with arrogant pretention, proclaims 
himself the founder of a new law? 

(During this speech some of the people leave and 
follow after Jesus — the rest remain and cry) : 

The People: We listen to you, we follow you. 

Sadok. The God of our fathers will bless you for this. 

Nathan ael. Away then. This man full of deceit and false 

doctrine must perish. 

The People. Yes, yes, we will stand by you. Moses is our 
Prophet. 

IV. Scene. 
Enter Ibe traders and their followers. 

Traders (behind the scenes). This affront will not remain 
unpunished — Come, revenge, revenge I 

Dathan. He shall dearly pay tur liis audacity! 

The Traders (coming nearer). Revenge, revenge! 

Priests and PJiarisees. Ha! revenge! Cries of revenge are 
heard in the streets. 

BoQiB. Money, oil, salt, doves — he must pay for all! 

The Traders (entering)* Where is he? We will be revenged 
upon him. 

Joshue, He has gone away. 

Abrtou. We will follow him. 

Traders. He will not escape our vengeance! 

Nathanael. Stay friends. The folluvs-ing of this man is at 
present too large. There might be a dangerous encounter 
which the blood thirsty Romans would bring to an end 
by the use of their swords. Trust us ! Leave all to our 
guidance. This transgressor will be sure to receive the 
punishment he merits. 

Priests and Pharisees, With us and for us, that is your only 
safety. 
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Sadok, His fall is near. 
All. And near our victory I 

Traders and People, With you, for you, we will take him 
by force! 

NaihanaeL We will go at once to the Sanhedrim to make 
known what has taken place today. 

Traders. We will go with you — We will have satisfaction! 

Nathanael. Come in an hour to the Entrance court at the 
Hig;h Priests. I will bring your complaint before the 
Council and plead it earnestly. At the right hour I will 
call you. (Priests and Pharisees depart.) 

Traders and People (moving away). Moses is our Prophet — 
our Law-giver ! Awa\^ with all others. For the Law of 
Moses we will die ! Praise be to our fathers ! Praise be 
to our fathers God! 



Act IL 

The Plot of the High Council. 
PROLOGUE. 

Up from nether most hell, now all the spirits come forth, 
Which from Creations dawn, stubbornly have rebelled. 

And forever have discord 
Sowed against the Divine. 

Not the ties of blood, nor the Covenant of the Creator 

Is to the boundless liate still sacred, that this fiend kindles 

To turn the faith of maiilcind — 

Turn brother against brother. 

Thus it rears up itself, e'en in the priestly band; 

Arrogant human might striving 'gainst Christ tiie Lord 
And they blindly believe that 
The are fulfilling Gods law. • 
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See Him, ready to drink, drink from the cup of sorrow 
For now the serpentbrood, leaged by the love of gain, 
Seek with envy and spite 
To bring Him to speedy ruin. 

First. Tableau: 

Tbe Sons of Jacob Con«pire againit Joseph. 
Genesis XXXV It. 

Chorus: 

The sinful wretclM's; now are j^one — 
In full light the iiideous shape uncloaked — 
The mask of virtue from sin h features 

torn. — 

On crime and malice hent, 
"Qp, let us think on vengeance^', wild they 

cry; 

"Let us begin tbe long determined plot.'* 

Second Tableau: 
Joseph cast into the Pit by bis Brothers. 

C h o r u s : 

Open Thy sanctuary to us, 0 Lord ; 
Old times present to us deceiver s plans : 
As gainst Joseph did .Jacob's sons conspire 
So shall ye ol this fiendisii brood, 
Full soon for Jesu's death and blood 
The fierce, revengeful outcry hear. 



Second Tableau. 

Joseph Cast into the Pit by his brethern. 

See there, the dreamer conies: 
"Does it behoove him", loud they cry 
"To rule ns as a King?'* 
Away with this fanatic! 
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"Hal there in lliat deep pit 
May he his plan unfoia." 
Thus for the Just One's blood 
Thirsteth that murderous hord. 

*'He !8,»* they cry, *'a^ainst us; 

Our honour is at stake 
To him all are devoted 

They follow us no more." 
Come and let us slay him 
None are here to save 
Let us all insist upon it, 
Joseph must not live." 

0 God, destroy this evil band, 
Wiio against Tiiee now rise up 
And to murd'rous leajfue, in scorn 
Of Thine only Son, swear faith. 
Almiifhty, let on them Thy terror fall 
Let Thy righteous anj^er bum, 
Take vengeance on the culprits all, 
Strike them down Into the dust! 

Ko! never came He to destroy 
From the Father's Majesty. 
Sinners shall through Him inherit 
Pardon, grace and endless joy. 

Humbly then we here adore 
. The great plan of Thy dear love, 
We Thy children, 0 oar God. 

The High Priests and Scribes take Council together how they may get Jesus into 

their power. 



I. Scene. 

Cai&phas, Annas, Six Priests — Pharisees. 

Caiaphas, Worfliy Priests! Fathers and Teachers of the 
people. An extraordinary event is the cause of this 
extraordinary meeting today. Hear it, from the mouth 
of our wise and worthy Brother. 
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NatJianael. Am I permitted, wise fathers to speak first? 

Ezekiel and Joshue. Speak, worthy Priest! 

NatJianael. You will not be astonished, fathers that you have 
been called into Council at this late hour. Then it is 
but too well known to each of you, weitJ^hing heavily upon 
the heart of each, — the shame we have this day wit- 
nessed witl^ur own e3"es. You have seen the triumphant 
entry of this Galilean into tho streets of our Holy City. You 
have heard the Hosannas of the infatuated people* You 
have heard, and some have witnessed how this man 
usurped the dignit}^ of the High priests and had the effront- 
ery to rule as master in the hoh^ temple of Jehovah. — 
What is lacking to the entire overthrow of all our nati- 
onal customs and ecclesiastical rites ? One step further, 
and the holy Law, given by God to Moses, is put aside 
by the heresy of this deceiver. The statutes of our 
fathers are despised. The fasts and cleansings are abolis- 
hed, the Sabbath profaned, Gods Priests devested of their 
office, and the holy sacrilice at an end. That will come ! 

All. True, unfortunately most true ! 

Caiaphas. Yes, and more also. Encouraged by the success 
of his ambitious plans, this man will declare himself King 
of Israel ! Then there will be discord in the land and 
rebellion against the Romans ; and these will not delay 
to come with their armies to destroy our people and our 
Land. Woe to the Children of Israel ! Woe to the Holy 
City! Woe to the temple of the Lord. If this evil is 
not stopped while there is yet time. But let us hasten. 
The responsibility rests with us, friends and brethem, 
with us, the Guardians of Sion. Today we must take a 
firm resolution and carry it out with-out delay and with- 
out swerving. — Are you in favor of this? 

All. Yes, we are ! — 

Amiel. A barrier must be placed against the acts of this seducer 
of the people. 



Caiaphas. Tell us plainly your opinion, how this can be 
accomplished. 
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Rabbi Archdms. If I am permitted to express my opinion 
bpenly, I must admit, that we are partly to blame that 
this has gone so far — we — by our forebearance and 
indecision — Too mild measure were taken against this 

threatening evil. 

What did we win by our discussions with him — Of 
what use was it that we entangled him with questions, 
that we proved his transgressions from the doctrines of 
the fathers, his violations of the l.aw? — yes of what use 
even was the anatiiema pronounced against all those 
who recognized him as the Messiah ? — worthless trouble! 
They turn from us ! The world is gone after Him ! This 
is the result of our half measures — If we are to be rid 
of this Galilean, some thing must be done at once; what 
should have been done long ago! 

We must seize him and imprison him. This is the 
only way to destroy his power. 

All. Yes, this must be done — we are all of one opinion. 

Sadoc, If he is once in a cell, with drawn from sight, this 
credulous people will no longer be taken in by his pre- 
possessing presence and the charm of his discourse ; they 
will gape at no more miracles, — he will soon be for- 
gotten and we will breathe freely again. 

Salorno. In prison darkness he can let his light shine, and 
to the bare walls declare himself the Messiah sent by 
God to defy the Priesthood witli insulting words. 

Josapkat, Long enough has he misled the people and turned 
them against the laws of our forefathers, long enough 
he has insulted our greatest teachers, has denounced our 

pious ceremonies as vain show; the strict virtue of the 
holy order of the Pharisees he has branded as hypocracy. 
Let him suffer in chains for his contempt of the holy 
teachers and Priesthood. 

Ftoloiiiay. That will make a strong impression upon his 
followers, and will cool their enthusiasm, when he, who 
proclaimed their freedom, lies in fetters. 

Annas. Now, venerable Priests and teachers, a gleam of 
comfort and joy shines in my heart, that T behold your 
unanimous resolution — Ah, an unutterable sorrow 




i 



31 — 

weighed upon my soul at the onward progress of the 
heresy of this Galilean. By my <xrey hairs, should I Hve 
to see the destruction of our holy laws ! But now I do 
not despair! The God of our fathers still lives and is 
with us. When you, fatliers of the people, taking couragre 
boldly intervene, standing lirmly together, steadily follow- 
ing this one purp(jse, our safety is near. Take courajj^e 
then, and he the deliverers of Israel. Undying fame will 
be 30ur reward. 

AIL We are all agreed. 

Cerson, The faith of our fathers shall not perish. 
Ossiel. Israel must be saved! 

Caiaphas. All honour to your unanimous resolution, worthy 
Brethern. Now let us take Council how we can most 
surely get this Imposter into our power. 

^abifilii. To take him now, during the feast would be hazardous. 
Who would dare to seize him in the temple or in the 
public street, sorroimded as he is by a crowd which he 
has inspired with enthusiasm, and at this time, when the 
infatuation of thousands of people has reached the 
highest point We might ourselves bring about the 
uprising of the people, which we wish to prevent. 

Hzekiel. Yet it must be done at once. This matter admits 
no delay. Shall we sit still waitin<y until after the feast? 
What if, during the feast, he should raise a tumult among 
the people. It might so happen that after the feast we 
should tind ourselves in the place we had destined for him. ♦ 

Salomo and Saras, No tarrying! No delay. 

Joshue, We dare not seize him openly now. We must take 
him by subtilty, and secretly -One could spy out where he 
passes the night. There our men could fall upon him, and 
without being seen, imprison him where he never again 
should see the light of day. 

Nathanael. Some one can easily be found to trace the fox to 
his hole if the Sanhedrim see fit to oifer a suitable reward. 

AIL We are all of one mind. 
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Nathanael, Without doubt excellent service might be rendered, 
as informers, by the men whom the Galilean humiliated 
before all the people today by driving them, with a scourge, 
from temple. 

They have always been Strict observers of the law. 

Now they thirst to be revenged on this man for his 
unheard of encroachment upon their privileges and for his 
shameless treatment of them. 

Annas, Where are they to be found? It is most desirable to 
make an agreement .with them. 

Nathanael. They are already in the outer court. Tliey informed 
me immediately after the event that they would enter a 
complaint before the Sanhedrim. I promised them to plead 
their cause before the Holy Sanhedrim. 

Caiaphas. Worthey Priest, notify them that the High Coun- 
cil will hear their complaint. Let them enter. 

Nathanael. It will be a joy to them and useful to us. (Exit 
Nathanael.) 

II. Scene. 

The same, without Nathanael. 

Caiaphas, The God of our fathers has not get withdrawn 
his hand from us. Moses still watches over us. If we 
can succeed in gathering only a small groupe of men from 
the people, who will stand fast by us, 1 will no longer fear. 
Friends and Brothers! Let us be of good courage! Our 
fathers look down upon us from Abrsmam's bosom. 

Ezekiel and Joshue, God bless our High Priests 1 

III. Seeite. 

The same. NathanaeL The Traders. 

Nathanael. High Priests and chosen teachers! These men, 
worthy of our blessing, appear before this assembly, to 
-make complaint against the well known Jesus of Nazareth, 

who insulted them today in the temple in the most un- 
heard of manner and has done them great harm. 

Dathan, We pray the High Council tho see that we get 
satisfaction. 
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EpJiraim. The High Council should grant our demands. 
SaniueL You shall receive satisfaction. 
The Pharisees. We promise it to you. 

Kore. Did not the entire Council permit us to sell in the 
court of the temple all things required for sacrifices? 

Sadoc. Yea, that we did. Woe to those who disturb you in 
this right ! 

Booz. And this Galilean has driven us, driven us out with a 
scourge ! 

Abrion, And he over-threw the table of money and set free 
the doves ! 

Traders. We demand satisfaction. 

Caiaphas. The law decrees that you have satisfaction. Your 
loss will be made good to you from the temple treasury. 
But that this offender may be duly punished we will 
require your aid. What can we do, so long as he is not 
in our power? 

Esron. He comes daily into the temple. There it would be 
easy to arrest him and carry him off. 

Caiaphas. That will not do. You know he has a large follow- 
ing of excited people and there might be a dangerous 
uproar among them. — He should be brought secretly 
into our power. 

Booz. This would be easiest done at night. 

Caiaphas. If you could discover where he withdraws for the 
night he could soon be secretly brought into our hands. 
Then you would not only have the joy of seeing him 
punished for the harm he has done you, but you will 
receive a just reward. 

Nathanael. Yes, and you will render a great service to the 
Holy Law of Moses if you assist in putting down this 
enemy of the law. 

Traders. We will not fail to do it. 

Ephraim. We will spare no pains to discover his nightly 
abiding place. 

3 
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Dathan. 1 know one of his followers through whom I could 
learn his whereabouts if I could offer him a suitable 
reward. 

Caiaphas. When you find him, make all the necessar}' pro- 
mises in our name; but lose not a moment, that before 
the great feast, our end may be attained. 

Annas. Observe the deepest silence. 

The Traders. This we pledge you. 

Caiaphas. And if, my good men, you \s uld have your desire 
for revenge thoroughly satisfied , spare no pciins to 
influence many others with the fervent zeal that burns 
in you. 

Ephrairn. Since the occurence we have not lost a moment 
and have already gained many of our friends and rela- 
tions to our side. 

Moses, And we will never rest until we have incited the 
whole people against him. 

Annas. Thereby you will receive the thanks of the High 
Council. 

Caiaphas. Publicly, you will then be honoured before all the 
people, as you were publicly humiliated by this arrogant-man. 

Kore. We will give our lives for the Law of Moses and for 
the holy Sanhedrim! 

Caiaphas. Then may the God of Abraham guide you and 
bless all your steps. 

Tradera. Long live Moses 1 Long live the High Priest and 
the Sanhedrim! 

Kore (in leaving). To day the Galilean may end his role. 

IT. Scene. 

The same without the traders. 

Caiaphas. As though strengthened by sweet sleep, I live 
again. With such men as these we can accomplish our 
purpose. Now we will see who will triumph. He — with 
his followers, to whom without ceasing he preached 

X. 
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love — a love that included publicans and sinners and 
even the Gentiles — or this multitude of people that we 
are letting loose upon him, filled with revenge and hate. 
On which side Victory will rest there can be no doubt 

Annas. This Victory will be vouchsafed us by the God of 
our fathers! In my old age 1 could almost leap for joy I 

Caiapkas. Let us disperse, comforted by the expectation of 
speedy Victory. Praised be our fathers! 

All. Praised be the God of Abiaham, Isaac and Jacub i 



Who with steady vision looks through the veil of the 

Future, sees now nearing the lowering tempest, 
Which yet threaten! y gatliers to burst with vengeance. 
Upon His head. 

Tarrying still in the midst of this own loved circle 
To these dear friends He hath spoken the word of parting; 
A word, alas that deeply the loving mothers 



See how full of sorrow Tobias' mother 
Gazing still on the son of her heart, departin 
And in streaming tears pours out her sorrow 



Even so weeps the mother of Gods Best Beloved 
When she beholds her loved, her divine Sun goinp^ 
With resolute step to His fate to wipe out by His death 



The sins of mankind. 

First Tableau: 
The departure of Tobias from his home. 

Ghoras: 

What a bitter grief, 0 friends, 
Agonized the mother's heart, 
As, guided by Raphaels hand 
Tobias, — at his father's word, 
Hastened to a foreign land! 




Soul has wounded. 



And tenderest love. 
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With a thousand woes and sighs, 
Oft Oil iier beloved she calls: 
*'Corae, ah, come, and tarry not. 
Light and comfort of my soul, 
Happy, soon, retain agrain! 

Ah, Tobias, dearest one! 
Haste thee to mine arms aj^ain, 
Tobias, son! with thee alone 
Can my heart a^ain content 
Joy in fairest happiness. 

Comfortless she now laments, 
Never of existence glad, 
Till a briti^lit and blissful hour 
To his mother's breast once more 
Her beloved son shall bring." 



See the spouse in the Song of Solomon lamenting; 
She weeps, she laments for the missing Bridegroom. 
She weeps and searches and has no repose till she 
Find the object of her affections. 

More tranquil the pain in the soul of Mary. 
Her heart is, indeed, pierced as with a sword, 
But she bears the wound with pious resignation, and 
Never loses her trust in God. 



The lamenting bride of the cantic'es with eight daughters of Jerusalem. 
Solo: 



Whither is he gone, 0 whither? 
Fairest of the sons of men! 
Ah, mine eyes run o'er with weeping - 
Tears of tender love for him. 

Come, O come, return again 1 
See my ever-flowing tears: 
What, belov d! dost thou delay 
To thy dear heart to clasp me? 
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PROLOGUE. 



Second Tableau: 
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Everywhere I look for thee, 
Seek for thee In every place, 
With the Ban's first ray of light 
Hastes my heart to meet thy steps. 

Ah! what feel 1! my beloved! 
With what anguish breaks my heart! 

Choriis of Daughters of Jerusalem: 

Beloved companion, comfort take! 
Thy own again will come to thee. 

0 wait, dear maid, he quickly comes, 
And claps thee to bis heart again : — 
No cloud can ever darken more 
The bliss of that re-union. 

Both Choruses: 

0 come into mine arms, 0 come! 
And clasp me to thy heart again; 
And no cloud ever darken more 
The bliss of that re-uoion! 



Christ at Bethany. The anointment by ^f ary-Magdalena, whereat Judas munners. 
Christ takes leave of His Mother and friends at Bethany. 



Christ. Ye know, m}- beh)ved disciples that after two days 
is the feast of the Passover. Now let us visit for the last 
time our friends in Bethany and from there go up to 
Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the Prophets 
concerning the Son of Man shall be accomplished. 

Philip, Is the happy day really near at band, when the King- 
, dom of Israel will be re-established ? 

Christ. The Son of Man shall be delivered unto the Gen- 
. tiles and shall be mocked and spitefully entreated and 
spitted upon ; and they shall scourge Him and put Him to 
death; and the third day he shall rise again. 

Jolm. Master what dark and fearful words thou spcakest to us 
— How can we unterstand them — Explain them to usl 



I. Sct'ue. 
Christ and the twelve disciples. 
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Christ, The hour is come that the Son of xMan must be 
glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth albne, 
but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit Now is the 
judgment of this world: Now shall the Prince of this 
world be cast out And I, if I be lifted up from the eartii 
will draw all men unto me. 

Thaddetis, What does he mean by this? 

Sinwn, Why does he liken himself to a grain of com? 

Andrew, Lord ! Thou speakest at the same time of humilia- 
tion and glorification, of death and rising again, of shame 
and victory. I cannot in my own mind, unite all these. 

Christ, What now is dark as night to you, will be made as 
clear as day. I have told you this that you may not 

despair, what ever may come to pass. Believe and hope! 
When the tribulation is passed then you will see and 
understand. 

JTiomas, Master 1 I cannot comprehend what you say of suf- 
fering and death. Have we not heard throucrh the Frophets 
that the Messiah will remain forever. Thou, that can 
raise the dead, willt not die ! 

And what can thine enemies do to thee? A word 
from thee and all are destroyed. 

Chnst. Thomas! Pray for the counsel of God, for that 
which you canst not fathom. For yet a little which tiie 
Light is with you. Walk while ye have the Light lest the 
darkness overtake you. 

AIL Lord abide with us! Without thee we are as sheep 
without a shepherd. 



II. Seene. 

The Mme. Simony then Lazarus Martha and Mary Magdalena. 

Simon. Best of teachers! Welcome! What joy that you 
have not despised my bidding but honour my house with 
your visit — My friends I greet you all! 

Christ, Simon ! For the last time I can enjoy your hospita- 
lity with my disciples. 
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Simon. Lord! say not so! Oft ma}' the tranquil Bethany 
shelter thee from the cares of life. 

Christ, Behold! our friend Lazarus! 

Lazarus. Lord! conqueror of death! Lifcgiver! 1 see thee 
once again ! I hear the voice that called mc from the 
grave. — (He lays his head on the masters breast). 

Magdalena, Master! 

Martha, Master welcome! 

Christ, Gods blessing rest upon you! 

Martha. Wilt thou, Master, vouchsafe to me the happiness 
of serving thee ! 

Magdalena. Thou wilt not despise my offering of love and 
thankfulness ? 

Christ. Do, good souls what you purpose to do. 

Simon. Best of teachers! Tarry not to enter under my roof 
and to refresh thyself, thou and thy disciples with meat 
and drink. Come ye also my friends. 

IIL Scene. 

A room in Simon's house. 

Christ. Peace be upon this house! 
Disciples, And all that dwell thereien. 

Simon. Lord, all is prepared. Seat thyself then at table 
together with the}" disciples. 

Christ. Let us then, beloved disciples accept thankfully the 
gifts that the heavenly Father hath bestow^ed upon us 
through Simon his servant. (All seat themselves.) 

Ah Jerusalem, would that my coming were as welcome 
to thee as to these, my friends 1 But thou art stricken 
with blindness! 

Lazarus, Yes, best of Masters, the scribes and Pharisee^s are 
watching covetously, if thou wilt come for the great feast, 
to Jerusalem, and are planning they destruction. 

Simon. Oh stay here! iiere there is safety. 
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Peter. Lord^ it is good to be here. Stay here in the quiet 
retirement of this liouse, served by those who trul}' love 
thee, until the threatening storm is overpast. 

Christ Away from in6, tempter! Thou savourest not of the_ 
things that be of God, but the things that be of men. 
Can the reaper rest in the shade when the harvest is 
ripe? The son of Man, came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to la^ down his life a ransom for 
many. 

Judas. But master, if thou layest down they life, what will 
become of us? 

The Disciples. Ah, then all our hopes are destroyed! 

Christ. Be comforted ! T have power to lay down my life 
and I have power to take it up again. This command- 
ment I iicive received from my father. 

Magdalene, (With the box of precious ointment and going 
towards Jesus) Master ! 

Christ, Mary ! 

Thomas, What a exquisite fragrance! 

Bartholomew, It is the pure, precious spikenard. 

Tkaddeus, Never before was such an honour shown to our 
master. 

Judas, Why this waste? The money might have been 
better spent. 

Thomas, So it appears to me. 

Christ. W'Tiat do you say amoncr \nurselves? Why blame 
her for what she did out of gratitude and love. 

Judas. To pour out this costly ointment! what waste! 

Christ, Friend Judas ! look at me I This, on me, thy master, 
waste ! 

Judas, But master! I know that thou lovest not useless 
expenditure. This ointment might have been, sold for 
much and given to the poor. 




i 
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Christ. Judas, thy hand upon th}' heart ! Art thou moved 
only by pity for the poor? 

Judas. It might have been sold for three hundred pence — 
What a loss for the poor and for us! 

Christ, The poor ye have always with you, but me, ye have 
not always. Let her alone, she has wrought a good work 
upon me. She is come aforehand to anoint my body to 
the burying. Verily I say unto you wheresoever this gosple 
shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also 
that she hath done shall be spoken of, for a memorial of 
her. Let us arise. (To Simon.) Thanks to thee, kind 
man for the hospitality. The Father will reward thee! 

Simon, Speak not of thanks, good master. I know and will 
ever remember all that I owe to thee. 

Christ. Tt is time to go from hence. Ye dwellers uf this 
hospitable home, fare ye well. My disciples, follow me! 

Peter. Lord, whereever thou wilst, but not to Jerusalem 1 

Christ. I go where my father calls me. Peter, if it pleases 
thee to remain here, thou canst ! 

Peter, My Lord and Master! Where thou stayest, I will 
stay; where thou goest there will I go also. 

Christ. Then come! (All leave, Christ going in advance. 
Martha and Mary Magdalena follow weeping ; then Lazarus 
and Simon, then the disciples.) 



Christ, (to Magdalena, Martha and the others) Remain here, 
dear friends. Once more farewell 1 Dear tranquil Bethany ! 

Nevermore will I linger in your peaceful valley. 
Siwon. Dearest master wilt thou really depart from here. 
Magdalena. Ah, I have forbodings of fearful tilings 1 Friend 

of my soul ! My heart, my heart cannot part from Thee ! 

(Falls at his feet). 

Christ. Arise, Mary I The night is coming, and the storms 
of winter are near and boisterous I But! — be comforted! 
in the dawn of the morning, in the garden of spring thou 
shalt see me again. 



ly. Scene. 

(The foregoing appear on the stage.) 
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Lazarus. Oh my friend, my benefactor 1 

Martha. Thou comfort and joy of my heart I Ah thou goest, 
never to return? 

Christ* It is my father's will. Beloved where I am, I carry 
ye in my heart and where ye are my blessing will be 
with ye. 

Farewell ! f As Christ is leaving, he is met by his mother 
and her companions.) 

V. Scene. 

The same. Also Mary the mother of JesitSi 
Salome, Johanna, Mary ClL'0|)hafi. 

Mary. Jesus, my beloved son, with tender yearning I hastened 
with my friends to see thee once before thou goest away, ah I 

Christ, Mother, I am on the way to Jerusalem. 

Mary. To Jerusalem ! There is the temple of Jehovah where 
once 1 carried thee in my arms to oifer thee to the Lord. 

Christ. Mother, the time has come when the will of the 
Father must be fulfilled and I must offer myself I am 
prepared for the sacrihce the Father requires of me. 

Mary, Ah! I foresee what this sacrifice will be. 

Mary Magdalena. Oh dearest mother ! How greatly we wished 
to keep the best of masters with us. 

Simon, But his resolution is firm. 

Christ, My hour is come. 

Disciples. Then pray to the Father that he will let it pass by. 

The women. The Father will hear thee, as always. 

Christ, My soul is troubled; and what shall I say: Father 
save me from this hour? But for this hour came I into 
the world. 

Mary. O Simeon I Simeon ! venerable man 1 Now will be 
fulfilled what once thou didst prophesy to me. A sword 
shall pierce thine own soul also. 

Christ. Mother, the will of the Father has ever been 
sacred to thee. 
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Mary. And ever will be. I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
What He requires of me, that will I bear with patience. 
But one thing, my Son, one thing I beg of thee. 

Christ. W'luu rc4uirest thuu, my Mother. 

Mary. That I am go with thee in to the fierce stauggle of 
suffering, that I may go even to death with thee. 

John, What love! 

Christ. Thou wilt, dear mother, suffer with me; thou wilt 
combat with me my death comhiit, and with me shallt 
thou celebrate the Victory. Theretore be comlorted. 

Mary, O God ! give me strenght that my heart may not break. 

The women. Ah 1 best of mothers, our tears fall with thine. 

Mary, Then, my beloved Son, I go with thee to Jerusalem. 

The women. Dear Mother, we will go with thee. 

Christ. Thou mayest go up hither, but rest now with our 
friends from Bethany — I commend to thee, faithful, 
friends, my beloved mother and the companions with her* 

Simon. Oh, thuu leaves t to us the sweetest pleage of thy love. 

Magdalena, After thee, none is. dearer than thy mother. 

Lazarus. If only thou, beloved master, coulds remain here also. 

Christ. Comfort ye one another. After two days ye may set 
out togetlier on the way towards Jerusalem, to be present 
on the great day of the feast. 

Mary. As thou wilt, my son. 

Women, Ah how sadly for us, the hours will pass when thou 
art far from usi 

Christ. Mother, mother! for the tender love and maternal 
care with which for three and thirty years, thou hast 
surrounded me, receive the ardent thanks of thy Son. The 
Father calls me. Farewell, beloved mother! 

Mary, My son, where will I see thee again? 

Christ. There, dear mother, where the Scriptures will be ful- 
filled : He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and he 
opened not his mouth. 
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Mary. Ah God — Jesus my son — thy mother ! 

« 

All tite Wmnen, Oh dearest mother! 

Disciples. Ah what calamity awails us all. 

Christ. Do not surrender in the first combat. Stand fast by 
me. (Exit.) 

Disciples, Yea, Master^ fast by thee — with thee, and fot 
thee. (They follow Jesus.) 

The WoDien and Lazarus. Oh our beloved teacher! 

Simon. The blessing of my house I Come now beloved mother 
vouchsafe also to enter into my house. 

Magdalena, Oh what a privilege we esteem it. 

Martha, To have the mother of our Lord with us 1 

. Lazarus, Ye too, beloved, come to us. Our Sorrow and tears 
we will mingle together. 

AIL Ah would that the beloved Teacher might return. (They 
enter the house.) 

Act IV. 

The last journey to Jerusalem. 

PROLOGUE. 

People of God, behold, thy Saviour is near at hand I 
The long promised One is come, is come at last to thee. 
Oh hear Him, follow His leading 
Blessing and life unto you he is bringing. 

But blind and deaf remains vain Jerusalem, 
Thrusting away the hand lovingly held out to her. 

Therefore the Highest from her His face has turned — 
So leaves her to sink down to destruction. 

Queen Vashti once disdaining to attend the royal feast, 
Enraged there by the king wlio swore to banish her 

From his presence and to choose a 

Gentler soul for his consort. 
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Thus too win the synaofoooie, also he thrnst away, 

From her will the kingdom of God be taken and instrusted 

Unto another people who 

Shall bring forth the fruits of rightesness. 

Tableau. 

Yashli rejected and Esther choseu Queea 

Chorus: 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, awake! 
And know what yet belongeth to thy peace: 
But waverest thou — the time of vengeance 

comes 

Unhappy one ! with awful blow it strikes. 

Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 

Return thee to thy God! 
Scorn not, with evil moekeryi 

The warning call of grace; 
That not, unblessed one, on thee 
In measure full one day be poured 

The angei- of our God most High! 
But ah, — alas! the prophet-murd'ress, 
With evil mind she rushes on. 

Therefore, tims saith the T.oi-d. 

This people 1 will have no more. 

See Vashti — see the proud one is cast 

out^ 

Showing God's purpose for the Synagogue. 

"Remove thee now from off my throne, 
proud Queen! deserving not the crown," 

Thus Aiiasuerus speaks in wrath. 
"Thine, fairest Esther, thine it is 
This day beside the King to reign, 

Here chosen for the royal throne." 

"The time of *rrace hath pass'd awayj 
I will cast out this prond nation, 

Even as I live," thus saith the Lord. 
"A better people I will choose — 
Espoused to me for ever more, 
As Ahasuerus Esther chose." 




— 46 — 



Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 
Ye binners! hear tlie word of God. 

Even still would ye find grace. 
Destroy from oat yoar inmost hearts 

The leaven of your sins. 



Christ goes with his disciples towards Jerusalem. He weeps over the City. SoikIs 
two of his disciples to prepare the Passover lamb. Judas meditates the betrayal 

of his Master. 



John, Master see what a magnificent view of Jerusalem, from 
this point! 

Matthew. And the majestic temple! What stones, what a 
stately building! 

Christ Jerusalem! Jerusalem! If thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day the things which belong 
unto thy peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes. 
(Jesus wept.) 

Peter. Master wherefore art thou so sorrowful? 

Christ. Ah Peter, the fate of this unfortunate City goes 
to my heart. 

John. Master, tell us what will be this fate ? 

Christ. The day shall come upon thee, that thine ^emies shall 
cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round and 
keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy children with in thee; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon another. 

Andrew. But why will this sad fate come upon the City ! 

Christ. Because she knew not the day of her visitation. Ah 
the murderess of the prophets will even put the Messiah 
to death! 

AIL What a dreadful deed ! 

James. God forbid that the city of God should charged with 
this curse! 



1. Scene* 

Christ and his disciples. 
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John. Oh dear iWaster. for tlic sake of the bol}- City, fur the 
sake uf the temple uf jehuvah, I pray thee go not thitlier- 
so that the opportunity may not be given to evil doers to 
fulfil this most dreadful calamity ! 

Peter, Or go thither and reveal thyself in thy glory that the 
good may rejoice and the evil doers tremble. 

All. Yes, do so! 

Philip, Crush down thine enemies! 

All. And establish the kingdom of God among men! 

Christ. Children, what \e desire will be accomplished in due 
time. But my ways are ordered by my Father; and tlius is it 
spoken of the Lord: My thoughts are not your thoughts 
nor your ways my ways. Peter! 

Peter, What wilt thou, Lord? 

Christ. Today is the first day of unleavened bread on which 
the law commands the passover be kept Ye two, thou and 
John go before and prepare the Easter lamb that we may 
eat it this night. 

Peter and John, Where wilt thou, Lord, that we prepare! 

Christ, When ye have entered into the city, there shall a 
man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water, follow him into 
the house where he entereth in, and ye shall say to the 
good man of the house: The Master sayeth unto thee: Where 
is the j^uest chamber where I shall eat the passover with 
my disciples ? And he shall shew you a large upperroom. 
furnished; there make ready. 

Peter and John. Thy blessing, dearest master, (both leave). 

Christ. God's blessing be upon you. 

II. Scene. 

The Same excejit I'cter and John. 

Christ. Follow 3'e me for te last time into my Fathers house. 
Today go ye with me. To morrow — 

Judas, But Master, permit me : If you will really leave us, make 
some provision for our future. See this, there is scarcely 
enough for one day more. 
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Christ, Judas, be not more troubled than is necessary. 

Judas, What a good thing it would be if we had the value, use< 
lessly wasted, upon that precious ointment ! Three hundred 
pence. How long we might have lived on this without 
anxiety. 

Oirist. Ye have never lacked anything, and believe ye never 

will kick. 

Judas, But master, when thou art no longer with us, friends 
will desert us and then. 

Christ, Friend Judas, beware that the tempter does not over- 
come thee! 

AIL Judas, do not trouble the master. i 

Judas, Who will provide, if I do not? Have I not charge of 

the money ba^, by order of the master? | 

Christ, Thou hast, but 1 fear. — • 

Judas, And I fear too, that it will soon be empty and remain 
empty. 

Christ. Judas, forget not my warning! Now let us go. I de- 
sire to go into the bouse of my Father (Exit with his 
disciples, except Judas^. 

HI. Scene. 
Judas alone. 

Judas, Shall I follow him ? I have no longing to do so. The 

bearing of the master is inexplicable. His greats deeds i 
led us to hope that he would reestablish the Kingdom | 
of Israel. But it will never be, he does not grasp the ' 
opportunity w'hen it is offered to him. And he speaks : 
continually of parting and of death and comforts us with 
mysterious words of a future which for me is too distant 
and too dark, i have hoped and waited long. I am weary 
of hoping and waiting. 1 see it now, there is nothing in 
prospect but to live in continual poverty and misery. 
Instead of sharing with him in his glorious kingdom, to be 
persecuted and imprisoned. I will withdraw while there 
is time. Fortunately I have always been prudent — and 
careful and now and then have laid aside a little for 
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myself out of the general purse, in case of need — 1 can 
use that now until I shall find other means. Oh how, 
well — I can not think of it without anger, — how well 
would the three hundred pence serve me now which that 
foolish woman wasted on an empty honour! — Had she 
put the value of the ointment into our bag, then now — 
now when our company is dispersed as it seem likely to 
be, the purse with its contents would remain be in my 
hands. Then I wouM be provided for, for a long time — 
Now I must look about for some means of Uvehood 
(Deep meditation). 

IT. Scene. 
Jttdas. Dadian. 

D<dhan (enters at the right). Judas — The place is favorable. 
He is alone; who knows, perhaps- the opportunity is al- 
ready in my hands. He seems in great perplexity; — 
this I must make use of, as a means to win him. An 
extraordinary reward depends upon it. Friend Judas ! 

Judas (aroused from his meditation) What is the matter? 
Who art thou? 

Dathan, Thy friend! Has any misfortune befallen thee? 
Thy deep meditation seems to betray it. 

Jtidas. Tell me» who art thou? 

Dathan, Thy friend, thy brother. 

Judcts. Thou? My friend, my brother? 

Dathan. At least 1 so desire to be. How is it with the 
master ? 1 should like to be one of his company, 

Judas. Thou? One of his company — and I — 

Dathan. Hast thou perhaps forsaken him? Tell me, tell me, 
frankly, that I may know how to act ! 

Judas, If thou, canst keep silence, I will tell thee something. 

Dathaii. Ccitauily, my friend, be assured of it. 

Judas, No, things are not going well with him. He says him- 
self that his last hour is come. I have resolved to with- 
draw from his company, for he will bring ruin upon all 

4 
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of us. I have charge of the purse — but look — see 
the condition of it. 

Daikan. Friend, then I will remain as 1 am. 



The Same. The traders cpne slowly forward. 

Judas. Who are these? Wliat do they wish? 1 will say no more. 
Kore, Stay friend, ye will not repent it. 

Jtula^. Wherefore are ye come? 

Kore, We are returning to Jerusalem, and it if pleaseth thee, 
will bear thee company. 

Judas. Will ye perhaps follow the Master? 

Abrion. Has he gone to Jerusalem ? 

Judas. Yes, and for the last time, he says. 

Moses, For the last time? Will he then quit Judea no more? 

Judas. Why do ye question so eagerly ? Will ye be his disciples? 

AU, Why not, if it offers good prospects? 

Judas. I see no brilliant prospects. 

DafJum. Explain more exactly; why he will bring ruin upon 
ye all. 

Judas, He says continually! Take no thought for the morrow! 
If anything happens to him today or to morrow, then we 
will be left pennyless. Is that the care of a Master for 
his own? 

Abrion. Then hast thou certainly no very brilliant prospects. 

Judas. Only today, he permitted the most senseless waste 
when a foolish woman thought to do him honour. When 
T remarked upon it 1 received only reproachful looks 
and words. 

Moses. And thou canst still care for him? 



Boos. And thou wilt still remain with him? 

/ 
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Dathan. I think it is high time to provide for thine own 
future. 

Judas. That is what fills my mind — But where is the chance 
to better my condition? 

Dathan. Thou needest not to seek long — The way to for- 
tune lies before thee. 

Judas, Where? How? 

Ephraim. Hast thou not heard of the proclamation of the 
Sanhedrim ? 

Judas, From what? 

Moses. A better opportunity to make thy fortune you will 
never find again. 

Judas, Tell me, what is the proclamation of the Sanhedrim? 

Dathan. Whoever will give infr»nnation of the nightl}^ 
abiding place of Jesus of Nazareth will receive a great 
reward 1 

Kore, Dost thou hear! A great reward! 

Judas. A great reward? That is worth listening to. 
Moses, And who can earn it easier than thou? 
Dathan. Our success is near. 
Abrion. See, fortune comes to meet you^ 

Ephraim. Brother to not trifle with your luckl 

Judas. A fine opportunity. Shall I let it slip through my 
hands ? 

Dathan. Do not think, Judas, that it will end licre. Thou wilst 
gain the hitrliest favour of the Sanhedrim — They will do 
still more for thee — who know what may yet be in 
store for thee? 

Kore. Friend, consent! 

Traders. Thy hand upon it, thy hand upon it! 
Judas, Well, so be it. 

4* 
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Dathan, Come, Judas, we will go with thee at once to the 
Sanhedrim — There we will talk further of it. 

Traders. Come, brother I 

Judas, First I must hasten after the Master. I will then dis- 
cover all, in order to be sure. 

Dathan. We will go at once to the Sanhedrim and announce 
thy coming — when and where shall we meet? 

Judas. In three hours I will come into the street of the 
temple — Await me there. 

Dathan. Good! 

Traders. Friend, brother! a man — 

Judas. My wuid iui it! (Traders leave). 

VI Scene. 
Judas alone. 

Judas, My word is given. I will not rue it. Were it not the 
greatest mistake to throw awa}- this goodly sum of money 
that I can earn without the least trouble- Shall I turn 
aside from this good chance? My fortune is made — It 
can not fail. T will do what I have promised, but they 
must pay me in advance. If the Priests succeed in im- 
prisoning the Master and he is ruined, then I have my 
mite laid by, and further, will be known throucrh all 
judea as one who aided in savincr the Law of Moses, and 
can lay claim to still greater reward — If the Master is 
victorious and reveals Himself in his majesty — then — 
then — I will throw myself repentant at his feet ; I know 
how good he is — I have never heard that he has repelled 
a penitent who came to him He will receive me again; 
J. can then be credited with bringing the matter to an 
issue. Therefore I will not renounce the Master alto- 
gether — I will not bum the bridges behind me, so 
I can return if the road in front of me is not good — 
Ah that is well thought out. judas you are clever — But 
1 am afraid to face the Master. I can not bear his 
searching look — And my companions, I fear they will 
read in my face that I am — No, that 1 will not be — a 
traitor I will never be — what harm is there if I tell the 
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Jews where the Master is to be found at a certain hour 

— That is iu)t treachery — Treachery imply mucli more 

— Then — away with doubts. Take courage Judas — Your 
maintenance depends on this. 

Til. Scene. 

A Street. Barnch. Enter Peter and John shortly afterwards Mark. 

Baruch (Goes with a pitcher to the well). There is much of 
business going on today and there will be much work 
to be done for Passover — That is to be expected from this 
vast'Crowd of people. My Master must expect many guests, 
for he is busily occupied arrangin<^ the house (Draws water). 

John. (Enters with Peter from the opposite side.) See, here is 
some one at the well. 

Baruch (still drawing). There mu3t be something of special 

importance t i take place at the Passover as there is such 
a crowd in the city and the members of the Council are 
running so hurriedly hither and thither, (Goes with the 
pitcher of water towards the house). 

Peter. This is tlie man ; he carries the water pitcher which the 

Master gave us as the sign. 

John. Let us follow him (They follow after). 

Baruch, (Turning as he reaches the door). Do ye wish to 
see me, good friends? Welcome! 

John, We would speak with the master of the house. 

Baruch, To ye perhaps wish to celebrate the Passover here? 

Peter. Yes, the master has charged us to make this request. 

Baruch, Come then with me — It will be a joy to my master 
to receive ye into his house. See here he comes (to Mark) 
Master here are Guests who desire to eat the Passover here. 

Mark. Welcome, Strangers, with what can I serve ye ? 

Peter. Our master bid us say : My time is at hand, where is 
the guest-chamber where I may eat the passover with my 
disciples. In thy house I will, with my disciples, keep the 
passover. 



Mark, Oh what Joy — I recognize ye. Ye are the disciples of 
the great miricleworker who restored my sight. How 
have I deserved that of all the houses in Jerusalem, he 
should choose mine in which to eat this holy meal! Oh 
happy man, that I ami My house will be blessed <by 
his entreance. I will show ye at once the room and what 
ye have need of, only command and all will be made 
ready. Come 1 

Peter and John, Good Master we follow thee. 

Act V. 

Th« Lust Supper. 

PROLOGUE. 

E'er the Gud-like friend forth to His sufferintj^ goes, 

He, urged by infinite love, offers Himself up for His own ; 

As their souls nourishment during 

Their pilgrimage here upon earth. 

Ready to offer Himself, a holy feast he consecrates 
Which, through all the centuries, unto the end of time. 

For redeemed humaniQr 

His unending love shall proclaim. 

In the desert drear, with manna sent from heaven 
Israel Children wonderously, the Lord once did supply 
And made their hearts rejoice 
Too, with the grapes out of Canaan. 

But a better feast, truly from heaven come down 
Jesus offers iis now; for out of the mystery of 

His body and blood 

Flow for us grace and salvation. 

First Tableau. 
The Mannm in the Wilderness. 
Chorus: 

The liour now draweth near, 

Fulfilment now bej^ins 

Of all, which by His seers, 

God to mankind hath made known. 



— 55 — 



'In this folk,*^ so saith the Lord, 
"Have I no pleasure more, 

And sacrifice will I 

No more from them receive. 

A new feast I establish," 
Thus saith tlie Lord; ^and it shall be 
Throughout the world's great circle 
An ofl'ring of this covenant." 

The miracle in the desert Sin 
Points to the new covenant Feast. 

Good is the Lord, the Lord is g-ood! 
The people wlio hunger he satisfies 
With a now Kood 
In wondrous wi&e. 

But death all those hath swept away, 
Who in the wilderness of Sin 
Did eat in fulness of that bread 
The second covenant's holy Bread, 
Spirit and soul preserves from death 
W^hen worthily enjoyed. 



Second Tableau. 
The Grapes brought by the tfpies from Canaan. 

Chorus: 

Good is the Lord, the Lord is good 
Once hath He to His people 

The best juice of the vine 
Given from Canaan's land. 

Yet this, the gift of Nature 
For needs of body only, 
By God s Will was designed. 
The second cov nant's holy wine 
Will be, itself, the Son's own blood — 
Thirst of the soul to quench. 
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Good is the Lord, the Lord is good! 
In the new covenant He "fives 
His Flesh and Blood at that high Feast 
\ In Salem s upper room. 

(During tlie Lord's Supper a female quartette sing): 

''Oh the humbleness — oh the loye! 

See the Saviour kneeling 
At the feet of his disciples. 
Menial service to perform.'' 

Jesus celebrates with his disciples the Passover and tnstitates the Last Supper in 

remembranoe of him. 

I. Seene. 

Tn the upper Chamber. Christ and his disciples standing at the table. 

Christ. With desire T have desired to eat this Passover before 
I suffer: For I say unto yon 1 will not an}' more eat 
thereof until it is fultilled in the kingdom of God. 
Father, I thank thee for this drink of tlie vine. (He drinks 
and gives the cup to his disciples), l ake tins and divide 
it among yourselves: For I say unto you I will not drink 
of the fruit uf the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 

The Disciples, Ah Master then this is the last Passover ! 

Christ. A new wine i will drink with you in the Kingdom of 
God my Father, as it is written: Ye shall drink of the 
fountain of etemaf life. 

Feter. Master, when this kingdom shall be revealed how will 
the places be divided? 

James the Eider, Which among us will be first? 

Thotnas, Or will each have a special dominion assigned to him ? 

Bartholomew. That would perhaps be the best Then no 
more strife would be raised between us. 

Christ. So lung have I been with you and vou are still so 
taken up with the thinfj^s of this w^rld ! Indeed, 1 prepare 
for you who iiaxe contuuied with me in my temptation the 
kingdom, as my Feather hath appointed unto me, that ye 
may eat and drink with me in my kingdom and sit on 
the thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. But mark 
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j|e well, the kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over 
them, and they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors. But ye shall not be so: but he that 
is greatest among you let him be as the younger, and he 
that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether is greater, 
he that sittet at meat, or he that serveth? Is not he 
that sitteth at meat? but I am amoncr you as he that 
serveth. (Lavs off his mantle, ^irds himself with a Unen 
towel and pours water into a basinj Now sit down, beloved 
disciples. 

Disciples, .What is he going to do? 
Christ, Peter, reach me thy foot. 
Peter, Lord dost thou wash my feet? 

Christ. Wliat 1 do, thou knowest not now ; but thou shalt 
know here after. 

£*etef. Thou shalt never wash my feeti 

Christ. If I wash thee not thou hast no part with me. 

JPeter, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 

Christ. He that is washed needth not save to wash his feet, 
but is clean every whit. (Washes the feet of the disciples; 
putting on his mantle again, be stands in the midst) ye are 
clean, but not all (seats himself) Know ye what I have done 
to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; 
for so T am. U 1 then, \ oiir Lord and Master have washed 
your feet; ye also ought to wash one anothers feet, lor 
I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you. Verily, verily the servant is not greater 
than he, that sent him. If 3^e know these things happy 
are ye if ye do them (lie rises). Children, nut much 
longer will 1 be with you, but that my memor3^ die not 
among you, I will leave you an everlasting memorial, 
that I may be always with you and live with you. The 
old Covenant which my Father made with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob has reached its end. 

And I say unto you a new Covenant begins that 1 today 
solemnly institute with my blood, as the Father has 
appointed, and this will last until all be fulfilled. (He takes 
the bread, blesses and breaks it). Take, eat, this is my 
body which is given for you. (He gives a piece to eacii 



disciple.) Do this in remembrance of me (He takes the 
cup and blesses the wine). Take this and drink ye all of 
it, for this is the New Testament in my blood which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins (He 
gives the cup to each). So oft as ye do this, do it in 
remembrance of me (seats himself). 

John. Beloved master! 1 will never foro^et th}^ love. Thou 
knowest tiiat 1 love thee. (Lays his head on Jesus bosom). 

All (except Judas.) Oh best Beloved, we will be forever 
united with thee. 

Peter. This blessed feast of the New Testament wiil be con- 
tinued among us according to tliy cominaiid. 

Matthew, And as oft as we celebrate it, we will remember thee. 

All (except Judas.) Oh heavenly iiicnd. Oh best beloved 
teacher ! 

Christ. My children ! Abide in me and I in you. As the 
Father hath loved me so have I loved you; continue ye 
in my love. But — Ah, what shall I say? The hand of 
my betrayer is with me at the table. 

The disciples. What! a traitor in our midst? 
Peter. Is it possible? 

Christus, Verily, verily I say unto you, one of you will 
betray me. / 

Andrew. Lord, one of us twelve? 

Christ, Yes one of the twelve! He that dippeth his hand with 
me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 

Tlwmas and Sinwn* Who can this false one be? 

Matthew. Lord, thou canst see all hearts, thou knowest it is not L 

, James, Make him known, this infamous one! 

Bart/io/ouiew. I would sink in the earth for shame if it were I. 
Thadddus, Lord it is I? 

Judas. Lord is it I? 
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Tkadd&us. Rather would give my life for thee than do 
such a deed. 

Christ (to Judas). Thou hast said, (to the disciples.) The Son 
of Man goes, as it is written ; but woe to that man by 
wliom the Son of man is betrayed! Good were it for that 
man if he had never been born. 

Peter (to John.) Of whom does he speak? 

John (Aside to Jesus.) Who is it, Lord? 

Christ (Aside to John.) He it is to whom I will give the sop 
when I have dipped it. (Great excitement among the 
disciples). 

Disciples, Whom can it be? 

Christ (Giving the bread to Judas), What thou doest, do 
quickly 1 (Exit Judas hurriedly). 

Thomas (to Simon.) W'hy does Judas leave? 

Simon. Probably the Master has sent him to buy something. 

Thcuidaetis. Or to bestow alms upon the poor. 

II. }Sceue. 
The same. Without Judas. 

Christ. Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. 

If God be glcjrilied in him. God shall also glorify him 
in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. 

Little children, yet a little while T am with you; and as 
I said unto the /ews. Whither I go we cannot come» so 
now say I unto you. 
Peter. Lord, whither, golest thou? 

Christ. Whither 1 go thou canst not follow me now, but thou 

shall follow me afterwards. 
Peter. Why cannot 1 toUow thee now ? I will lay down my 
life for thy sake! 

Christ. Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake ? 

Simon, Simon. Satan desires to have thee, that he may 
sift thee as wheat But I have prayed for thee, that thy - 
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faith fail not. And when thou art converted, strengthen 
thy brethern. 

AH ye shall be offended because of me this nig^ht ; for 
it is written: I will smite the shepherd and the sheep of 
the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
Peter. Though all men should be offended because of thee, 
yet will 1 never be offended. 

I will go with thee both to prison and death. 

Christ. Verily, verily I say unto thee, Peter, that in this very 
night, before the cock crow twice thou shalt deny me thrice. 

Peter. Though 1 should die with thee, yet will 1 not deny thee. 

All. Master, we also will remain ever true to thee, none of 
us will betray thee! 

Christ. When I sent you without purse, script and shoes, 
lacked you any thing? 

All. No, nothing. 

Christ. But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and . 
likewise his script, and he that hath no sword, let him sell 
his garment and buy one. 

For it is the time of trial, and I say unto you that this 
that is written must yet he accomplished in me: And he 
was numbered among the transgressors. 

Peier and Pilip. Lord, behold, here are two swords, 

Christ. It is enough. Let us arise and render thanks. (With 
the Disciples). 

Praise the Lord all ye people! Praise him all ye nations! 
For his merciful kindness is great toward us and the 
truth of the Lord endureth for ever. 

Christ. Little children why are so sad, and why look ye at 
me so sorrowfully? 

Let not your hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my father's house are many 
mansions, and I to prepare a place for you. And 
I will come again and receive you unto myself, that 
where I am there ye may be also. 

I will not leave you comfortless. Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth 
give I unto you. 
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Keep my commandments that you love one another, as 
1 have loved you. 

By this all men shall know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye love one another. Hereafter I will not talk much with 
you, for the prince of this world cometh and hath 
nothing in me. 

But that the world may know that 1 love the Father, 
and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. 

Arise let us <ro hence. ' 
They go out. 

VL Act 
The Betrayer. 

PROLOCUR. 

To the open enemys now m)es the treacherous 
Friend, and behold a lew pieces of silver suffice 
To efface from the heart of Iscariot, all 
Love and fidelity. 

WickedU' goes he, the wretch most abandoned 
To barter a soul, concluding his shameless bargain; 
Agreeing to sell, for a traitors reward, the 
Noblest of teachers. 

The same spirit hardened the Sons of Jacob, 
That they without mercy, sold their own brother; 
For an accursed price, him, into foreighn usurers 
Hands they delivered. 

When the heart pays homage to the idol of lucre 
Then all the nobler feelings are deadened. 
Honour is venal, and therewith a mans word, and 
Love too and friendship. 

Tableau: 
Joseph Sold by bis Brethren. 

Chorus: 

What shudders run throu^fh all my limbs! 
Where go'st thou, Judas, full of rage? 
Art thou the one, who the Masters blood? 
Wilt sell? Dost remember vengeance. 
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Ye thunders — ]ig;htnln8:s cast him down — 
Crush, rend this wretch in pieces! 

"One amongst you sliall betray ine!** 
Three times tliis word the Master spake. 
By greed seduced to blackest deed 
One from the Supper quickly went; 
Alas one who by Him was ciiosen 
Into the circle of bis friends. 

Oh turn bade from this way of sin! 
Complete not, 0, that blackest deed! 
But no --by greed made deaf and blind, 

To the Sanhedrim Judas hastes; 
With wicked heart he now repeals 
What once ifras done in Dothan's field. 

"The boy, we offer h\m for sale," 
Thus here speake .Joseph's brothers 
"What will ye offer us for In'm?* 
They quickly ^ive, for tlie pour gain 
Of twenty silver pieces told, 
Their brother's life and blood. 

•What give ye? how reward ye me?* 
Also Iscariot says, "if I 

My T.ord betray to you?** 
For thirty silver coins he makes 
The bloody h'dVgSLin: — Jesus is 
To the Sanhedrim sold. 

What this sad scene to us sets forth 

Of this world is an image true. 

How often have ye by evil deeds 

Your God e'en thus betrayed and sold? 

On Joseph's brethren ye pour 

Curses , and on the Iscariot, 

And yet in the same paths ye tread; 

For envy, ^reed, and brother's hate 

Unceasingly exterminate 

Man's peace, and joy, and blessedness. 

fudas comes to the Sanhedrim and promises to deliver his Master into the hands 
•of the Pharisees for thirty pieces of silver. These are planning the death of Jesus. 
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L Scene* 

CalaphaB, Anoaft, Prieits and Pharisees as before exeept Nicodemvs and Joseph of 

Arimathaea. 

Caiphas, Assembled Fathers ! I bring you good tidings. The 
pretended Prophet of Galilee will, I hope, soon be in 

our hands. Dathan, the zealous Israel it has won over 
a trusted follower of the Galilean who will let himself be 
used as jjuide, so that we may take him by night. Both 
are already here, and await only the summons of the 
High Council. 

Several. Bring them in. 

Caiaphas. Yes, call them. 
Josaphat. I will call them. 

Caiaphas. Yes, call them. (Josaphat goes out.) First I would 
ask thai price we must pay this man for his deed? 

Nathanael. We are directed by the law of Moses. A slave 
is valued at thirty pieces of silver. 

Amron, Yes ! yes ! The false Messiah is only worth a slave's price. 

. II Scene. 

The same. DaUian, Judas, 

Dathan. Most learned Council. I have executed your behest 
and bring tins man before the Elders, who for a sufficient 
reward is willing to give your and our enemy into your 
hands. He is the Galileans trusted follower and knows 
his ways and secret abiding place. 

Caiaphas (to judas.) Doest thou know the man whom the 
High Council seeks ? 

Judas* I have been in his company a long time and know him 
and where he abides. 

Caiaphas. What is your name? 

Judas, I am called Judas, and am one of the twelve. 

AIL. Yes, we have seen him in His company often. 

Caiaphas. Art thou fully determined to do our bidding. 

Judas. I give you my word. 
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Caiaphas, Thou wilt not repent it? What brought thee to 
take this step? 

Judcis. The friendship between us began to cool, and now I 
have broken with him altogether. 

Caiaphas, What led to this? 

Judas. I think his day is over. Besides I have determined 
to keep to the lawful autliorities. It is always better. 
What will ye give me if 1 deliver him into your hands ? 

Caiaphas* Thirty pieces of silver, to be paid thee at once. 

Daihan, Hark only, Judas ! Thirty pieces ol silver ! What a gain! 

Nathanael. And hark ye Judas, that is not all. If thou dost 
thy work well thou shalt be still more highly favoured. 

Ezekiel. Thou canst be a rich and esteemed man. 

Judas, I am satisfied* (To himself.) My star is rising. 

Caiaphas. Kabbi, brmg the thirlv pieces of silver from the 
treasury, and pay them out before the assembled Council, 
is that your will? 

AH, exept Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimatkaea. Yes ! yes 1 
That is our will. (The Rabbi goes out.) 

Nicodemus. What! Can ye conclude such a godless bargain! 
And thou, base wretch (to Judas) dost thou not blush to 
sell thy Friend and Master? Thou ^udfororettingf traitor 
whom the earth shall swallow up. For thirty pieces of 
silver wouldst thou sell thy most loving friend, who has 
done thee naught but good? Ah, wait, this bloodmoney 
will cry to heaven for vengeance, and burn deep in thy 
avaricious soul. (Judas stands trembling.) 

Joshua. Do not trouble thyself, Judas, at the speech of this 
zealot. Let him be a disciple of this false prophet, hut 
do thou th}' duty as a disciple of Moses and servent of 
the lawful authorities. 

Rabbi (coming in with the money.) Come, Judas, be a man 
and take the thirty pieces of silver. 

Judas, Ye may trust to my word. 
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Saras. But this work must be accomplished before the itiast. 

Judas. Even now is the best time. This very night shall 
he be in your hands. Give me an armed band that he 
may be surrounded and every way of escape cut off, • 

Annas, Let us send the Temple Watch with him. . 

Ezekiel. Yes! yesl order it so. - 

Caiaphas, It would be well to send some members Cif the holy 
Sanhedrim with them, to have . supervision, that all may 
be according to order. 

All. We are prepared to go. • , '. 

Ezekiel, The high priest may choose. ' 

Caiaphas. If the choice is left with me, I name: Nathan, 
Josaphat , Soloman , and I'tolemy — you may see that 
the watch is held in readiness. 

The four. We will see, with pleasure, that the commands 
of the high priest are fultilled. ; 

Caiaphas, But Judas, how will the band recognize! the Mlister 
in the darkness? 

Judas. They must come with torches and lanterns, and 1 will 
also give them a sign. " - ' 

ft 

Priests and Rabbi, Excellent, Judas, Excellent ! 

Judas, Now I must hasten away to plan it all oiit. Then I 
will return, to fetch the armed men. 

Dathan. But I w ith thee. Judas, never to. leave thy side • 
until thy task is accomplished. 

Judas, I await your men at the Betpage Gate. (E:pt Judas 
accompanied by Dathan and four Pharisees.)' 

♦ • 

III. Seene. 

Same — without Judas, Dathan and four Pharisees. . * 

Caiaphas, All goes exactly as we wish. But now, reverend 
fathers, we must look the ^eat question in the face. 
Wliat shall we do with this man, when God has delivered 
him into our hands? 
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Sadoc. He should be thrown into the deepest and darkest 
dungeon, laden with chains and well guarded — There he 
will remain buried alive. 

Caiaphas. Which of you will stand surety that his friends 
will not raise an insurrection among the people to free 
him, or that the guard would not be bribed to deliver 
him — Could he not, by his magic art, break his fetters ? 
Who will be surely against this? (All remain silent) I see 
that you do not comprehend. Hear then, the high priest. 
It is not better that one man die than that the whole 
nation perish He must die! Without his death 
there is no peace in Israel, no security for the law of 
Moses — no hour of peace for us! (Excitement among 
the Priests.) 

Rabbi. God has spoken through His hicrh priest! Only bv 
the death of Jeses of Nazareth can and must tlie people 
of Israel be saved. 

Nathatuiel. This word has been burning on my tongue — 
Now it is spoken. He dies — the enemy of our fathers ? 

Joshua. The thounrhts of our hearts have found utterance by 
the mouth of our high priest. 

All. He must die, he must die for our safety! 

Annas. By my grey hairs 1 will not rest until the blood of 
this deceiver washes out this shame. 

AU, He must be sent to the nether world — from there he 
will never more retuml 

Nicodemus. Fathers am I permitted to speak? 

All, Speak, speak! 

Nicodemus. Has the sentence of death been pronounced upon, 
this man before he has been heard , without trial, 
without the examination of witnesses? Is this right and 
just? 

Is such a proceeding worthy of the fathers of Gods 
people? 

Nathanael. What! wilt thou accuse the Council of being guilty 
of injustice? 
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Sadoc, Knowst thou not the Statutes of our holy law? 

r 

Nicodemus, I am well initiated in the law of Moses and there- 
fore I know that sentence can not be pronounced until 
full evidence has been heard. 

Joshua, What need we of an}* further witnesses — Have we 
not ourselves heard his words and witnessed, his lawless 

deeds? 

JVicodemus. Yes, ye are, all: Accusers, witnesses, and Judges! 

But I have heard the inspired teachings of this Man of 
Nazareth and seen his great deeds — thev are worthy of 
belief and admiration — not disdain and punishment. 

Caiaphas (hotly.) What betrayest thou by thy speech? This 
miscreant deserves admiration ? Admiration ? Thou cleavest 
to Moses and will still defend that which the law con- 
demns? Up, fathers — The law calls for vengeance! 

MzekieL Leave thou our midst if thou holdst to thy word. 

Joseph of Arimathae, I agree with Nicodemus. No deed of 
this Man can be shown that declares him worthy of death. 
He has done nought but good. 

Caiaphas. Speakest thou also thus ? Is it not every where 
known how he desecrated the Sabbath? How he by his 
seditious teaching misleads the people? How he by the 
aid of Beelzebub, performed his worthless miricles? How 
he gave himself out as God, when he is only human ? 

All, Hearest thou? 

Joseph of Arimaihae, Yes, envy and malice have miscon- 
strued his words, and ascribed false motives to his noble 
and beneficent acts. That he come from God, his divine 
deeds bear witness. 

Natlianael, Ha! We know thee now! For a long time 
thou hast been a secret follower of tiiis Galilean — At 
last thou has declared thyself! 

Annas. Have we then traitors to the holy law in our midst? 
Even thus far has the seducer thrown his net? 

Caiaphas, Whay are ye then here, Apostates ! Go forth and 
follow your prophet, that ye may see him once again, be* 

5* 
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fort Ins hour strikes. For that he must die, is irrevocably 
decided. . . 

AU. Yes, he must die. That is our decision* 

Nicodemus. I curse this decision — I will take no part in 
this vile deed of blood! 

Josef of Arimatliae. Neither will I remain where the innocent 
are put to death — I swear it before God, my heart is 
clean. (Both leave.) 



Joshua. Let us rejoice that we are rid of the traitors — Now 
we can express our minds freely. 

Caiaphas, By all means, brethern, it will be necessary that 
we sit in formal judgement upon this Man, to examine 
him and bring witnesses against him, so that the people 
may not be confirmed in the opinion that we only perse* 
cuted him through hate and envy. 

Rabbi Jakob. Yes, two or three witnesses — So it is written 
in the law. 

Samuel, Witnesses will not be lacking. I will see to that. 

Dariabas. The sentence stands fast. But in order not to offend 

the weak, we must carry it out ui judicial form. 

Ezekiel. And should the formalities not be sufficient, we 
will carry it through by. force of will. 

Rabbi* Whether more or less guilty, that matters, not Public 
welfare demand that he be put out of the way. 



Caiphas, For the rest, it \Vould be the safest for us, if we 
could carry it out through the Governor of the Province 
and have him condemn this Man to death. Thus would 
all responsibility be taken from us. 

Nathanael. We can try it. If it does not succeed there is 
always a way open, with a multitude of our trusted people 
the sentence can be carried out in a riot, without our 
taking part in it openly 1 



IT. Scene. 

The Former wMiont Nieodemns and Joseph. 
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Rabbi, And as a last resort, a hand can be found that in 
the dungeons silence, will rid the holy Sanhedrim of its 
enemy. 

Caipkas. Well, circumstances will show, what must be done — 
Now let us seperate; but hold yourselves in readiness 
to come together at any hour this night, if I call for you. 
■ The thing must brought to an immediate conclusion; 
There is no time to be lost. The determination is — 
he dies. 

AIL He dies — the Enemy of our holy laws. 

vn. Act. 

The Gardeu ot GeUisemaiie. 

PROLOGUE. 

As Adam combats, pressed down by lifes burden, 
With strength exhausted, in the sweat of his brow 
His guilt thus atoning, so the 
Sins of humanity press down the Saviour. 

Engulfed in a sea of infinite sorrow 
And with ponderous weight His head bowed down, 
Sweat of blood His countenance covering, 
Fights he his fiercest tight on Mount Olivet. 

Already draws near now, as guide of Ensnarers, 

Iscariot, the betrayer, the once loved disciple. 
Infamously misusuig for treachery, 
The token of love as the sign of betrayal. 

So treacherous too was Joab U) Amasa 

When once to his heart with feigned love he pressed him, 
The kiss of friendship upon his lips, 
And in his heart, ah, the point of the dagger ! 

First Tableau: 
Adam and Eve at Work. 

Chorus: 

Judas, lo, atp hallowed bread 

At the Last Su{)per, 

With unhallowed conscience — 



^ (. f All 
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And an evil spirit at once possessed him. 
''That thou doest," spake the Master, 
**JudJis ' see, thou do it qiifrkly." 
From the guest-room went he quickly, 
Hastened to the Synagosrue, 
And his Master there he sold. 

Soon completed — soon is ended 
This most horrible of deeds. 
Alas! to-day, een in this night, 
Judas his Master will betray. 
0 come ye all with Jesas then 
Behold bis sufferings, pain and death. 

0 what laboar, 0 what beat 
Must out Father Adam bear! 
Ah! a stream of sweat runs down 
Over brow and countenance. 
This is the fruit of shi. 
God's curse oppresseth nature, 
Therefore yields she for hard sweat, 
And for toilsome industry 
Only sparingly her fruits. 

Thus so hard it is to Jesus 
(When on Olive's Mount He strives) 
That a stream of bloody sweat 
From each holy limb is forced. 
This is the strife of sin! 
For us the Savior struggles 
In His own blood combats He — 
Yet conquering with high heart 
. Drinks the cap of suffering. 

Second Tableau: 
Joab Murders Amasa. 

Chorus: 

(Part of chorus is echoed from behind the roeks.) 

The scene near Gibeon s rocks — 
Judas repeateth — Simon's son. 
Ye rocks of QibeonI 
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Why stand ye thus unhonoured — 
Ye, late the land's proad boast — 

As though with mourning veil wrapt round? 
Speak, 1 adjure thee, say — wbat deed was 

Flee, wanderer! 

Accursed he this hlood-stained spot! 
Pierced by asi^assin s hand here fell 

Once Aniasa, 
In holy friendship s greeting trusting, 

By Joab's false brother-kiss deceived. 

Curse on thee! 

The rocks complain of thee, 

The Dlood-soaked earth takes vengeance, 

Be silent, rocks of Oibeonl 
And hear, with liorror, 
What eye beholds on Olive's Mount. 
Judas, the Son of Man betrays 
Alas! with hypocrite's vile greeting 
And witli false, deceiving kiss. 
For contemptible lust of silver 
Into his murderers hands. 

Oh rocks of Gibeon! 

Cursed he» who his friend betrays 

With dissembling Kis of love 

Judas now tlie innocent approaches 
While in his heart broods treason 
i^ccursod he! This on the rocks shall 

sound 

Accursed he, re-echo from the rocks! 

Christ agony — ^Judas betrays Ilim with a kiss— taken prisoner by the armed band. 

I. Scene. 

Near the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Judas, Natfian, Josaphat, Ptolemy, Solonuui, the Traders, Selpha, the leader of the 

armed band, Malchns, the armed band. 

Judas. Now be watchful ! We are approaching tlic place. 
Thither tlie master withdraws himself from Jerusalem, to 
spend the quiet night in his solitude. 




Solomon, What if we should be observed by this disciples? 

Judas. As Ihe atuick is uucxpecicJ iherc will be no resistance. 
S(4diers, If they, attempt it, we will let them feel our steel i 

4 

Judith. Do not trouble yourselves — He will be in your hands 
, without a swordthrust. 

Josapkat. But how will we distinprnisb the Master in the 
darkness? How can we be sure that we have not taken 
one of his folio w^s prisoner? 

■ I 

Judct^, ' 1 vi'iW. you this sign — when we come to the 
garden, observe closely — I will hasten forward, whomso, 
ever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. 

Kore. Good, this sign makes us sure. 

Ptdemy, Hear ye? Ye shall know the master by the kiss. 

All. We hear it, and will be on the watch for'it. 

. * * ' * 

Juddus. Now, let us hasten. It is time. We are not far from 
the Garden'. 

Josapliat. Judas, if w6 succeed with this nights work then you 
Will reap the richest fruit as your reward. 

E^on, From us also , you will receive a hand-some gratuiQr. 

The Urmei bond* Only wait, thou instigator of mobs, You 
will .soon have what you deserve (exeunt all). 

♦ • 

II. Sceue. 

.Hie Gwden of Gel3i«eiiiene — Christ and his disciples entering from the back 

come dowl/ forwatd. 

Christ* . Verily, verily I say unto you, ye shall weep and 
lament, but the world will rejoice; ye shall be sorrowful 
but your so'rrow will be turned into joy. For I will see 
you again and your heart shall rejoice and your joy no 
man . taketh from you. I came forth from the Father 
and am come into the world. Again I leave the world 
and gb to the Father. 

Peter, So, now thou^^speakestjplainly^and speakest no proverb. 

Jame&y the elder. Now we are sure that thou knowest all 
things and needest not that any man should ask thee. 
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Thomas, By this we believe that thou earnest forth from God. 

Christ. Do ye now believe? Behold, the hour cometh, yea 
is now come, that ye shall be scattered every man to 
his own and shall leave me alone. And yet I am not 
alone because the Father [is with me. Father the hour 
is come;' glorify thy Son that thy Son also may glorify 
thee. I have fineshed the work which thou gavest me 
to do. I have manifested thy name unto the men which 
thou gavest me out of the world. Holy Father, keep 
them throufTh thine own name. Sanctify them through 
thy truth. Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on nie through their word; that 
they may all be one, as thou, Father art in me and I 
in thee. Father, I will that they also, whom thou has 
given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold 
my glory which thou hast given me : for thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world — (To his disciples, 
after entering Gethsemene) Children, sit ye here while 
I go and pray yonder. — Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation. — And ye, Peter, James and John, come with me. 

TJie other disciples (watching Christ.) Ah what will happen 
to our master? 

Bartholomew, I never saw him so sad. 

James the younger. Ah ! my heart too is weighed down 
with sorrow — 

Matthew. Oh that this night with its sad hours were passed!- 

All, Not without reason has the Master prepared us for it. 

Philip. We will rest here and await his return. 

Christ. Oh! dear children, my soul is exceeding sorrowful 
even imto death ; tarry ye here and watch with me — 
(After a pause) I will withdraw and strengthen myself 
by communion with my Father. (He goes slowly and with 
weak steps toward the Grotto). 

Peter (looking after him) Oh, dear good Master! 

John. My soul suffers with the soul of our teacher! (They 
seat themselves). 

Peter, I am so sad — so anxious — 
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James. Why did the Master seperate us from the rest? 
John, Ah! we will be witnesses. 

Peter. Know ye, brethern ? We were witnesses of his trans- 
figuration on the Mount. But now — what must we 
behold? (They sit in silent sadness and fall asleep). 

Christ. Thus this hour must come upon me, this hour of 
darkness! But for this came I into the world — (Falls 
upon his knees) Father, my Father, if it be possible — 
and all things are possible with thee, so let this cup 
pass from me — (falls upon his face and so remains 
for a time — then kneels.) Hut Father, not as I will 
but as thou wilt — (Risings he hfts his eaze toward 
heaven — goes to the three disciples) Simon 1 

Peter (as in a dream) Ah my master! — 

Christ. Simon, sleepest thou? 

Peter. Master, see, here I am. 

Christ, Couldst thou not watch with me one hour? 

Peter. Forgive mel I will watch with thee. 

John und James. Sleep, Rabbi, overcame us. 

Christ. Oh watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation. 

The Three. Yea Lord, we will pray and watch. 

Christ (looking tenderly at the disciples.) The spirit indeed 
is willing, but the flesh is weak. (Goes again to the grotto.) 
My father! thy claim is just, thy decrees are holy. Thou 
exactest this sacrifice. (Falls upon his knees.) Father — 
the strife is fierce, (falls upon his face — then raising it 
again) but if this cup ma}^ not pass away except I drink 
it, Father, thy will be done. (Rises.) Holiest one! T will 
fulfill thy will. (Comes to the sleeping disciples.) Are \ our 
eyes still so heav}^ that ye can not watch ? O mv trusted 
ones, can I fine no consolation here (He takes a few 
steps towards the grotto, then pauses.) Ah, darkness 
surrounds me, the sorrows of death compass me about, 
(trembling) the burden of God's judgment weighs upon 
me. (Totters a few steps forwards). Oh the sins, the sins 
of the world, they press me down ! Oh the fearful burden 
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Oh the bitterness of this cup ! (He reaches the grotto.) 
Father if it is not possible that this hour pass from me 
(sinking down, and raising himself) tliy will be done ! Thy 
most holy will. Father! Thy Sonl Hear him! 

III. Scene. 

The Same. An Angel appears. 

Angel, Son of Man, sanctify thy Father's will. Behold the 

blessedness that will come forth from thy combat. Thy 
Fatlier has laid it upon thee, and freely didst thou take it 
upon thee to be the sacririce for the sins of the world. 
Fulfill it to the end. The Father will glorify thee. 

Christ. Yea, most holy Father! I worship thy decree. I will 
fulfill it, fulfill, reconcile, atone, bless. Strengthened by thy 
word, oh Father! 1 go with joy to meet what thou has 
ordained for me, as the Redeemer of Sinners. (To the 
three disciples.) Sleep on now and take thy rest. 

Peter. What is it Master. 

The Three, See we are ready. 

Christ. The hour is at hand. The Son of Man is delivered 
into the hands of Sinners — Arise let us go hence. (The 
noise of arms is heard — The remaining disciples awake.) 

Disciples, What noise is this? 

Philip, Come, we will join our good master. (They hurry 
towards Christ.) 

Christ. Behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. (Judas 
appear with the multitude.) 

Andrew, What does this multitude of people want? 

All. They seem to be seeking us ! 
John, See, Judas is leading them ! 

IV. Scene. 

The same. Judas, Pharisees, Tiaders, Selpha Malchus. The multitttde. 

Judas (hastening towards Jesus.) Hail Master! (kisses him.) 
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Christ (sorrowfully.) Friend, wherefore art thou come? Be- 
trayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss? ()udas turns 
away. Christ goes towards the multitude.) Whom seek ye? 

The multitude. Jesus of Nazareth! 

Christ, I [am he. (The armed band move backward, and 
fall to the ground. Many take flight) 

Voices among the rcowd. Alas! What is that? 

Tlie disciples, (witli joy.) But one word from iiim, and 
they are thrown to the ground! 

Christ (to the men). Fear ye not. Arise! 

The disciples. Lord, cast them down, never to rise again! 
Christ Whom seek ye? 

The Multitude, (less harshly than before.) Je^us of Nazareth. 

Christ. I have told ye that I am he; If therefore ye seek 
me let these go their way. 

Peter and PhiLip. Lord, shall we strike them with the sword? 
(Peter strikes Malchus). 

McUchus. Oh woe! I am wounded! Oh woe! My ear is 
cut off! 

Christ (to the disciples). Leave off! No more ! (To Mal- 
chus.) Fear not, thou shalt be healed. (Touches the ear 
ot Malcus; then to Peter). Put up thy sword into the 
sheath, for all they that take the sword shall perish with 
the sword. The cup which my Father hatli given me, 
shall I not drink it? Or know ye not that f can now 
pray to the Father and he shall presently give me more 
than twelve legions of angels? But how then shall the 
scriptures be .ralfilled that thtis is must be. (To the 
Pharisees). Be ye come out as against a thief with 
swords and staves? When I was daily with you in the 
temple ye stretched forth no hands against me. But this 
is your hour and the power , of darkness ? Behold, I 
am here! 

Selpha, Seize him. Bind him fast, that he escape not. 

Dathan. The High Council will hold you responsible — fAs 
Jesus is being bound the disciples forsake him and riee). 



'» ».. 1- 





Digitized by Google 



The MuUidude. He will never escape from our hands. 

Abrum (to the other traders). Now we can cool our vengence. 

Booz. Thou biiak pay dearly for thy offence. 

Dathan, Rememberest thou, what thou didst in the. temple? 

Josaphat (to the Pharisee). We will hurry on into the city. The 
High Council awaits with impatience our return. 

The Traders. But we will not leave this villains side. 

Daikan, We will first go to the High Priest Annas — Bring 
him there. 

Selpha, We will follow at once. 

Josaphat (to Judas). Judas, thou art a man! 

Saloman, As a man thou has kept thy word! 

Judas, Said I not unto you, today he shall be in your power? 

Ptolomy. Thou has placed the entire Sanhedrim under Obli- 
gation to thee (Exit). 

The armed band (pushing and abusing Jesus). 

Away with ye! In Jerusalem ye shall be judged (lead 
him away). 

Selpha. Let us hasten. Lead him away with care.{ 

The people. Ha, ha! Run now, as thou didst run about in 
Jewery! 

Selpha. Do not spare him — Drive him forward! 

The people. On, faster ! or we will drive thee with dubs. 

The Traders. \\ ill Beelzebub help thee no longer ? (Exeunt all). 
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Part II. 

From the Arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane to tbe Condemnation under Pilate. 

Act VIIL 

Jesus before Annts. 

PROLOGUE. 

Oh, the awful night! Oh, behold now the Saviour! 
Draped, thus about from Tribunal unto Tribunal, 

Receiving ill treatment and 

Insult on every side. 

For a courageous word, with which He answered Annas 
Him, a miscreant rewards with a blow of his brutal list, 

In the hope that he may 

Win favour unto himself. 

Like ignominious reward received also Macaiah, 
For revealing the truth unto Ahab the King. 
From among the lying Prophets, 
One to him gave a smite on^^the clictk I 

Truths rewctrd, alas, is oft persecution and hatered. 
But though ye its li^ht may shun or may banish, 

Finally it will triumph 

And break througl^ the darkness. 

Chorus: 

Pain's battle dread has now begun, 

Begun Gethsemane! 

0 sinners! lay it to your hearts, 

And ne'er forget this scene! 

For your salvation that befell 

Which now we see mid olive shades. 

Sorrowfal even onto death, 

For yon he sank upon the ground; 

For thee sweat as blood was forced 

From every limb in agony. 

(Verse repeated.) 



1 
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Tableau: 

The prophet Micaiah before King Ahab 
smitten on the cheek. 

C h 0 r 11 s ! 

Micaiali l)y Sodokiah s hand was struck 
Because he dared to say: 
"If war thou makest un Ramoth, 
Oh Kin^, thou shalt be conquered. 
Believe not what is prophesied 
By those devoted to Baars service; 
Trust not their words of flattery 
Bat heed one sent by God.* 
For these wards was his face In anger 

struck . 

By the one who then had lied 

Thus in this world do flatterers gain 

Great honour and reward 

While he, who truth alone will speak 

Gains insult and disgrae. 



1. Scene. 

Jesus is brought before Annas and is struck in the face. The palace of Annas. 

Annas* Esdras. Sidracfa. Misael. 

Annas (appearing upon the balcony.) I can find no rest 
tonight till I know that this disturber of the peace is in 
our hands. Oh ! I should love to know that the enemy of 
the Synagogue is already in fetters. Full of anxiety I am 
awaiting my trusted servants with this news. 

Esdras, They cannot tarry much longer, it is now a long time 
since they went away. 

Annas. In vain is mv troubled traze directed toward the street 
of Kedron. There is nothintr to he seen, nor heard. Go, 
faithful Esdras. Haste to the Kedron gate and see if they 
draw near. 

Esdras. As the high priest commands! (exit.) 

Annas. It would be a thunderbolt indeed for the holy San- 
hedrim if we should miss this chance. 

Sidrach, High priest! Never fear! 
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Misael. There is no doubt of success ! 

Annas. They would not have changed their route and returned 
by- the Siloan gate? I must keep watch on that side also. 

Sidrach. If the high priest wishes I will hasten to the 
Siloan gate r 

Annas. Yes do so, But look first if any one is coming'.through 
the street of the Sanhedrim. 

Sidrach, I will not fail. (Exit.) 

Annas. The nlp^ht advances, and still no certainty. Each 
moment of tliis anxious waiting seems more than an hour 
to me. (Listens.) I think — someone is running toward 
my house ; yes ! yes ! — someone is coming — It must 
be good news I 

Sidrach (hastening in). Esdras comes in haste, I saw his fleet 
feet running up the street. 

Annas. He must bring glad tidings, that he hastens so. I have 
no other wish but the death of this malefactor. 

Esdras (entering in haste). Hail to our hiirh priest ! I have 
seen the appointed fathers and Judas. All is as you wish 
— the Galilean is in bonds. I have spoken with them 

and hastened to brin<j^ vou the joy iul uevvs. 

Annas. Good news ! Blessed hour ! A stone is lifted from my 
heart, and I feel myself newborn! Now, for the first 
time, I call myself, with joy, the high priest of the 
chosen people! 

r 

II. Sceae. 

The same. The four Ph«isees and Judas on the fattlcony, soon after fhe temple 

watch with Christ 

The four Pharisees. Long live our high priest! The wish 
of the High Council is accomplishd. 

Annas, Oh! I must embrace you, for very joy! So your 
plan has succeeded! Judas, thy name will occupy an 
honourable plaee in our annals. Before the feast, shall 
the Galilean die! 

Judas. Die? (very much perturbed) Die? 
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♦ 

Annas. His death is decided. 

Judas, I will not be held accountable for his life and blood. 
Annas. That is unnecessary; he is in our power. 
Judas. I did not deliver him over to you for that. 

Ftolomy. Thou hast deUvered him over, the rest is our affair. 

Judas, Woe is me! What have I done! I do not wish 
that! I wUl not have that! (He hastens away). 

The four Pharisees (laughing at him). Thou mayest like it or 
not, he mu6t Jic ail the same ! 

III. Scene. 

The samet without Judas. Immediately after, Christ, Selpha, Malchus, Balbns (on 

the balcony) the watch remaines below. 

Esdras. Oh ! high priest, the prisoner stands at the threshold. 
Anntis, Selpha may lead him here with the necessary guard, 
the rest may remain below. 

Selpha (Leading Christ up.) High priest, according to thy 
command, the prisoner stands before thy bar. 

Annas, Is he the only prisoner? 

Balbus, His followers fled, as frightened sheep. 

Selpha. And we did not find it worth while to take them. 
As it was, Malchus ahnost lost his life. 

Annas, How so, what happened! 

Selpha. One of his followers drew a sword and cut off his ear. 
Annas, Howl But no mark remains! 

lialbus (mocking). The miracleworker conjured it back again. 

Annas. Why dost thou not speak thyself, Malchus! What 
hast thou to say about it! 

Malchus (seriously). I cannot explain it. A miracle was per- 
formed on me. 

Annas. Has this imposter also enchanted thee! (to Christ) 
Through what means hast thou done this! 

6 
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Christ (silent). 

SelpJia, Speak, when thy superior questions thee. 

Annas. Now speak. Give an account of thy disciples ; about 
thy teaching's, that thou spreadest abroad over the whole 
land of Judea and through which thou misleadest the 
people. 

Christ, I spake openly to the world, I ever tauglit in the 
syna^jogue and in the temple and in secret have I said 
notliing. 

Why askest thou ine? ask them which heard me 
what I liave said unto them; hehold thev know what 1 said. 
Balbus (striking him). Answerest thou the high priest sol 

Christ. If I have spoken evil, bear witness of evil, but if well, 
why smightest thou me? 

Antta^. Thou wilt still defy us, when thy life and death lies 
in our hands? Take him away, I am tired of this fellow. 

Balbus (while taking him away.) Only wait; thy defiance 
will cool! (All go out except Annas and his servants.) 

Ann<is, I will go and rest for a while, or rather will think 
over quietly how this matter, which has begun so well 
can be carried out to the end. 

Besides in the early morning hours the call from the 
Sanhedrim will be sent to me. (He goes through the 
door, which is then closed). 

IT. Scens. 

Christ is lead through the streets. The mvltitade. 

The people. Is his business already finished? 

Seipha. His defence has turned out badly. 

Balbus. You gave him a good blow in the face! 

Seipha. Take him now, and let us hurry to the palace of 
Caiaphas. 

People. Away with him i Go ! quicken thy pace 1 Lift up thy feet ! 

Balbus. Cheer up! Thou wilt have a still better reception 
from Caiaphas. 




People. There will the ravens soon croak in thy earsl (They 
all go out). 

T. Scene. 
Peter and John, then Esdras. 

Peter. How will it fare with our good Master? Oh! John, 
I am fearful for him indeed! 

Jolni. Mere will our beloved Teacher have to bear muckings 
and illtreatment. I fear greatly to go near this house. 

Peter, (coming nearer the house of Annas) All is so still here, 
John. In the palace is no voice to be heard. Could they 
have taken him away already 1 

Esdras. (coming out.) What are you doing near this palace, 
at this hour of the night? 

John. Forgive us. We saw from afar oif, a great crowd of 
people coming here through the gate of Kedron and we 
followed them to see what had occured. 

Esdras. Yes, they had arrested a prisoner and brought him here, 
but he has already been sent to Gaiaphas. 

John, To Gaiaphas! Then we will go away at once. 

Esdras. That is a good thing for you, otherwise 1 would have 
taken you up for disturbers of the peace. 

Peter, We wish to create no disturbance, but to go q[uietly 
on our way. (They go out.) 

Esdras (looking after them) Are they perhaps followers of the 
Galilean? If I knew — Still they cannot help meeting 
some of our people, if they dare go to the palace of 
Gaiaphas. All his followers must have been scattered, 
otherwise the people could not have been brought to 
order. (He goes in again). 

Act IX. 

Jesus before Caiapiias. 

PROLOGUE. 

Before His enraged foes, who are now His Judges 
Stands the Lord in silence wrapped; and patiently 
Hear He all the lies and false accusations and 
The death sentence. 

6* 
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Even as Naboth once was wrongly accused and condemned, 
As a blasphemer of God, through the lying witnesses ; 
So, too, is He, whose only guilt is truth and 
Love and welldoing. 

Soon also will ye see Him, by cruel inhuman hirelings 
Surrounded, and by them subjected to the most brutal mockery . 
Given over to ridicule, jeered at and maltreated 
Mid boisterous laughter. 

In the patient Job amid his tribulations 
When mocked at by his friends and by his relations, 
We see the symbol of the blessed Saviour 
In His heavenly mildness. 

Ghorns: 

How sore my heart doth bleed! 
'Fore judgment stands the Holiest. 
The crimes of sinners He must bear; 
Betray'd and scorned, smitten and bound 

Whose eyes will not be full of tears? — 
From Annas, drag:i»'d to Caiaphasj — 
What must He suffer there, alasl 
See here in symbol this suffrlng fresh. 



First Tableau: 

Death of Naboth. 

"Let Naboth die! Lord — he dared! 
To blaspheme, to slander thee, 0 King! 

From Israel let lihn be cast out him!" 
Thus foaiTiinir cry tlio sland'rous toHi{UeS; 
By Jezebel, tiie wicked Queim, 
Paid for their false and evil oath. 

Alas I with death they vengeance take 
On that which Naboth ne'er had done; 
The vineyard then upon the King 
By wicked villains is bestowM. 
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So at the trial our Lord 
Stand falsehood and deceit united 
Vile, hate wron*r sentence gives 
And innocence condemns. 

Ye mighty rulers of this earth — 
For weal of men abovp them placed — 
Forget not. 'mid your duties' round, 
The invis l le Judge of all. 
Before Him all the sons of men 
Are equal, be they poor or rich, 
Noble or born of beggar race ; 
He cares for righteousneBS alone. 



Second Tableau: 

Job in alHiction, derided by his wife and friends. 

Behold the man! a Job In pain! 
Ah, wliom doth he not move to tears? 
His friends and e'en his wife make sport. 
Before bim, mocking at bis woe. 

Behold the man! 
Yet patiently he bears his woe 
Surrounded by need and scorn 
He hopefully trusts to his God 
No word of complaint escapes him. 

Beiiold the man! 

See Jesus how He patiently bears, 
While cruelly scurged and scorned. 

Behold the man! 
Melt in pity, there he stands 
Before you in deepest humiliation. 
In greatest need, the liJan of Sorrows. 
Behold the man I 



Christ is talcen to Caiaphns, and by him judged and found guilty of death; denied 
by Peter» mocked and misused by the servants. 

I. Scene. 

Tht wateh. Christ led through the streets, (the laughter and cries are heard before 

He is seen). 

Watch. Thou wilt be a spectacle, a spectacle for all the people I 

Balbus. Hurry 1 Thy followers are already there. Thouwi shest 
to proclaim thyself king of Israel ! 

Watch. Is it not so? Hast thou not often dreamed of it? 

Sdpha. Caiaphas the high priest will now interprete this 
dream for him. 

Balbus, Hearest thou? Caiaphas wilt announce thy elevation 
to thee. 

Wcdch. Yes» thy elevation between heaven and earth (Laughter). 

Selpha. Say! Listen to me! there, down the street of Pilate 
is the shortest way to Cuiaphas' house. There ye may 
rest in the court-yard until further notice. 

Watch. Good. Thy commands, shall be carried out. (All go 
around by Filates house). 

II. Scene. 

The Bed chamber of Caiaphas. 
Caiaphas, Natiian, Josaphat, Ftolomy^;, Suloman, Rabbi Samuel. Later Nathan, Josna* 

Ezektel and Sadoc enter. 

CaipJias (standing, the center of the (rroupe and speaking to 
the rest). The happy beginning speaks well for the 
successful carryng out of our wishes. I thank ye, noble 
members of the Sanhedrim, for your zealous and skilful 
co-operaticm. 

Josaphat. The highest praise is due to our high priest, who 
first fired anew our Elder's hearts with such fervent zeal. 

Caiaphas. Let us go on without further delay. All is 
arranged for the speedy carryng out of this ming. The 
members of the council^ whom I called, will be here as 
soon as possible. 

Samuel has already brought tlie necessary witnesses. 
(The four priests enter.) I will then take up the 
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immediate trial of the prisoner and at once pronounce 
sentence and take further measures for carrvnof it into 
execution. The sooner it is carried out, so much surer 
the result. 

NatJian. Certainly it is desirable, that all be ever before our 
opponants have time for consideration. That is my project. 

CaiapJias. That is my intention. Confide in me, my friends. 
I have laid my plan and hope to carry it out. 

Sadoc. The wisdom of our high priest wins our implicit faith. 

All, The God of our father's bless his every step. 

Caiaphas. Samuel, bring in the witnesses. And thou, Soloman, 
see that the prisoner is brought forward (The\' all seat 
themselves). 

HI. Scene. 

The same. Christ is brought in by Selpha and two servants ; from the other side 

Samuel enters with the five witnesses. 

Selpha. Most worthy high priest! here, by thy command, is 
the prisoner. 

Caiaphas. Bring him nearer, that I may look into his face 
and question him. 

Selpha. Step forward and honour here the head of the high 
council. 

Caiaphas. Thou art then he, who imagined himself able to 
throw down the synagogue and the Law of Moses. Thou 
art accused of inciting the people to insubordination i 
that thou despisest the holy teachings of the father's; 
that thou oft didst break the holy commandcment to 
keep sacred the Sabbath day; and that thou didst utter 
blasphemous words and deeds. 

Here are honourable men that are ready to prove the 
truth of these words by their testimony. 
Listen, that thou mayst answer them, if thou canst. 

JVtin. I can witness, before God, that this man has incited 
the people, insomuch that he publicly denounced the members 
of the council and teachers of the law as hypocrites, ravishing 



— 88 - 



wolves in sheep's clotliing, blind leading the blind, and 
hath said that one should not follow their teachings. 

Eliab. I can also bear witness to this; and also add that 
this fellow perverted the nation and forbade them to pay 
tribute to (Jaesar! 

Nun. Yes, at least he has spoken words with a double meaning 
in regard, to it. 

Caiaphas, What sayest thou to that! Thou art silent? Hast 
thou naught to say against this? 

Gad. I have oft seen how he and his disciples, notwithstanding 
the laws of our fathers, went to table with unwashed 
hands. I have seen him go about with Publicans and 
sinners and go into their houses, to eat with them. 

Witnesses. That have we also often seen. 

Gad. I have heard, from reliable people, that he hath spoken 
with Samaritains ; yes, he has dwelt with them for many days. 

Nun. I was myself eye-witness how he did on the Sabbath 
that which is forbidden by the law of God; he witliout 
reserve, on such a day healed the sick and infirm, ^'es, 
he has also encouraged others to break the Sabbath. Thus 
he commanded one man to carry home his bed, another 
to bath in the pool of Siloah. 

Eliab, Of this I was also an eye-witness. 

Caiaphas. What hast thou to say to this declaration ? Answerest 
thou nothing? 

Nun, Thou hast called God thy Father and presumed to say 
that thou are one, with the Father, Thou hast made thyself 
equal with God. 

Miab, fhou hast raised thyself above our father Abraham 
and declared < before Abraham was I am!» 

Raphim. Thou hast said. «I can destroy God's temple and 
in three days build it again.* 

Eliezer, I have heard thee say. «I can destroy this temple 
made with hands and in three days raise up another not 
made with hands. 



— 89 — 



Caiaphas. Thou hast proclaimed that thou art possessed of 
superhuman^ divine power. These are heavy accusations and 
they have been proved. I see full well thou thinkest to 
save thyself by silence. Thou dost not dare to confess, 
before the fathers of the people, before thy judges, what 
thou hast tauj^^ht the people. Or darest .thou? 

Hear ye ! 1, the high priest adjure thee» by the living 
God! Tell us, art thou the Messiah, the Son of God? 

Christ. Thou sayst it, and I am. But I say unto you, here- 
after ^''e shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 
of power and coming in the clouds of heaven. 

CaiapJias (rending his garment.) He hath IMasphemed God! 
What need we of further witnesses ? See, ye have your- 
selves heard his blasphemy. What think ye? 

AIL He is worthy of death I 

Caiaphas. He is, with one voice declared worthy of death. 
Not I, not the High Council, the Law of God, pronounces 
sentence upon him. 

1 charge you, teachers of the law, answer I What 
says the holy law of him, who is disobedient to God^s 
authority 1 

Joshua (reading). The man that will do presumptiously and 
will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to minister 
unto the Lord, or unto the Judge, even that man shall die, 
and thou shalt put away evil from Israel. 

Caiaphas. What shall be done to him who desecrates the 
Sabbath day! 

Ezekiel (reading). Keep my Sabbath holy, he who desecrates 
it is worthy of death : whosoever doeth work on that day, 
that soul shall be cut off from the people. 

Caiaphas. What ptmishment does the law perscribe for a 
blasphemer ! 

Nathanael (reading). Thus saith the law of Moses. The man 
who curseth God shall bear his sin. And he that bhis- 
phcmeth the name of God, he shall surely be put to death 
and all the congregation shall surely put Inm to dcaih, 
be he a stranger or one that is born in the land. The 
man that blasphemes God shall die the death. 
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Caiaphas. Thus is the judgement pronounced upon this Jesus 
of Nazareth according to the law; it must be carried into 
execution as soon as possible. In the meantime I will 
have the condemned watched. Lead him away, guard him, 
and at dawn brinjv him before the High Sanhedrim. 

SelpJui, Come, Messiah, we will assign thee to thy palace, 

Balbus, There thou wilt receive the proper homage. (Thy 
lead Christ away, the witnesses also depart.) 

IT. Sceae. 

The same, with the exception of Christ, the Guards and the witnesses. 

Caiaphas (going in the midst of the Priests and Pharisees.) 
We are near our goal. We must act with decision. 

AU* We will not rest till he be brought to death. 

• Caiaphas. At dawn we will all meet here again. This must 
be made known to the High Priest Annas, and the other 
members of the Council. 

Rabbi, That will be carried out immediately. 

Caiaphas, Then the sentence of death be pronounced before 
the assembled council, and the prisoner immediately taken 
to Pilate, so that he may confirm it and cause it to be 
carried out. 

Sadock. God grant that that hour may come soon that will rid 
us for ever of our enemy. 

AIL God grant it I (While they are going out the curtain falls.) 

T. Scene. 

In the middle of the prosceninm. 

Judas coming in at the right): I am driven by anxious forebo- 
dings — The words of Annas — He must die — These 
words persue me and torment me — Where can I go and 
die! — No! — no! — They cannot drive it that farl — It 
would be too dreadful, — dreadful, — when they my 
Master, — and I — I — l^i^iltv of it! — No — they cannot 
go that far: — they can have no reason for it — Here in 
the house of Caiaphas 1 can well ask how it goes. — 
What shall I do ? — Shall 1 go there? — Oh! 1 cannot 
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endure this uncertainty longer, it weighs on me — this 
terrible uncertainty. 

But it must be — How beats m}' hearts with beats 
terror — Surely I will not have to hear the worst (Goes 
into the outer court.) 

VI. Scene. 

The Hall. 

Agar, Sara, Melchi, then Panther. Arphaxad, Abedins, Levi, later John and Peter. 
Finally Christ led hy Selphn, Melchus and Balbus. 

Agaj' (goin^ toward Melchi). See, come in here with yuur men. 
Sara, Here it is more comfortable. 

Melchi. That's true, children, (calling). Hi 1 cuuiiadesl come 
here! It is better to stay in this hall. (The servants 
come in). 

Arphaxad. Oh, I like this! If we had onh !<nown it sooner. 
Oh, how silU' we were to stay under the open sky and 
freeze. But where is some tire ? 

Panthar, Go, Agar and Sara, bring some hither, with wood 
to keep it up. 

Agar. Right gladl}-! 

Sara, You shall have it as soon as possible. (They go out). 

Watch. The trial seems to take the whole night. 

Melchi. Yes, yes. It takes a long time to hear the testimony 
of the wi^esses. 

Panther, And the accused will have to summon up all his 
eloquence, to extricate himself. 

Arpliaxad. It will not lielp liim any. The members of the 
council have been too much injured by him. (Agar and 
Sara come backj. 

Agar. Here is fire. 

Sara, And wood and fire-tongs. 

Watch. Man}' thanks, my good girls. 

Panther. Let us take care that the fire does not go out, 
(Several seat themselves around the fire). 
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Agar (to John, who appears at the entrance) John ! Thou 
contest here also, in the middle of the night? Come in, 
here thou canst warm th^'self. Is it not so? Say, men, 
you do not grudge this young man a place! 

Watch. Certainly not! Only come here! 

John. My o^ood At^ar. But I have also a comrade with me, 
can he not also come in? 

Agar, Who is he? Let him come in! Why should he stay 
out in che cold? 

(}ohn goes out to fetch Peter but comes back alone). 

A^ar. Well, where is he ! 

John, He stands on the threshold, but will not let himself be 
persuaded to come in. 

Agar. Come in good friend. Be without fear. 

Watch. Friend, come thou here to us. Warm thyself. (Peter 
goes towards the fire. John goes away and into the 
interior of the palace.) 

Arphaxad. Still nothing, to be seen nor heard of the prisoner ! 

Waich, How much longer must w,e wait here? 

Panther, Probably he will come out sentenced. 

Arphaxad. I wonder if enquiry will not be made for some 
of his disciples. 

Watch (laughing). There thou wouldst have a fine piece of 
work to catch them all. ^ 

PaniJur. It would nut be worth tlie trouble. When the master 
is away all these Galileans will take to their heels, and 
not let themselves be seen in Jerusalem more. 

Arphaxad. At least there should be a careful search made for 
him who stood guard in the garden and cut off Malchuses ear. 

Watch. Yqs that would mean an ear for an ear! (laughter 
Peter becoming more anxiuus goes away from the fire.) 

Panther (laughing). A crazy idear. No, no this rule finds here 
no application. Malchus has his ear back again. 




A*" " • * 
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Agar (to Peter.) I have been looking at thee for a long time. 
If I am not mistaken, thou art one of the disciples of the 
Man of Galilee? Yes, yes! Thou wert with Jesus the 
Nazarene ! 

Peter. I! — no — I am nut — Woman. I know him not. I 
know not what thou sayest! (draws away from her^ to go 
out, but he has to pass the groupe where Sara is standing). 

Sara, See 1 This man was also with Jesus of Nazareth ? 

Several, Art thou also one of his disciples? 

L^vi, Yes, thou art also one of tliem. 

Peter, Oh man ! I am not, on my soul, I know not the man! 
(he goes, very much confused, to the right side. The cock 
crows.) 

Abdias (to the rest, who are standing there.) Look at this man, 
he was also with him ! 

Peter, I do not know what ye have to do with me I What 
have 1 to do with this man? 

Several. Yes, thou art from Judea, thoii art also a Galilaen, 

thy speech betrays thee! 

Peter. God be my witness ! that 1 do not know thivS man of 
whom thou speakestl (The cock crows for the second 
time). 

Melchi. What! did I not see, in the j:i;arden, how thou didst 
cut off the ear of my coasin Malchus ? 

Watch (getting up from around the fire.) Make ye ready, the 
prisoner will be brought out! 

Panther, Well, how has it gone? 

Selphd, He is condemned to death. 

Watch (mocking). () woor king! (Jesus lo(jks sorrowful}^ at 
Peter. Peter stretches out his hand, and tlien covers his 
face with both hands.) 

Setpha, Come now comrades. Till dawn we must guard him. 

Lewi, Come. He shall shorten the tedium for us. (The curtain 
faU's.) 
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In the middle of th« prosceniuin. Peter, later John. 

Peter, Oh dearest Master. How far am I fallen, I weak, 
miserable man. Thou, my best Friend and Teacher have 
I denied, thrice denied. Thou, with whom I promised to go, 
even unto death. Oh! I cannot understand how I could 
have so forgfotten mvself. — Ciirsc mv shameful faithlessness. 

M}^ heart shall ever feel the remorse lor this desplicable 
cowardice. Lord, my dearest Lord. Hast thou still a 
pardon, a pardon for the faithless one, if so, send it, send 
it me! Still a^ain hear the voice of a penitant heart. — 
Ah! the hour is past! I cannot undo it — but I will ever 
weep and suffer for it. Never, never more will I leave thee. 
Oh thou best, holiest One. Thou wilt not cast me off. 
Not despise my bitter remorse. No! The mild compassionate 
look with which thou didst regard they deepfallen disciple 
assured me, wilt thou forgive me? 

This hope have I from thee. O! best of Teachers! And 
the whole love nf my heart shall from this moment belong 
to thee, to bind me fast and close to thee. And nothing, 
nothing shall be able to divide me from thee again (exit). 

John, What has become of Peter? My eyes sought him, in 
vain in the crowd. He could not have met with an3' 
adversity? Perhaps I will yet meet him on the road? I 

will now go to Bethany. 

But ah ! beloved Mother, what will thy heart have to 
hear, when I must describe the horrible scene that has 
taken place. The Innocent One misused and condemned 
by villains. 

O Judas, what a shameful deed hast thou committed ! 
(Goes after Peter). 

Yin. Scene. 

The prison. The mocking. Christ is seated, blindfolded upon a block. Seipha, 

Melchii Levi, Abdias, the watch, later Dan. 

Levi, Is this throne good enough for thee, great king? 

Melchi, We greet the6, new made Lord! But seat thyself 
more surely, thou mightest otherwise fall. (Seats him 
roughly on the block.) 

Levi. Thou art also a prophet. So say, greater Elias (striking 
him in the face) who smote thee? 
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Abdicis (smiting him). Was it I? 

Levi fshaldnj^ him). What is the matter? Hearest thou nothing? 
Art thou asleep? 

AIL He is deaf and dumb. A fine prophet! 

Abdias (pushino; him to the ground). Oh woe! Oh woe I our 
king is thrown oti his throne! 

Levi. What is now to be done? We have no longer any 
king ? 

Melchi. Thou art to be pityed. Once so great, a miracle, 
worker, and now so helpless and feeble ! 

Abdi€ts. Come, we will help him unto his throne again. 

All (lifting him up). Get up might}' king! Let us begin anew 
our homage. 

Dan (entering). Well, how goes it with the new king? 

AIL He speaks and hears nothing, we have no use for him. 

Dan, The highpriest and Pilate will soon make him reply. 
Caiaphas sends me, it is time to lead him before him. 

Selpha (who, with sf»me others, until now has taken no part.j 
Get up, comrades! 

Lem (takingthe bandage from Christ's eyes). So, get up I Thou 
hast been king long enough! 

AIL Away with thee. Thy reign is ended. (All go awa\ , 
the curtain falls.) 



Act X. 



The Despair of Judas. 



PROLOGUE. 



Why thus doth Judas wander confused and abject? 

Ah it is the Martyrdom of a wicked conscience. 
The bloodguilt resteth on the soul that 
Wanders in the fire of sins reward. 
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Weep, Judas, weep! I^)r what thou hast done! 

VVitii peintciitral tears, try to wipe it out. 
Meekly hoping, pray for grace; for 
The door of salvation is still for thee open. 

Oh, woe! well may bitter remorse torture him, 

For through the darkness no ray of hope can penetrate. 

Too great, too great is my sin : so 

Cries he, with Cain, the fratricide. 

Like unto him, uncomforted and unforgiven, 
Terror and despair have laid hold upon him. 

This is the final reward of sin; 

Toward such an end are its victims driven. 



Chorus ; 

''Wue to the man,'' so spake the Lord, 

T>y whom f am betray'd. 

It had been better for that man 

II he had ne'er been born/ 

And now this woe, which Josus spake, 
Follows on th' Iscariot's steps; 
He shall not miss sin's lull reward. 
The blood he sold for vengeance cries 
Aloud 1 — By gnawingr conscience scourg'd, 
Whipt by each Fury s frantic rage, 

He now runs raving, to and fro, 

And finds no rest for evermore. 
Till ho, alas! torn by despair, 
Casts from him in bewilder'd haste 
The load intorrable of life. 

Tableau: 

Cala tnnrders Abet. 

Thus Cain too flies. Whiter, alas! 
Thou canst not from thyself escape. 
Thou bear' St within thee pains of hell; 
And hast'nest thou from place to place, 
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Unceasingly the scourge is plied. 
Where'er Thoa art, the scourge is there ; 
Thoa never cans^t outrun Thy pain. 
This shall the sinners' mirror be; 
For if punishment come not to-day — 
Yet Heaven on credit still can go; 
So falls llie double load 
. Upon their heads the morrow. 

The assembled High Council discussing Christ s deaA sentence. Judas coines« fttl 
of remorse into the assembly, throws down the thirty pieces of silver, goes out| torn 

by despair and hangs himself. 

1. Scene. 

In the middle of the pr<Ki mum. 

Judas. So is my fearful misgiving become horrible certaintv. 
C'aiaphas has sentenced the Master to deatli and the 
Council has, with one voice agreed to the sentence — It is 
over — No hope of a pardon, if the Master had wislied 
to save himself he would have let his might be felt, for 
the second time in the Garden of Gethsemene. As he 
did not do so then, he will never do it. What can I do 
for him — I the wicked one, that gave him over to their 
hands ? They shall have the money Back, the blo< )d-money, 
. and they must give me my Master again — i will go there 
at once to state my claim — But will he be saved through 
that? — f)h[ the fooh'sli b<>pe is fled — They will mock mv 
propositions — Accursed Svnap-ooue ! Thou hast deceived 
me through thy incssentrers, tliou hast cheated me, thou 
hast seduced me, for bloody thirsty intentions, thou hast 
him in th\^ clutches. 

My bitter reproaches will make you tremble, ye unjust 
judges. I will know nothing of your devilish resolutions* 
No part will I have in the blood of the Innocent. Oht 
The pains of hell devour me. (exit) 

n. Scene. 

Synagogue. 

Caiaphas, Annas, all the miembers of the Sanhedrinia 

Caiaplias. i liiuught, assembled fdihers, I could not wait tlie 
morrow's dawn to carry out the death of the enemy of 
the Sanhedrim. 

7 
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Annas. Nor could 1 find :i moments rest for the great desire 
to hear the death sentence pronounced. 

All. It is pronounced, he must and shall die! 

Caiaphaa. I would not, most worthy fathers, trouble all the 
members of the Council to come here tonicrht. 

i There were the required number of witnesses and 
judges to pronounce the sentence and the condemnation 
was unanimous! Worthey of death. 

Then all had heard him, with his own lips, declare 
himself the Son of God, and that in the most outragous 
way he had blasphemed God. 

(Priests and Pharasees who had been present.) Yes, we 
bear witness of it, from his own lips we heard him blas- 
pheme God. 

Caiaphas, I will have the criminal once more brought before 
us, that ye may all be convinced that he is worthy of 
death* That the whole Synagogue may pronounce the sen- 
tence just. 

111. Scene. 

Judas (rushes in full of wrath). Is it true? Have ye con- 
demned my master to death? 

Habbi, Why dost thou thrust thyself uncalled into this assem- 
bly? Out from here! We will call thee when we need 
thee. 

Judas. I must know it! Have ye condemned him? 
AU, He must die. 

Judas* Woe, woe, I have sinned, I have betrayed the guiltless, 
and ye blood-thirsty judges, ye condemn and murder 
the innocent. 

All (with wrath) Judas! Peace — or — 

Judas. There is no peace for mc — Neither for ve ! The 
blood, the blood of the iimucent — cries for revenge! 

Caiaphas, What vexes thy soul? Speak, but speak with 
reverence. — Thou standest before the Sanhedrim! 

Judas. Ye will deliver him over to death, who is free from 
all guilt? Ye dare not do it! Then here 1 protest against 
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it, Yc have made me a traitor! Your cursed pieces 
of Silver — 

Annas, Thou didst thyself propose and didst close the 
bargain. 

Josaphut. Just remember, Judas! Behold thou hast received 
what tliDu didst demand. If thou coiiductest thyself well 
thou canst still — 

Judas. I will have nothing more — I tear in pieces your 
shameful contract! Give up the innocent ! 

Rabbi. Off with yoii, madman ! 

Judas. 1 deinand the release of the Guiltless! My hands 
shall be free from blood! 

Rabbi. What! Thou shameless traitor — Thou wilt order 
the holy Sanhedrim? Know then, thy master must die, 
and thou hast given him up to death. 

AIL He must die! 

Judas, He must die! I am a shameless traitor? I have 
betrayed him to death? (Suddenly breaking into a frenzy). 
Then may ten thousand devils from hell tear me in 
pieces; crush me! Here ye blood hounds, have ye your 
cursed, your blood money (Throws the money down). 

Cauiphus. Why didst thou allow thyself to be used in a 
transaction without having previously considered it? 

AIL Its thy affair! 

Judas, Then my soul shall be damned — niy body burst 
asunder — and ye — . 

AIL Silence, and be off with youl 

Judas. Ye shall sink with me into the lowest hell ! (Rushes of)). 

YI. Scene. 
The same without Judas. 

Caiaphas (after a pause). What a fearful man! 

Annas. I had had some foreboding of this. 

1* 




Amran vftd OzieL It is his own fault 

Cuiaphas. He may now expiate his fault. He has betrayed 
his friend, we persue our enemy. I stand steadfast by 
my determination — and if any one here present is of a 
contrary opinion let him rise. 

AIL No, what has been resolved upon will be carried out! 

Caiaphas. What shall we do with this mone}'? As it is the 
price of blood we dare not return it to the treasury 
of God. 

Annas, With the sanction of the Sanhedrim it can be de — 
voted to some useful purpose. 

Sams. A burial place fur Strangers is needed. This money 
could be used to buy such a place. 

AIL Yes, yes we agree to that. 

Caiaphas, Is such a place for sale? 

Saras. Yes, a potter in the city has offered a piece of 
ground for sale that can be had at this price. 

Caiaphas, Then Saras may close the bargain. 

Saras, 1 will attend to the business (Exit). 

Caiaphas, Now we will delay no longer, to pronounce the 
final judgement upon the prisoner. 

Annas. I will see if the scorn which he showed towards me, 
has been laid aside, it will he an unqualified satisfaction 
to me to unite with ye in the sentence: He dies! 

T. Scene. 

The Same. Christ is led'in by Selpha, Abdias uid Halbus. 

Selpha (leading him in). Show the High Council more reverence 
than before. (To the priest). Most learned Elders, we bring 
the prisoner, as we have been connnanded. 

Caiaphs, Lead him into the middle. 

Balhns. Step forward (Pushes Jesus forward). 

Caiaphas. Jesus of Nazareth, dost thou still adhere to the 
words which thou hast spoken this night before thy Judges? 



Annas. If thou art the Anointed, then tell usi 

Christtis. If I tell you, ye will not believe : And if I alsfi ask you, 
ye will not answer me, nor let me g:o. But here after 
shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power 
of God. 

All. Art thou then the Son of God? 
Christ, Ye say that I am. 

Annas, It is enough. What need we of any further witness? 

Priests and Pharasees (Who until now had been absent). 
We ourselves have heard it of his own mouth. 

Caiaphtts. Elders of the people of Israel! It is now your 
duty to proclaim jour decision upon the guilt and 
punishment of this man. 

All, He hath spoken blasphemy, He is worthy of death. 

CcUaphas, We will lead him before the judgment-seat of Pilate. 

All. Yes, away with him,*He must die! 

Caiaphas. It must previously be made known to Pilate, so 
that he will pronounce the sentence before the Passover. 

Rabbi, Some members of the Council could go on before to 
place before him the importance of the immediate disposition 
of the case. 

Caiaphas, Thou thyself, Rabbi; also Dariabas and RabinthI 

go ye on before. We will follow immediately, (The three 
leave). This day will the religion of our fathers be saved 
and the honour of the Synagogue be upheld, so that the 
echo of our glory will reach, to our latest descendants. 

Gerson, Down alt the centuries will men speak of usl^ 

Caiaphas, Now lead him forth, we follow. 

AIL Death to the Galilean! (All leave as the curtain falls. 

TL Scene. 

The Procentum. 
Rabbi, Dariabas, Rabinth, Quintus, Pilates Servant. 

Rabbi, At last we can breathe, more freely. We have been 
affronted long enough. 




Dariabas. And it is lii^h time — Otherwise the last hour of 
the Synagogue would have struck — The following, which 
he knew now so draw about him, was very large. 

Rabbi. Now, however, nothing more is to be feared 

from the people. Dathnn and his fellows have shown 
l^reat activity' in the past tew days — in gathering 
for us a crowd of resolute people — Ye will see I 
if anythincr occurs, they will have the deciding voice, 
the hesitating ones will agree with them and the followers 
of the Nazareen will lind it best for them to keep 
silent and with draw. I have no more anxiety. 

RMnth, How will we make our request known to Pilate? 
For we dare not enter into the house of a Gentile else 
will we be unclean and cannot at the Passover. 

Rabbi. We must therefore present the petition to him through 
one of his servants. 1 am known in the house. Let me 
knock on the door (He knocks). Some one will come. 
Yes, some one is coming. 

Quintus (opening the door) Welcome, Rabbi, enter in. 

Rabbi. By our law-, it is not permitted to day. 

Quintus. Ah? Can I perhaps execute your commission? 

Rabbi. We beg thee to do so. We are sent here by the high 
priest to prefer the request that the illustrious Governor 
will permit the council to appear before him and bring 
a criminal for the confirmation of the death sentence. 

Quintus, I will announce it at once to my Lord. In the 
meantime wait ye here. (Exit). 

Rabinth. It is a sad thing that we must come to the door 
of a Gentile in order to have the sentence of our holy 
Law fulfilled. 

Rabbi. Be comforted — If only this domestic enemy is out 
of the way — %vho knows if we may not soon rid our 
selves of these strangers? 

Darialnis. (Jh that I may live to see the day that will bring 
freedom to the children of Israeli 
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Quintus (returning) The Governor salutes ye. Ye shall say 
to the high priest, that Pilate is ready to listen to the 
petition of the high council. 

Rabbi. Accept our thanks for thy trouble — (They take their 
leave) Now let us hasten to inform the high priest. 

Rabinth (as they return). Will Pilate agree with the demands 
of the Sanhedrim? 

RaJbbi. He must 1 How can he resist, when the High Council 
and the entire people demand the death of this man? 

Dariabas. What does the Hfe or death of a Gahlean matter 
to the Governor r In order to please the hi^xli priest, 
whicli is important to him, he will make no opposition 
in permitting the execution. 



Judas (rushing forward). Where can I go to hide my fearful 
shame? No forest shade is dark enough^ no mountain 

cave is deep enough — Oh Earth, open thou and 
swallow me' I can not, can not live! Ah my master, 
the best of men, have I sold, given him up to ill treat- 
ment and to the tortures of a Martyrs death — I, 
detestable betrayer ! Oh where is there a man on earth 
on whom such guilt rests! How good he aiwa3S was to 
me, how sweetly did he comfort me when dark gloom lay 
on my soul! How wonderous happy I felt when I sat 
at his feet, and heavenly teachings, dropped like honey, 
from his mouth! How sweetly he admonished, even 
warned me, as I brooded over the scandelous treachery 
— The dear Lord! and I - I have repaid him thus! 

- — Accursed avarice — Thou only hast led me astray, 
thou hasi made me blind and deaf. Thou wast the ring 
that Satan fastened on me to drag me to the abyss. Ah 
no more a disciple, 1 can never look my brethern in the 
face again — An outcast, hated everywhere, everywhere 
despised, even by these who led me aslray, branded as 
a traitor, erring, I wander, with this fire burning within 
me! Ah there is still One! Oh if I might see His 
face once more I I would cling to Him my only, the only 
hope and anchor. But this One — lies in prison, is per- 



Yn« Scene. 
In a wood. 
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haps already murdered by wrathful enemies — Ah I no 
— By me, by me ! I, I am the outcast who has brought 
Him to prison and to death, Oh woe is me! Scum of 
Mankind! There is no help for me, for me there is no 
hope. My crime it is to great — no penance can make 
it good — He is dead and I am His murderer ! Unhappy 
hour in which my mother brought me into the world — 
shall I still longer drag out this wretched life — As one 
pest — stricken, flee from men. shunned, despised bv all 
men! No — not one step further - I can bear no more! 
~ Here accursed life will I end thee. On this tree 
will hang- tlie most wretched fruit. — Ha, C(Mne, thou 
serpent ; wind about my neck and straa^jle the betrayer ! 
(As he prepares to hang himself the Curtain descends). 



Act XL 
Christ Before Pil&te. 

PROLOGUE. 

Scarcely are spoken the words : Kill him, the enemy of Moses> 
Than the cry is taken up. Thirstin<^ with tigerlike thirst 
For the blood of the Innocent, 
Eagerly forth to Pilate they hasten. 

Before the Gentile tribunal, stands the boisterous assembly, 
Inexhaustable in abuse bringing accusation upon accusation 
And impatiently clamouring 
For the. final sentence of condemnation. 

So, too, once was heard against the Prophet Daniel, 
The thousand voiced cry: Baal hath he destroyed! 

Away ! to the lions den, with him 

Away ! let him serve as fopdon forthe lions ! 

Ah! When illusions false, into the heart of man 
Have beaten a path, man is no longer himself. 

Wrong to him is a virtue, 

Virtue he hateth and persecuteth. 

Chorus: 

**He hath blaspliemed God! 
We need no witness more. 
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Condemned to death 

By the law is He^; 
So rages the Sanhedrim. 
"Up! we will hence to Pilate, 
Bring our complaints before liim, 
Sentence ol death iorce from him.'' 

Tableau: 

The Presidents and Priaces denonnced Daniel before Darias the King, and 
demand that he shall be thrown into the den of ttons. 

Look well on this dumb picture: — 

As Daniel erst at Babylon, 

God's Son they falsely now accuse. 

"Fop of the gods is Daniel ' 

0 King, liear tliou thy peoples plaint: 

Great Baal hath he destroyed — 

The priests and dia^on hath he slain. 

Furious before thy throne 

Appears all Babylon. 

Wilt thoii escape the people's wrath? 
And save thy self from ruin. 
Then j^ive to death the ^ods great foe. 
The mighty god whom he hath scorned, 
Thus hastes the wicked, Sanhedrim, 
In violent rage to Pilates throne 
Demanding farloasly Messiahs blood 
Oh what has blinded them so much 
And. what has kindled in their hearts 
Of fury such devouring flood? 
'Tis envy, which no mercy knows 
In which hells flame does fiercly glow, 
With its consuming fire 

Nothing too sacrod, none too good — 

All is sacrificed to its fury, 

And to its wicked will. 

Oh woe to tose whom passion draws 

With coil of serpents, into the deeps. 

Restrain dark jiTeed forever 
From entering into your heart, 
It goads with Satan s deadly lust 
The mind to evil deeds. 
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Christ U led before Pilate, and there accused by the Priests. Pilate declares 

Him innocent and sends Him to Herold. 

I. Scene. 

Caiaphas, Annas, IViests and Pharisees, Traders and witnesses together with Christ 

led by Selpha and foUwed by the multitude. 

People (entering). De^h to thee, thou false Prophet! 

Abdias. Ha, Art thou alread}^ so full of fear that thou wilt 
not move on. 

Selpha^ Drive him on! 

Melchi. Shall some one carry thee? (Pushes him.) ' 
Levi, Move on. Thy journey will not be much longer. 
People. Only to Calvary. 

Abdias, There, on the cross canst thou in comfort rest. 
Caiaphas. Silence now, that our arrival may be announced. 

Rabbi (goes to the door and knocks.) 

II. Scene. 
The Same. Quintus. 

Quintus (appearing.) What does this crowd of people mean? 
Rabbi, The High Council has assembled here. 
Quintus, 1 will announce it at onee. 

Rabbi (to the members of the Council). He will not* delay to 
make our presence known. 

Caiaplnis. Ye members of the Sanhedrim ! If ye have at heart 
our holy traditions, our honour, the peace of the whole 
laud, heed this moment! It decides between us and that 
false teacher. If ye are men in whose veins' the blood of 
our fathers flows then, persevere'. Stand fast b}' your 
determination ! 

The Councilluis. Long live our fathers! Death to the enemy 
of the people! 

Caiaphas, Rest not until he is blotted from among the number 
of the living. 




Council. We will not rest! We demand his death, his blood. 

The People, Hearest thou, king, Prophet? 

III. Scene* 

The Same, Pilatet a1»o Mela, and Sjlvu^, and a Servant come on to the balcony. 

Caiapluis. Governor, representative of the Great Emperor of 
Rome! 

All. Health and blessing on thee ! 

Caiaphas, We have brought here before thy Judgement seat 
a man called Jesus, and we beg thee to allow the death 
sentence, pronounced by the Sanhedrim, to be carried out 

Pilate:' Bring him forth. What accusation bring yc against 
this man? 

Caiaphas. If he were not a malefactor, we would not have 
delivered him up unto thee, but would have punished him 
according to our laws. 

Pilate. Well, of what misdeed is he guilty? 

Caiaphas. He has in many mays, gravely offended th^ holy 
laws of the Children of Israel. 

Pilate. Then take him and judge him according to your laws. 

Annas. By the Sanhedrim he has already been judged and 
found worthy of death. 

Priests. By our laws he deserves death. 

Caiaphas. It is not lawful for us to pronounce the death 
sentence upon anyone. 

Therefore we bring the petition for the execution of the 
sentence to the representative of Cesar. 

Pilate (with impatience). How can I sentence a man to death, 
without known ig the crime of which he is accused? And 
before I am convinced that he is worthy of death. What 
has he done? 

Rabhi. The sentence of the High council against the man 
was unanimously pronounced. And founded upon the most 
exact examination of his crime. It does not appear 
necesary that the illustrions Governor should trouble himself 
with a further examination. 
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Pi7a/^ (Angrily). What! ye dare to demand thati, the representative 
of Ceasar will be a tool in your hands to carry your designs 
to fulfillment? Far be it mm me! I must know what law 
he has broken, and how he has broken it. 

Caiaphas. We have a law, and accordini>; to this law he must 
die, for he has called himself the Son of God. 

AmieL We have all heard this blasphemy from his own mouth. 

Annas. Therefore we must insist that he pay the decreed 
penalty of death. 

Pilate, After such talk as this which at most is only the fruit 
of the most fanatical imagination, no Roman can find 
this man guilty (Laughing). Who know but what he may 
be the son of come god? If you have no other crime 
to lay to his charge, do not suppose that I will fultill your 
request. 

Caiaplms. Not only against our holy law, but also against 
the Emperor himseff, is this man guilty of the most serious 
offences. We have found him to be an instigator, and 
a false teacher of the people. 

AIL He is a disturber of the people, an agitator. 

Pilate, I have already heard of one Jesus who went about 
the land teaching and performing wonderful deeds. But 

I have never heard, of his having caused an uprising. 
If any thing of the kind had occured, I would have known 
it before you, as the peace of the land is in my hands 

and (with emphasis) I am well informed of the wa3'S and 
doings of the Jews. So say: when and where has he 
caused an uproar? 

Naihanael. He gathers thousands of people about him, and 
very recently, surrounded by such a multitude, he made 
a triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

Pilate. I know it; but there was nothing in the may of an 
uproar. 

Caiaphas. Is it not sedition when he forbids the people to pay 
tribute to Ceasar? 

Pilate, Where is th}' proof? 






— 109 - 



Caii(/>li(is. Proof ciiuugli, in that he dechircs he is the 
Massiah, the King of Israel — Is that not a cliallenge for 
the people to desert Ceasar? 

Pilatvs. I admire your newly awakened zeal for the authority 
of the Emperor, (to Christ). Hearest thou, what heavy 
accusations these bring against thee? What answerest 
thou? 

Christy (answers nothing). 

Caiaphas, Seel He cannot deny them. 

Ezekiel, His silence is proof of his guilt, 

AIL Condemn him, then. 

Pilate, Have patience. There is plenty of time for that. 1 
will examine him privately. Perhaps when he is no longer 
intimidated by the number and the vehemence of his 
accusers, he will give me speech and answer to my 
questions. Go, my soldiers will take him in charge. — 
Hut ye — consider again the ground or the groundless- 
ness of your accusations — and examine well if they do 
nut come from interested motives. 

Joshue, All has been examined and considered. The law 
itself condemns him to death. 

Rabbi (as he departs). This causes a vexation delay. 

Caiaplias. Do not lose courage — Persistence will win the 
victory. (Exeunt). 



IV, Sceae. 

I'ilate, Mela, Sylvus. Christ is brough forward. 

Pilate (To Christ). Thou hast heard the accusation which the 
Council brings against thee — Cive me answer, therefore. 
Thou hast t ailed thy self, they say the Son of God — 
From whence congest thou? 

Christ (remains silent). 

Pilate. Speakest thou nut unto me? Knowest tliou not that 
T have power to crucify thee , and have power to- 
release thee ? 
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Christ. Thou couldest have no power at all against me, 
except it were <riven thee from above; therefore he that 
delivered me unto thee hath the greater sm. 

PUate (aside). A frank, candid answer! (To Christ) Art 
thou the King of the Jews ? 

Christ, Sayest thou this thing of thyself or did others tell 
it thee of me? 

Jr'Uate. Am I a Jew t Thine own nation and the chief 
priests have delivered thee unto me. They accuse thee, 
that thou wouldest be the king of Israel — What hast 
thou done? 

Christ. My kingdom is not of this world : If my kingdom 
were of this world then would my servants light, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews; but now is my 
kingdom not from hence. 

Pilaie, Art thou a king then? 

Christus. Tiiou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I 
born, and for this cause came 1 into the world that i 
should bear witness of the truth — Every one that is of 
the truth heareth my voice. 

I'ilate, What is truth? 



Y. Scene. 

The Same. Qnintus, Claudius. 

Quinttis. (Entering hurriedly) My lord, Claudius has come in 
haste, sent by thy wife, to bring thee a pressing message. 

Pilaie* Let him come to me. Lead the accused into the 
outer court. (To Claudius, as he enters) what word dost 
thou bring me from my dear wife ? 

Claudius, She greets thee and begs of thee for thine own, and 
her ^ood, thou have nothing to do with that just person 
that IS accused before thy judgment — seat, for she has 
suffered many things this day in a dream because of him. 

Pilate. Return and tell her she need have no fear. I will 
have nothing to, do with these propositions of the Jews, 
but do my utmost to save him. (Exit Claudius). 
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VL Scene. 

Pilate, Mela, Sytvus, A servant. 

JHlate, I wish I had nothing to do with this matter. What 
is your opinion, my friends, of the accusations of the 
high priests? 

Mela. It appears to me that tliev are tnuved onlv by envy 
and jealousy. Their vvords^ and their lookcs show the 
bitterest hate. 

Sylvus. The hypocrits make it appear as if the authoritv of 
Caesar was a matter that lay very near their hearts, while 
it is with their own ■ authority that thy are concerned, 
which they beHeve endangered through this great teacher 
of the people. 

JPilate. I think as ye do. I cannot believe that this man has 
criminal plans in his mind. He has so much that is noble 
in his face and in his bearin;^^. His speech also testifies to 
such noble frankness and a nature so highly lifted that 
he seems to me a very learned man, perhaps so learned, 
tiial tiiese dark minded men cannot endure his lio^ht. — 
And the troubled dream that my wife had on account of 
him! What if he were really of higher descent? — No, I 
will on no account comply with the demands of the priests. 
(To servant.) Let the high priests appear once more — 
and the accused again be led out of the judgement-hall. 

Til. Scene. 

The Same. The Membets of the Council. 

JPilate. Here have ye your prisoner again. — I find no fault 
in him. (The Pharisees are for an instant started). 

jtnnas. We have the promise of Caesar that our laws shall 
he upheld. How is it possible that he can be found with- 
out fault when he treads these laws under foot? 

All. He is guilty of death. 

Caiaphas. Is he not worthy of punisliment when lie mischievously 
violates that which by the will of Caesar is garanteed us. 

JHlate. I have told ye. If he hath trangressed your law, then 
punish him according to your laws, as far as ye are able. 
I can not pronounce the death sentence upon him, be- 
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cause I find nothing in him, according to the laws by 
which I am authorized to act, worthy of death. 

Caiaphas, If any one declares himself a king in a province 
of Caesar, is he not a rebel? Does he not deserve death 
as the punishment for high treason? 

Pilate, Evenif this man has called himself a king, this word 
of many meanings would not by any means authorize me 
to sentence him. With us it is publicly taught that every 
wise man — is a king. Proofs that he has assumed royal 
power, have ye not brought forward. 

Nathanael. Is it not proof enough, when through him the 
entire people are stirred up, when he fills the whole of 
Judea with his teachings from Galilee, where he first drew 
followers unto himself, even unto Jerusalem? 

PiUde. Did he come out of Galilee? 

All. Yes he is a Galilean. 

Rabbi. His home is in Nazareth, in the jurisdiction of King 
Herod. 

Pilate (pleased). If that is the case I am exi nmtcd from the 
oflfice of jud<Te.T Herod, the King of Galiice has come 
here for the Passover — he can judge his own subject. 
Take him away and bring him before his own king — 
Let him be conducted by my body-guard (Exit with 
his attendants.) 

Cataplui^ (after a pause). Away then to Herod — with him, 
who professes the faith of our fathers we will find a better 
protector for our holy laws. 

Annua. And if a thousand obstacles Stand in the way — the 
transgressor must meet his- deserved punishment. 

All (with wrathful o;lanccs at Christ). One h>jur sooner or later! 
T1vHi willt still be forced to submit! And today, too! 
(Exeunt all,) 

Act xn. 

Christ before Herod, 

PROLOGUE. 

There awaithcth further shame, for the beloved Saviour, 
When before Hcrods court; for to this haughty Prmce 
Neither His prophetic gift nor His miracle power will He show 

To flatter the monarchs vanity. 
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Therefore is the All-Wise treated by these fools 
Kven as a Fool, and mockingly clothed in white raiment, 
And exhibited to public gaze, as a passtime for the monarch 

And his princely iureiings. 

The mighty liero Samson, feared once by all ins enemies 
Now ot his sight deprived, exhibited as a captive 
Stands, derided and mocked and despised on account of his 

Before the Philistines. weakness 

But He who now seems weak, will yet reveal His power; 
He, who. degraded stands, will in His majesty shine. 
Above undeserved scorn, Virtue rises ever and is 

In triumph enthroned. 

Chorus: 

In vain before the beathen judgement seat 
The priests stir up the flames of passion 
The Romans steadfast mind they cannot 

change, 

Aiij^er's clamor^ moves him not. 

One word — one only, 
And Jesus to Herod is dra^gred alas. 
Who thinks the Saviour s sight a jest 
Behold this new disgrace! 

Tableau: 

SamsoQ is made sport of by the Philistiaes. 

Chorus: 

See Samson, see, his strong hand now 
The chain of slavery must bear 
The hero who bis thousand slew 
The garb of scorn now wears. 

So dreadful once to normies 

Hp sprvps as aim for all their scorn, 

Philistines use him for their sport. 

Thus also Jesus, >on of Ood doth stand 
Reviled, derided in robes of white 
And overwhelmed with scorn and spite. 

8 
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Herod treats Christ mockingly, and with scorn and sends him back to Pilate. 

1. Scene. 
Herod's Hall. 

Herodf Naason, Manasse, Courtiers. Zabulon and Mrrants. 

Herod. So you have the famous Miracle worker Jesus of 
Nazareth, a prisoner. 

Zabulon, . Certainly. O! King! I saw him, and recognized 
him at once. 

Herod. I have wished for a long time to see this man about 
whose works the whole land is speaking, whom the people 
follow in crowds as if drawn by magic (Seats himself.) 
It is not possible that John has come to life again? 

Naasson. John worked no miracles, but of this man are things 
told that are indeed wonderful, if they are not exaggerated 
in the telling. 

Herod. Now that 1 shall see him so unexpectedly I am eager 
to prove his wonder working power. 

Manasse. He will be very willing O, king, to give thee this 
pleasure, in order to have thy favour against the accu- 
sations of his opponants. 

Herod (to Zabulon). Say to the priests, that they may bring 
in the prisoner. (Exit Zabulon). 

Manasse, They will bring up all kinds of accusations against 
this man; for they are forsaken by all the people. 

Herod. That tliey may do before Pilate; here 1 have nothing 
to judge nor to question. 

Naasson. Perhaps they have been turned away by the governor, 
and are seeking another way to obtain their end. 

Herod. I do not meddle in their pious controversies. I will 
only see him, and prove his miracles, with my own eyes. 

II. Sme.*: 

The same, Caiaphasi Annas, Rabbi, the four Priests, Christ is led in hj Herod's 

soldiers. 

Caiaphas, Mighty King! 

All the priests. Health and blessing be upon thee from the 
Almighty ! 
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Caiaphcts, The Sanhedrim has taken this prisoner and hrings 
him before the king that he may confinn the sentence 
as lawful. 

NatJuinieL The law dciii«inds his death. 

Annas. May it please the king to confirm the sentence of the 
Synagogue. (Tending him the roll^ that the Rabbi held 
in his hand). 

Herod. How can I be a judge in a foreign territory ? Go to 
your own Governor. He will do justice. 

CaiapJms. Pilate sent him here, because he was a Galilean 
and thy subject. 

Herod. Is this man in my jurisdiction I Who is he? 

All the priests. He is Jesus o{ Nazareth. 

Caiaphas. Therefore said Pilate: Let King Herod pronounce 
sentence upon his subject 

Herod. Pilate said this ? That is singular I (to his courtiers.) 
Pilate sends him to me! Grants me leave to act as in judge 
his own province! 

Naasson. It seems as if the Governor wishes to make 
approaches to our king. 

Manasse. Certainly, he must feel how agreeable it is to have 
the king's friendship. 

Herod. It shall be to me a token of his new tnendsliip. (to 
Christ). Much have 1 heard of thee by report and long 
have I wished to see the man, at whom all lands wonder. 

Rabbi. He is a deceiver! 

Priests. An enemy to our holy law. 

Herod. I have heard that thou canst read the secrets of men, 
and tell of deeds, that pass the bounds of human knowledge. 
Let us have a proof, a token of thy wisdom, and <:^reat 
powe r We will honour thee, as tlie people do, and believe 
on thee, 

Sacoch. O king, do not let thyself be led astray. He is in 
league with Beelzebub. 

8* 



Herod. That is all the same to me. Listen: Last night I 
had a wonderful dream. If thou canst tell me what I 
dreamed, then I will value thee as a good reader of hearts. 

Christ (silentj. 

Herod. Thou canst not go so far. Perhaps thou canst inter- 
prete my dream if I tell it thee. I dreamed I stood upon 
the battlement of my palace at Herodium and saw the sun 
go down. Suddenly a man stood before me, he stretched 
out his hand and pointed toward the Occident and said; 
Look there ! 

There in Hesperia is thy sleeping place. Scarcely 
had he said it than his figure melted into mist, I started, 
and awoke. If thou art as enlightened as Joseph, when he 
stood before the king of £g}'pt, so interpret unto thy king 
this dream. 

CUrist (silent, looking at him sadly). 

Herod. Art thou not versed in this matter? Well, show us 
thy famous miracle working power ! Cause it to become 
suddenly dark in this hall or raise thyself and depart from 
us, without touching the floor, or transform the roll on 
which thy death sentence is written into a serpent. — 
Thi)U wilt not? — Or ca^^t thou not? That ought to be 
easy for thee. They tell of much greater miracles of thine. 
(To the courtiers, with anger and scorn). He does not stir. 
Ah, I see well that the reports of his great doings are 
only the idle saying of the people; He knows nothing and 
can do nothing. 

Naasson. It is eas}' to deceive the foolish people. It is a 
ditferent thing to stand before the wise and niigiity king. 

Manasse (to Christ). If thou have any thing in thee, why is 
thy wisdom speechless here? Why does thy power vanish 
as a soap-bubble? 

Herod, There is nothing in him. He is a foolish fellow, 
whom the applause of the people has made mad. (To 
the Priests). Let him go. He is not worth the trouble 
you are making about him. 

Caiaphas, O king, do not trust this crafty fellow. He makes 
himself out a fool only in order to obtain a milder 
sentence. 
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Anmts. If he is not put out of the way, he will put the king's 
person in danger, for he has dared set himself up as king. 

Hcruil. This man? As a kin^ ? As king of fools — that is mure 
credible. As such he deserves, to be acknovvledf^ed. As 
such, 1 Will present him with a royal mantle and install 
him, with due formalities, as king of all fools. (Nods to 
Zabulon, who goes out). 

All the priests. Not this — he is worthy of death ! 

Caiaphas. King, protector of our holy laws, remember thy 
duty to punish the transgressor as the law ordains. 

Herod. What have ye then against him? 

Rabbi, He hath violated the Sabbath! 

Nathanaeh He is a blasphemer! 

All the pn'rsts. And as such the law declares him worthy 

of death. 

Ezekiel. He also spoke contemptously of the temple that 
thy father so magnificently rebuilt for us, for he declared 
that he would build a far more beautiful one, in its place 
in three days. 

Herod (laughing). Well, there he has proved himself as the king 
of fools. 

Josue. The honour in which 1 hold thee, O Iving, almost 
forbids me to repeat it. He has also spoken of thee, 
his lord and king, most irreverently, presuming to call thee 
a fox. 

Herod. Then he has attributed to me a quality that he himself 
lacks entirely (To Zabulon who has entered with a white 
mantle). (Clothe him. Wrapped in this really beautiful 
kings mantle he will play his part, well beftne the people. 

All the priests. To death with him! to death with him! He 
must die! 

Herod, No, I will not be guilty of the blood of so exalted 
a king. 

Zabulon (when he has clothed Christ). Ah! there stands the 
magnificent one! Now thou art fine to look at, great 
miracle worker! 
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Manasse. All the fools in the land will be glad to have a 
king so adorned. 

Naasson. How astonished tliy aUunrers will be when thou 
relatest the miracle to them by which thou didst earn 
this magnificent raiment from King: Herod. 

Herod, In this worthy attire lead iiim before the people 
that they may wonder at him to their heart's content 
till they have seen enough of him. 

Soldier, Achior. So come, miracle worker, and allow us to 
accompany thee. 

2nd Soldier, Sophar. What an honour for us to walk by the 
side of the worshipful miracle king (They lead Christ away). 

m. Scene. 

The S«me without Christ wad the Soldiers. 

Caiaphas. Thou hast convinced thyself, O king, that he is a 
worthless fellow, that all his alleged great works are lies 
and frauds, through which he deluded and led the people 
astray. Give then, thy verdict. 

All the priests. Speak the death sentence, as the law decrees. 

Herod. My verdict is he is a simple fellow and not capable 
of the crimes with which ye burden him. If he has done or 
said anything unlawful it is to be set down to his 
simplicity. 

Caiaphas, Take care, oh king that thou are not deceived. 

Annus. 1 fear, oh king thou wilt live to regret^ it, if thou 
allowest him to go without punishment. 

Herod. I fear nothing. A fool must be treated as a fool. 
He has now done pen mce for his folly and in the future 
he will leave it otf — Herewith the trial is at an end. 

Rabbi, Then it is all over with law, with religion, with Moses 
and the Prophets! 

Her(^, 1 abide by my verdict. I am tired and will meddle 
with this affair no lon<j;er. — Pilate may dispose of it 
according to his official right. Extend to him greeting 
and friendship from king Herod. — Priests leave showing 
great disappointment). 
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rV. Scene. 

Herod. Naasson. Manasses. 



Herod. This time the resuU of our expectations hath not been 
fulfilled. I had promised myself the fjreatest pleasure, 
from God knows what kind of miraculous oratory ; and we 
saw an ordinar\' man and heard not one tone from 
his mouth. 

Manasses. How false rumor amplifies .things, which when 
seen near by are nothing. 

Herod: Friends , this is not John. John spoke, and spoke 
with such wisdom and strength that one must give heed 
him — But this man is as dumb as a fish. , 

Naasson. The only wonder to me is that the priests should 
persue him with such bitter hate even to death. 

Herod. I think less of putting him out of the way now that 
I have seen thim. Pilate would not have sent him to me 
if he had been found guilty of a grave] crime against 
the State. 

Naasson. He is an fanatic, and such people make a noise 
only for a little while with their follies. 

Herod. To revenge oneself on such a person would be the 
height of folly — But we have occupied enough time with 
this troubles ome question. Let us go. We will make up 
for lost time by seeking some more agreeable entertainment. 



Ah! what a pitiful sight, forever to be deplored 

By the disciples of Christ, now comes before the eyes 1 

The Saviour's body with cruel wounds covered 
By the unnumbered strokes of the scourgers ! 

His sacred head surrounded by a crown of piercing thorns 
His coutenance covered with blood, till He scarcely can be known I 
Who would not shed, at such a sight 
Tears of sorrow and of compassion ? 



Act xm. 

The Scorging and Crowaing with Thorns. 
PROLOGUE. 
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When father Jacob saw the garment of his beloved 
Saturated with blood, trembling he beheld it, 

And then he wept and cried aloud 
Piercing tlic heart with his lamentations. 

Let us also weep, as we now behold the 

Divine Friend of our souls, enduring infinite pain. 

For alas! it is for us! for our sins 

That His loving heart is so sorely wounded! 



Not yet have they from raging ceas d — 
I Their thirst for vengeance is not still'd; 
Only on thoughts of murder broods 
The bandy with Satan's hatred fill'd. 
Can nothing soften then these hearts? 

Not even His body by scourging torn. 
Cover'd with wounds innumerable? 
Can sympathy by nought be waked? 



First Tableau. 

Joseph's brethren bringing in his bloody coat 
Chorus. 

0, what a scene of horror dire! 
See Joseph's coat with blood besprinkled 
And Jacob's aged cheeks are wet 
With bitter tears of deepest grief. 

"Where is my Joseph? where my joy, 

On whom age's hope has rested? 

Oh grief — the blood is dripping from this 

coat, 

The blood of Joseph — my dear child. 



A wild beast must have mangled him, 
Torn him, my loved one. Ah, ahisl 
Thee, Joseph, will I follow soon ; 
My grief no comfort can assuage.'^ 



. A 
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Thas tnourns he ^ thus doth he lament 
Oh my Joseph — he is no more. 
Thus Jesu's body wilJ be torn 

With wildest rage, 

His Precious Rlood 

In streams from every wound will flow. 

Second Tableau. 

The ram appointed for the sacrifice in place of Isaac. 

•Abraham! Abraham! slay him not 
Tiiy faith hath" — thus saith 
Jehovah — giv'n up tiiine only son; 
Tiiine now again — for nations' weal shall 

live*. 

Within the thicket Abr'am saw 
A ram caught in the thorny bush. 
He took and quickly offered it, 
Jehovah's chosen sacrifice. 

This symbol shows a mystery great 
Still veiled in holy gloom. 

Like to tliis offerino; on Moriah givpn 
Even as Christ soon with thorns will 

be crown'd. 

Ye all who pass this way 
Ah, stand ^till! Attend and see 
Where ever was found a love so great 
As with this love compares. 

Christ is brought t^ain before Pilate ; he proposes the choosing between Christ and 

Barabl^as and lets Christ be scourged. 

I. Scene, 

On the Proscenium. 

Caiaphas, Annas, Priests and Pharasees. Traders and witnesses. Christ led in by the 

Roman soldiers. 

Caiaphas (at the head of his band). -Now we must challenge 
Pilate more imperiously, and if he will not do our wul, 
we must extort the sentence from him by the Emperor's 
authority. 



Annas. Shall I now in my old age ^ec the Synagogue over- 
thrown? No! With this stammering tongue will I cry for 
the life and blood of this malefactor and then descend 
unto the tomb of my fathers when I have seen tihis evil 
doer die upon the cross. 

RiMi, We would sooner let ourselves be buried under the 
ruins of the temple, than go back from our resolution! 

Pharasees, We will not leave off untH he is put to death. 

Caiaphas. Whoever does not abide by this descision let him 
be put out of the Synagogue. 

Annas. Let the curse of the fathers fall upon him. 

Caiaphas. Time presses; the day advances. Now, now must 
all levers be put in motion so that before the feast otjur 
wishes may be carried out. 

II. Scene* 

The bame. Pilate aud followers appear upon the balcony, 

Caiaphos. We brinor the prisoner once more before thy jud- 
gement-seat, and demand most earnestly his death. 

AU members of the council. We insist upon it, he must die ! 

Pilate. Ye brought this man before me as an incitor of the 
people; and see, 1 have heard your complaints. I myself 
have examined him, and found nothing in him touching 

these things whereof ye accuse him. 

Caiaphas. We stand by our accusations. He is an offender 
wortfiy of death. 

All members of the cotmcil. An offender against our law, and 
against Caesar. 

Pilate. I sent him, as he was a Galilean, to Herod. Have 
you brought forward your accusations there? 

Caiaphas, Yes, but Herod would not judge because thou art 
in command here. 

Pilate. Yes, but lie lound nothing in this man, woitliy of 
death. I will have him brought before me, as you desire 
it, and will have him scourged and then set free. 
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Annas. That is not enough! 

Caiaphas, The law prescribes for such an offender, not the 
punishment of scourging, but the penalty of death. 

All members of the coHHi il. death with him ! 

Pilate (severely). Is your hate against this man so deep and 
bitter that he cannot satisfy you by the blood from his 
wounds ! Ye compel me to tell you openlv what I think. 
Urged by ignoble passions, you persecute liim, because the 
people give more heed to him than to yi»u. 1 have heard 
enoLitrli of your hateful accusations. 1 will now hear the 
voice of the people. A great Miuiiber of people will soon 
assemble here, according to ancient custom, to beg for the 
release of one prisoner at the feast; then will be shown 
if 3'our accusation is the. outcome of public sentiment 
or only personal revenge. 

Caiapluis. It will he shown, O Governor that thou thinkest 
evil uf us unjustly. 

Josue. It is not vengeance, but the holy zeal for the law of 
God that moves us to demand his death. 

Pilate. Ye know of the murderer Barabbas, Jhow lies in fetters 
and of his crimes. Between him and esus of Nazareth, 
I will let the people choose. The one whom they ask 
for, the same will I release. 

AIL Release Barabbas. 

Amiel, This one to the cross! 

Pilate. You are not the people, the people will speak for 
themselves. In the meantime I will have this one scourged, 
(to servants.) The soldiers shall lead him away, and 
scourge him according to the Roman law. (exit servent.) 
What ever he has done will be atoned for sufficiently, 
and perhaps the blind wrath of his enemies will be appeased 
by the sight of the scourging. (Goes in with his escort.) 

in* Scene. 

The same without PUftte an4 his escort 

Caiaphas. Pilate calls lor the voice of the people. Well, we 
call for it also. (To traders and witnesses.) Now, valiant 




Israelites, the time has come! Go into the streets of 
Jerusalem, summon your friends, our trusted followers, to 
come here. Gather them together in great crowds, kindle 
in them the most glowing hate agamst the enemy of 
Moses. Try and win the wavering ones by the power of 
your words and by promises. Rut terrify the followers 
of the GaHlean by a great outcry aorainst them, by insult 
and mockery and threats and, if necessary, by illtreatment, 
that not one will dare to show hunself here, much less 
to open his mouth. 

Traders and Witnesses. We will hasten thither and soon return. 

Dathan. Each at the head of an excited mob! 

Caiaphas, We will all meet in the street of the Sanhedrim. 

Mt nihers of the council (calling alter them). Hail to ye, true 
disciples of Moses! 

Gersm, Ye will be the iirst in Israel! 

Caiaphas (to members of the council). Let us not waste a 
second. Let us go and meet the crowds to encourage 
them, to inflame them. 

Annas. We will then, from all the streets of Jerusalem lead 
the exasperated people, before the judgement-seat. 

Rabbi. Pilate wishes to hear the voice of the people ; he shall 
hear it. 

Caiaphas, He shall hear the united cry of the nation : Free 
Barabbast the Galilean to the cross! 

AIL Free Barabhas I To the cross with the Galilean! (They 
go out by dilferent sides). 

IT. Scene. 

In court of the Judgementhall. Christ bound to a pillar is scourged. Milo 
Caspius .Sabinus Domitivs, later one of Pilates servants. 

Caspim. He has had enough, he is all covered with blood. 

AIL Thou pityable king of the Jews ! 

Sabinus, What, what kind of a king is this? he holds no 
scepter in his hand; w*ears no crown upon his head? 
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Domitius. That can be arranged. 

Caspiiis, Wait! I will immediately bring the insigma of 
Jewish sovereignty (exit). 

Milo, So thou must again really be king. 

Sabinus. So king, wait patiently a little while, thou wilt be 
royally arrayed. 

Caiaphas (cuniincr back). See here! Here is certainly lovely 
tiiicry for a king of the Jew8 ! 

Milo and Sabinus, Is it not so? Thou didst not expected such 
an honour? 

Caspius. Come. Let us put this purple mantle around thee. 
But seat thyself; a king should not stand. 

Milo. And here is a magnificent pointed crown (puts it on). 
Let us look at thee! (laughter). 

Domitius. That it ma}* not fall from his bead we will put it 
on more securely. (The}* press the crown down with two 
staves). 

Sabinus. Here is the scepter. The crown will not come off, now! 

All. What a ktn^ (kneeling before him.) We greet thee 
great and mighty king of the Jews ! 

Servant (coming in). The prisoner shall be brought immediately 
into the judgement hall. 

Sabinus. Ah ! Thou comest just at the wrong time. 

DonUiius, Thou hast disturbed us in the midst of our 
demonstrations of reverence. 

Caspius. It will be done at once (Exit servant). 

Milo, Stand up ! Thou wilt be led about as a spectacle. 

Sabinus. There will be rejoicing among the Jewish people when 
their king appears before them in full royal splendour! 

Caspiiis. Take him hither. We may tarry too long. (They 
lead Christ away.) 



Act XIV. 

Christ sentenced to death. 

PROLOGUE. 

A very picture of misery, there, the Redeemer stands. 

£ven Pilate himself is moved to sympathy for Him. 
Have ye then no mercy 
Oh ye deceived and misguided people? 

No! By -frenzy seized, they ciy: Away to the cross with Him! 

Crying out for death and martyrdom for the HoUest. 
For the murderer Barabbas 
They demand freedom and pardon. 

Ob how different once stood before the people of Egypt 
Joseph! While songs of joy, resounded on every side; 
As the saviour of Egypt 
He was welcomed and lool^ed upon. 

But around the Saviour of all, in wrath is raging round 
A furious, blinded people which ceaseth not its clamour 
Till the unwilling Judge 
Cries: So take Him and crucify Him I 



Chorus: 

0 see the King! See Him in scorn 

As monarch-crown'd — with what a crown! 

And what sceptre in his hand! 

See Him in purple robe array *d, 

Yea, and with crimson rags bedeck'd. 

Is that the festal garb of Kings? 

Where on him is a trace of Deity? 

The sport of cruel hangmen now. 

Behold the Man! 

Cries IMlate pitying: 

See what a iiian! 



First Tableau. 

Joseph made goveriior over Egypt, 

Joyous shouts before Joseph ring 
Loud shall it ring through Egypt 
.Live Joseph long! to him be honour! 
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A thousand fold shall it resound: 
"Father of Egypt! — frieod to all!*< 
And all unite, both great and small, 
In our triuropbant revelry. 

Thou givest to Ei?ypt pridp and joy, 
A j*f rength never known before. 
Joseph, to-day doth Egypt bring 
Her homage full of joy to Thee. 
Loud shall it ring through Egypt 
Live Joseph long &c. (Verse repeated.) 

Second Tableau: 
The Goat Sacrificed as a Sia-Offeri»g. 
Chorus: 

The ancient cov'nant's offring this, 
Aa God ordain'd it should be brought. 

Two goats before His altar placed, 
And then on one the lot doth fall — 
The one by God chos n for HiraseH. 
Jehovah! through blood-offering 
Again be to Thy people good! 

The blood of goats the Lord doth will 
No more in the new covenant; 

New sacrifice He doth require. 
A Lamb from every blemish pure 

Must of this covenant offring be. 

His only Son the Lord demands: 

He Cometh quickly — falls — and bieeds. 

A double chorus now begins singing 
alternately with people behind the scenes : 

Chorus: A murderous cry e'en now 1 

hear I 

People: Barabbas be 

From fetters free! 

Wild rings, alasl the murderer^s 

cry. 

People: To the Cross with Him! 

To the Gross with Him! 



— 128 — 

Chorus: Ob look at him! Oh! look at 

iiiin! 

What ever evil hath He done! 

People; If thou release this wretched one 
Then art thou not the emperors 

friends. 

Chorus: Woe to thee, Jerusalem! 

The blood of His Son will yet 
avenge on you the Lord. 

People: His blood be on as, and on our 

children! 

Chorus: Be it then upon you, and on 

yoar children! 

Streets of Jerusaleni. 



Pilate shows the soiti;ged ftnd crowned Christ to the people. These demand the 
releasee of Barabbas and the death of Christ, The governorship of I'ilate is endan- 
gered thcongh threats — he pives the innocent Jesus another hearing and gives 
Barabbas his freedom and sentences Christ to death. 



I. Scpiie. 

The City of Jerusalem. Priests Pharisees and people in four parties, in each, arc 

some traders and witnesses. 



A. Comes by the Street of Annas 

B. Comes by the Street of Pilate 

C. Comes from the right, into the City 
J}. Comes from the left into the City 



Natbanael. 

EsechieU 
Caiaphas. 
Annas, 



One hears the noise from afiur, then ever nearer. 

Nathanael. Moses, your Prophet summons you I His holy laws 
call for vengeance. 

A,'People, We listen to Moses, We are and will remain pro- 
fessors of Moses and his teaching. 

C. -People. We sUtud by our priests and teachers. Away witli 

him who lifts himself up against them! 

D. 'People. Ye are our fathers. We will maintain your honour. 

Annas, Come children. Throw 3'ourselves into the arms of 
the Sanhedrim. It will save you ! 




Mzechiel. .Shake it off, shake it off — the yoke of the 
deceiver ! 

B. 'Peopie, We will know nothing more of him. We follow you ! 

C. 'People, The whole people wishes your success. 

D. -People. We come with you. We will be free from this 

false teacher — the Nazarinel 

J Caiaphas. The God of your Fathers will receive you again. 

I Annas, You will be again a holy people. 

C.-D.-Peoplc. Ve are our true hiends. Long Hve the high 
Sanhedrim. Long live our priests and teachers ! 

Annas, And the Galilean diesl 

Caiaphas. On, let us hasten to Pilate. 

NaihanaeL His death, his blood let us demand! 

A, 'People, On to Pilate! The Nazarine must die! (The 

people are now visible right and left Band C. and 
D. join). 

Caiaplias. He falsified the law! He hatli despised Moses, 
and the IVoplicLs! He hath blaspiienieJ God I 

C,'D,'PeopU, To death with the false prophet! 

B. ' People. Death by the cross ! 
C-People, The blasphemer must die! 

B. 'People, Pilate shall let him be crucified! 
Caiaplias, He will pay for his misdeeds on the cross! 

C, -D,'People, We will not rest until the sentence be spoken. 

(All the sections are now on the stage. Caiaphas goes 
. from one section to the other — All halt). 

Caiaphas. Hail to you. Children of Israel! Ah, ye are still 
the true descendants of your father Abraham. O rejoice 
that ye are saved from the utter destruction ! that this 
deceiver wished to bring upon you, and upon your children. 

Annas. Only by the untiring effort of your fathers has this 
nation escaped the abyss. 

9 
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All the people. Long live the High Council — Death to the 
Nazarine ! 

Priests. Curse luni whu docs not vote for his death ! 
AU tite people. We vote for his death ! 

Caiaphas. Let him be cast out from the heritage of our 
fathers. 

People, Let him be cast oli ! 

Annas, No part shall he have with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

People. No part shall he have with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Caiaphas. The governor will give you the choice between 
this blasphemer and Barabbas. Lets us insist on the freeing 
• of Barabbas. 

All (coming toward the front of the Proceniunij. Let Barab- 
bas go free ! Down with the Nazarine J 

Annas. Praise be to you, our fathers, who have heard our 
wishes. 

All, Pilate must consent — The whole nation demands it 
of him ! 

Caiaphas. The happiest day for the People of Israel! 
Children be hrm! 

Priests and Pharisees, This day gives back honour to the 
Synagogue and to the people, freedom! (coming in front 
of the palace). 

Caiaphas, Demand the sentence boisterously ! Threaten with 
a general tumult! 

All. We demand the blood of our enemy! 

Servants and soldiers, (comins: out of the door and 
calling back hurridly). Uproar! Tumult! 

All the people. The Nazarine must die! 

Caiaphas. Show courage! Hold out undaunted! The right- 
ous cause protects us. 

All. Pilate, pronounce the death sentence! 

Pomponius (coming out on the balcony). Silence! Peace! 
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All, No ! We will not hold our peace till Pilate consents. 

Pomponius* Pilate will appear immediately. (Exit). 

All. We demand the death of the Nazarine! 

Caiaphas (to the members of the council). Now let Pilate 
learn, as he desired, the wish of the people! 

II. Scene. 

The SAtne. Pikte with followers. Christ crowned with the crown of thorns, led 

by two soldiers. 

All. Judge ! Sentence him 1 

Pilate (compassionately, regarding Jesus) Behold the man ! 

Priests and Pharisess. To the cross — 
People, To the cross with him! 

Pilate, Can not even this pitiful sight win some compassion 
from your hearts? 

All. He dies. To the cross with liimi 

Pilate. So take ye him and crucify him at your peril. I will 
have nothing to do with it, for I can find no fault in him. 

Caiaphas. Hear, O Governor, the voice of the people! They 
join in our accusation and denuiud his death. 

.People. Yes, we demand his death! 

Filaie (unwillingly to the soldiers.) Lead him down. And 
let Barabbas be brought out of prison; the jailor shall 
deliver him over at once to the chief Lictor. 

Annas. Let Barabbas live. Pronounce the death sentence 
upon the Nazarine. 

People. To death with the Nazarine! 

Pilate. I do not understand this people. Only a few days ago ye 
accompanied this man tiirough the streets of Jerusalem with 
rejoicing and joyful acclamations. Is it possible that today, 
these very same people, call down death and destruction 
upon him. (with anger) That is a desplicable fickeness. 

9* 
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Caiaphas. These good people have learned at last to see 
that they have been deceived by an adventurer, who called 
himself the Messiah, the king of Israel. 

Nathanael. Now are the eyes of these people fully opened, 
when they see he cannot help himself. He, who promised 
to bring freedom and salvation to the nation. 

EzechieL Israel wants no Messiah who lets himself be taken 
and bound and mocked. 

Peoph. Let him die! The false Messiah! The deceiver! 
(Christ and Barabbas are lead in, from opposite sides, 
and placed side by side). 

Pilate* Men of Judea! It is the custom that I should release 
unto you one at the passover. Look well at these two. 
The one mild of countenance, dignified in his bearing, the 
picture of a wise teacher — onewh(3ni ye yoiirseh es have 
honoured long, not one evil can be laid to his charge, 
and already he has been humiliated hv the most frrievous 
chastisement — The other an ugly, savage creature, an 
otf accused rubber and murderer, a horrible picture of a 
perfect villain. 

I appeal to your reason and human feelings. Choose 1 
Which will ye — that I release unto you, Barabbas or 
Jesus, called, the Christ? 

Priests and people. Release Barabbas ! 

Pilate. Will ye not that 1 release unto you the king of the Jews! 
Priests and people. Away with him. Give us Barabbas ! 

Caiaphas. Thou hast promised to free him whom the 
people choose. 

Pilate (to Caiaphas) I am accustomed to keep my word without 
being reminded of it. (to the people). What shall I do 
then with the king of the Jews ? 

Priests and Eharasees. He must be crucified. 

People, Crucify! Crucify him! 

Pilate, What! Shall I crucify your king! 

Priests and Pharisees, We have no king but Caesar. 
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Pilate. I cannot sentence this man, for I find no fault in him. 
He has been sufficiently chastised. I will let htm go. 

Priests. If thou lettest this man \io thou art no friend to Caesar. 

Caiaphas, He proclaimed himself a king. 

Priests and Pharaisees, Whoso proclaims himself king is a rebel 
against Caesar. 

Nathanael. Is this rebel to remain unpunisiied and spread still 
further the seed of revolt 1 

People. It is the duty of the governor to put him out of the way. 

Caiaphas. We have done our diitv as subjects of Caesar and 
delivered this rebel over to thee. If thou dost not hear 
our av^ciisations and the voice of the people \vc are free 
from guilt. TIhri, alone, o governor art responsible unto 
Caesar for the consqucnces. 

Annas, If on account of this man, universal desquiet and 
revolt ensue we will know where the guilt lies, and the 
Emperor will know it too! 

People, The matter must be brought before Caesar! 

Ezechtel. There will be much surprise in Rome to learn that 
Caesar's jtrovernor has taken a traitor "under his protection, 
whose death the whole people desire. 

People, Thou must let him be executed, else will there be no 
peace in the land. 

Pilate. What evil hath he done? 1 cannot, I dare not condemn 
the innocent to death. 

Caiaphas, Am I allowed a question? Why art thou so anxious 
about the condemnation of this man, thou who a little 
while ago, for a seditious cry, caused hundreds to be put 
to death without trial and without sentence, by thy soldiers ? 

Pilate (to a servant). Bring water. 

Caiaphas. The people will not move from here until thou hast 
pronounced sentence upon this enemy of Caesar's. 

People, Yes ! we will not move from this place till the sentence 
is pronounced. 
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Pilate (as the servant comes back with the water). I am 
compelled by your violence to yield to your desire. Take 
him and crucify him. But see ! (dipping his hands in the 
water). I wash my hands. I am innocent of the blood of 
this just man. It will rest upon you. 

Priests (1)1(1 people. We take it upon us, His blood, be upon 
us an J upon our children I 

Pilate. Let Barabbas he set free by the demand of the people. 
— Take him outside the city gates, that he may never 
set his foot on this land again. 

Chief Liktor, Take him and follow me. (Two roman soldiers 
lead him away by the street of Annas. Christ is then 
brought before the house of Pilate.) 

Pneats and people. Now hast thou judged aright. 

PUate, I have only yielded to your violent demands in order 
to avoid a greater evil, but I have no share in this blood- 
guilt. Let it be as I have cried so aloud: it falls upon 
you, and upon your children ! 

Priests and people. Good! Let it fall upon us and upon our 
children ! 

. Annas. We and our children will mark this day and with 
thankful joy speak the name of Pontius Pilate. 

People, Long live our Gk)vemorl Long live Pontius Pilate I 

Pilate. Brin^ fi)rth the two murderers from the prison. The 

chief Lictor shall deliver themover to the armed men 

They have merited death — much more than the accused. 

Ckieflictor (behind the scenes). Will you go on, you wretches. 

Two soldiers. Have ye not well deserved it? 

Chief Lictor. Drive them on, the scum of mankind! 

Rabin (to the Pharisees.) Ha! That is fit company for the 
lying Messiah on liis last journey. (The captain enters 
with soldiers. Christ in the midst, through the gate.) 

Pilate (to the two murderers). Of you and your crimes will 
the earth soon be rid. You shall die upon the cross. 
The death sentence will now be read. 
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Aurelius the scribe (stands up and reads.) I, Pontius Pilate 
viceroy of the mighty Claudius Tiberius Caesar, in Judea, 
at the desire of the High priest, the Sanhedrim, and the 
whole Jewish people pronounce the sentence of death 
upon a certain Jesus of Nazareth, who is accused of 
having incited the people to revolt and forbidden them to 
pav tribute to Caesar and of havinf^ proclaimed himself 
King of the Jews. The same shall be taken outside the 
city walls and there shall be nailed to a cross, between 
two malefactors, who liax e been also condemned to death 
for many robberies and inurders; and be brought from 
life to death. Given at Jerusalem on the evening before 
the Passover. (He breaks his truncheon.) 

Pilate (dejectedly.) Now take him and crucify him-. (Turns 
quickly and goes inside.) 

Caiaphas, Triumph! The victory is ours! The enemy of the 
Synagogue is destroyed! 

Priests and people. Away with him to Golgotlia! 

People, Long live the Sanhedrim! 

Priests and Pharisees. Long live the nation I 

Antuis. Hasten, that we may return home in time to eat 
the Passover lamb. 

Priests and Pharisees, We will hold this passover with joy, 
as our fathers did in Egypt. 

Caiaphas. Away, throu<i;h the midst of Jerusalem will our 
triumphaet procession go! 

Rahbi, Where are his followers? We invite them to cry 
hosanna ! 

People (Kushincr awav, with wild cries!) Up and away! Away 
to Golgathal Cume and see him die upon the cross I 
Oh joyful day! The enemy of Moses is thrown down! 
Now he receives his reward ! So will it be with all, who 
despise the law! He deserves the death on the cross! 
Happiest Passover! Now is joy returned to Israel! It is 
finished with the Galilean! 
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Part III. 

From the condemnation through Piiate to the glorious Resurretion of the Lord. 

Act XV. 

The way to die Cross. 

PROLOGUE. 

The sentence of death, wrung from Pilate, is spoken. 
Forth on His way to tiie place of the skulls 
Jesus is staggering now, laden down with the 
Weight of the Cross. 

Isaac once carried upon his own shoulders, 
Wood for the sacrifice up to the mountaintop, 
There himself as sacrifice to be offered, by tiie 
Will of Jehovah. 

Tlie weight of the cross, Jesus bears without murmer, 
Thereon to sacrifice His sacred body. 
Soon will it be a source of rich blessing 
This tree of Life. 

Everi as the serpent by Moses uplifted 
There m the desert, brought healing when looked to, 
So salvation and blessing and comfort now come from 
The tree of the cross. 



First Tableau. 

Isaac bearing the wood up Moont Moriah. 

Chorus: 

Worship now, and render thanks! 
He who drank the cnp of pain 

'i () the ci u».N ot (IralU now f?oes, 
Ueconciles the world with God. 



Second Tableau. 
Tlie Brazen Serpent. 

Ghoras: 

E'en as the wood for sacrifice 
Isaac himself to Moriab bore, 
With His Cross laden, Jesas faints, 
Yet bears it on to Golgatba. 
Worship now, and render thanks &c. 

(as above.) 

Pierced by nails on high is reined 
On the Cross the Son of Man. 
Here in Moses' serpent see 
Easly symbol of the Gross. 
Worship now, and render thanks &c. 

(as above.) 



Christ bearing his cross is lead to Golgotha and met by his mother. Simon of 
Cyrene is choosen to bear the cross. The women of Jerusalem weep for Jesus. 

I. Scene. 

Mary, John, Joseph of Arimathaea, Magdalene, Kleopha, Salome (Coming from Betliany). 

Mary. Oh beloved disciple, where has my Jesus gone, since 
you last saw him, in the house of CaiaphasI 

John. If the priesthood could liave their own way, then would 
he be already numbered with the dead. But they cannot 
cany out sentence without the consent of the Governor. 
And Pilate, I hope, will not sentence him, for he has done 
nothing wrong; on the contrary, He has done only good. 

Magdalena. () may the Lord incline the heart of the <rovernor 
to justice, tlKit he may protect the innocent against the 
wiles of the wicked. 

Mary, Oh friends, where shall we go, that 1 may see my Son 
again? I must see Him I But where can I find Him? 
Perhaps he languishes in deepest dungeon 1 

Kleopha, Ah! The beloved teacher in prison! 

J<^eph. There is no one is to be seen, of wh«)m we mi<i;ht 
inquire. I know not what it means; it is ail so deserted 
here! 



John. The best thin^ would be to to Nicodemiis. There 
we will more surely learn whcit has happened to the beloved 
master. 

Mary* Yes, let us go there. Every moment of this uncertainty 
increases my anxiety as to the fate of my Son. 

John, Come, dear Mother, be strong in faith. What ever happens, 
it is God's will. (Cries are heard from afar ofT.) 

People (behind the scenes). On, on with himl 

Joseph. What is it? This dreadful noise? 

Salome. A thousand voices! What can it be! (They stand 
still and listen.) 

II. Scene. 

The same. Priests Pharisees, People, soldiers still outside the closed gate. 

People, He dies, and whoever holds with him, down with him. 

Agrippa. Is the burden too heavy for thee now? 

People, Drive him with violence that we may get on to Calvary. 

Faushts, Halt. He will be down! (Laughter). 

Joseph. What are we to do. In this dreadful commotion we 
cannot go further into the city. 

Salome, I tremble with fear! 

Mary. What can this noise mean? Surely it cannot concern 
my Son? 

Joseph, It seems as if a riot has broken out' 

John, We will remain quietly here until this storm has blown 
over. 

III. Scene. 

The same. Simon of Cyrene (comes out from the right of the inner stage). 

Simon. T must now hasten, if 1 wish to get into the city; 
the eve of the jt^reat feast advances. 1 have but little time 
in which to buy all that is needful and return home 
in time. 
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Priests and People (always behind the scenes). Do not let him 
rest. On, drive him with blows! 

Simon (Hstening). I hear a great noise, a p;reat cry ! What 
can have happened in the city ? 1 must listen, perhaps my 
ears have deceived me. 

KaHlena. Thy staggering does thee no good, thou must on 
to Golgatha. 

Aliaueriis. Away from my house. Here^is no place for thee 
to rest! 

People. Out on Calvery he can rest enough 1 

Kleopha. Ah! The wild outrcy is coming nearer aud nearer! 

Simon. The noise grows louder. 1 will hasten my pace and 
see what it is. (Coming to the city gate which opens.) 
Who comes there? 1 cannot enter. 1 will wait and see 
what it is. 

■ 

IV. Scene. 

The same. All come through the gate, first the captain with ten Koman soldiers, 
then the executioners with Christ aud the malefactors, then Priests, Pharisees and 
people; some women come out from the left of the center stage. 

Joseph (before they are visable). 1 think the crowd is coming 
out of the city gates 1 

John (after the captain and soldiers are visable). It appears 
that some one is being lead to Calvery, to execution. 

Mary (as Christ appears). It is he! Ah, God! It is my Son! 
It is my Jesus! 

John, Ma^rdalene and Salome, Mother, beloved Mother! 
(surround her). 

jLicior, He will be left on the road. 

Captain (giving Christ a flask). Here, strengthen thyselfl 
(Christ takes it but docs not drink). 

Mary, Ah ! So I see thee, led to death, even as a malefactor 
between malefactors! 

John. Mother! It is the hour he told us of! It is the 
Father's will. 
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Captain, Thou wilt not drink? Then drive him on. 

Nero (shaking and striking him). Move I King of the Jews. 
(Christ falls). 

Fausius, Away, Collect all thy strength! 

Catelma. Do not pretend to be so weak. Thou must go on 1 

Mary, Ah! Where is sorrow like unto my sorrow! 

Catelina, He is too feeble. Some one must help, or elsoe* 

Rabbi, Here is this stranger (pointing to Simon). 

Pharisees, Only sie«e him! 

Captain. Come here, thou hast broad shoulders, that can 
carry something. 

Simon. I — no — I must — 

Nero. Yes thou must — or blows! 
,Simon. I do not know — 

Captain. Thou wilt know; soon enough, no refusal. 

Fausttis, Or thou wilt feel my arm! 

PliariaecS' Strike him, if he will not go! 

Simon, I am innocent. I have committed no offence! 

Captain. Silence ! 

Simon (as he is being pushed). But not with violence (perceiving 
Christ). What do I see! It is the holy Man of Nazareth! 

Fatistus. Thy shoulder here ! (They take the cross of Christ 
and lay it upon Simon). 

Simon. For love of thee will I carry it. Ah ! would thai through 
doing it I might make myself useful to thee! 

Christ, God bless thee and thine! 

Captain. Now, forward I Thou followest with the beam of 
the cross! 





Catilina. See how we are waiting on theei Even the cross 
has been taken from thee! 

Faustus, Dost thou need any thing further? (shakes him). 

Captain. Let him be. We will halt a little wliile, so that he 
may recover before ascending the hill. (Some women of 
Jerusalem approach). 

Caiaphas, Still another halt! When will we come to Calvary? 

Veronica. O Lord ! How thy face is covered with blood and 
sweat ! Wilt thou not wipe it. (handing him a linen cloth). 

Christ (takes the cloth, wipes his face and gives it back). 
Compassionate soul! The Father will reward thee. 

Seophora, Thou dearest Teacher I 

Hebcccah, Ah I my never to be forgotten benefactor! 

Suscmne. Noblest friend! Is it thus thou art rewarded! 
(all weep). 

Judith. Is it possible? Such ingratitude! (to Christ). Ah! 
how I pity thee! 

Christ* Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but for 

3^ourselves and your children. For behold the days are 
comintr when they shall say »Blessed are the barren and 
the wombs that never bare, and the paps that never gave 
suck. They shall cry to the mountains, fall on us, and 
to the hills, cover us. For if they do this in the green 
tree wliat shall be done in the dry?« 

Rctchel. What will it become of us and our children ! (The 
women weep.) 

Judith, Woe to us, o fearful future! Woe to Israel! 

Captain. Away with these woman folk. It it time for us to 
go on. 

Catilina. What use are woman*stearsl Get back! 

Fauatifs and Nero. So, on with thee, to the hill of death! 
People, yuick on to Calvary! 

Rabbi. Are we really oing on again at last? 

NatiianaeL The Captain is much too considerate. 
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Priests. Do not be so caretul fur himl (They go on.) 



V. Scene. 
The same. A servant of Pilate. 

Servant Halt I — By order of the Governor, the Captain shall 
immediately appear before him and await further orders. 
(Ail halt.) 

CaiapJuts, What does this mean! What further orders are 

required ? 

Tlic death sentence has been spoken and must be 
carried out without loss of time! 

Captain (with dio^nity and earnestness.) No, this will not be 
carried out until \ have received in.structions from my lord. 

(To soldiers and lictors). In the mean while, keep tlie 
needful watch, and <i;o with the condemned to (ioli^rotlia. 

Tlwn (pointing to Simon; dismiss this man and await my return. 
According to the orders that I receive, will every thing- 
be carried out. (Exit with the servant.) 

People (On the way to Gnlorotha; confused cries.) On, on to 
Golf^otha! To the cross with himl To the cross I He 
dies on the cross ! Hail Israel ! The enemy is over throw n ! 
His death is our safety ! We are freed I Long live, long 
live the Synagogue! 

Seopiwra. What unearthly cries! 

RacJies. Oh! the blinded people! (The women follow the 
procession weeping,) 

John. Mother will we not go back to Bethany. Thou wilt not 
be able to look upon this sight. 

Mary, How can a mother leave her child in the last and 
bitterest need! 

KleopJia. But thou mayest suffer, too, if they recognises thee 

as his mother. 

Mary, 1 will suffer with him. Scorn and disgrace I will share 
with him and die with himl 

John. If only the physical strength does not give way. 
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Mary, Fear nothing. I have prayed to God for strength ; the 
Lord has heard me. 
Let us follow them. 

All. Beloved Mother, we follow thee (The curtain falls after 
they have passed the center stage. 

/ 

XVL Act. 

Jesus on Calvary. 
Chorus appears clothed in black. 

PROLOGUE. 

(Ifelodrama.) 

Up, pious souls, arise and go 

Full of remorse, of pain, and thanks, 

Witli me to Golgotha, and see 
What for your saving here befell. 
There dies the mediator between God 
And sinners, the atoning death. 

Ah! naked, only cloth'd with wonnds. 
Here lies He on the Cross for thee; 
The vengeance of the wicked gloats, 

Malicious, o'er His nal^edness, 
And He, who thee, O sinner, loves. 
Is silent, suffers, and forgives. 

I hear His limbs already crack, 
As they from out their joints are dragg'd; 
Whose heart doth it noth cause to qaalce 
When he the hammer's stroke doth hear, 
Whose ringing blows, through hands and 

feet, 

Alas! the cruel nails must drive? 

Tlie blows of the hammer arc heard Dehind the 
scenes. The curtain rises; Christ lies upon the 

Cross, 

Up, pious souls, draw near the Lamb 
Who freely gives Himself for you. 
Behold Him on the Cross of doom, 
See bow He hangs 'tvrixt murderers, 
He, Son of God, His life-blood gives. 
And ye no tears give back to Him? 



Himself His murderers to forg^fve. 
We hear Him to the Fatlier pray; 
And soon, 0 soon, He ends His life, 
That we eternal death escape! 

His side a spear doth pierce full sore, 
And opes to us His heart sill more. 

Choragas (sings): 

0 who can this high love conceive 

Which loveth even unto death, 

Not hating e'en the murd'rous hand, 

Still blessing, pardons them? 

The whole Chorus: 

O bring to this great Love 
But pious heart's emotion, 
Upon the Altar of tho Cross 
As a great Oilering there. 

Christ is nailed upon the cross. He is mocked. His last words aod death. The 
descent from the cross. The precaution of the Jews in placing a guard. The 

burial of the body of Jesus. 

I. Scene. 

Calvary. Same people as in the preceeding scene. 

Lictors (after the crosses of the two malefactors have been 
raised.) We are done with these. Now we must raise 
the King of the Jews upon his throne. 

Pharisees. Not Kingl Malefactor! Blasphemer! 

Captain, But first, by order of the Governor, this inscription 
must be affixed to the cross. Faustus, see how lucky 
you are ! Nail this shield above there, on the cross. 

Fausttts. An escutcheon! Ha, ha! This looks truly royal. 
(Nails it on.) 

Captain. Lay hold now and lift up cross. 

Caiilina, Up! with all your strength! 

Nero, Good, now the cross stands fasti 

Captain. The painful act is done. 
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Caiapha^. And admirably done. Thanks and applause from 
us all! 

Pharisees* Thanks and applause from us all! 

Caiaphas. This day will be a festival forever! 

Pharisees, Yes truly it will be a joyful festival forever. 

Antias. Now I will go gladly be gathered unto my fathers, 
for' 1 have had the joy of seeing this malefactor upon 
the cross (Looking at the cross). But the inscription upon 
the cross seems to me very short. 

Rabbi (f^^oing nearer). Yes, that is mockery I an insult to the 
Sanhedrim and the people! 

Caiaphas, What is written there? 

Anion. The Rabbi is right. The Council cannot let this so 
remain. 

Rabbi. It says : Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews. 
(The executioners seat themselves at foot of the cross.) 

Caiaphas (going near and reading). Truly is the honour of 
the nation attacked. 

Pharisees. This title must be taken off. Down with it, tear 
it down! 

Caiaphas. We dare not lay hands on it ourselves. But Ivabbi 
and Saras go quickly to the Governor, and demand, in 
the name of the High Council and the assembled people 
that this inscription be changed. He must write that he 
himself said: I am the King of the Jews. 

Rabbi and Saras, We will hasten there immediately. 

Caiaphas, Then request also that the bones of the crucified 
be broken before evening and their bodies be taken 
down from the cross for it would be improper that they 
should hancr upon the cross on the day of the great feast, 
(Rabbi and Saras leave). 

Catilina, Now, comrades, let us divide our heritage. See, his 
mantle divides into four parts. (Dividing it) But his- 
robe is without seam. Shall we divide it also? 

Faustus. No, it is better to cast lots for it, 

10 
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Agrippa, Here are dice, I will try my luck first. (Throws.) 
Too low! I have lost 

Catelina. Hello, up there! If thuu, upun liie cross, canst 
work wonders, then give me good luck (throws). 

The rest of the lActqrs (laughing.) What knows he of us ? 

Nero. I ought to have good luck. Fifteep ! Almost enough. 
But you try now, Faustus, 

Fauatm, I mi+^t have it. (throws). 

Caiilena, Eighteen. That is the highest. 

Agrippa, It is thine — So take it. 

Nero. Thou art not to be envied. 

Rabbi (coming back.) Our mission was in vain. 

Saras, He would not hear us. 

Caiaphas. Did he give you no apswer ? 

JRabbi, Only this: What 1 have written, 1 have written. 

Annas (to himself). Unbearable ! 

Caiaphas. What answer did he give about the breaking of bones ? 

Rabbi, Concerning this he said the Captain would receive orders. 

Josue (mocking, looking up to the cross). So it will renieiin 
written there : King of the jews. Hello, there, if tliou art 
King of Israel, come down from the cross, that we may 
see and beliewe! 

Mieear. Thou, — Thou that destroyest the temple of God^ 
and buildest it up again in three days, save thyself! 

Caiaphas. lia ! He saved others, Himself he cannot save ! 

Nun, Come down, Thou art the Son of jGrodl — Thou hast 
said it thyself! 

Annas. He has trusted in God. He would save him now, 
if He were well pleased with him! 

Nero, How! Dost thou not hear? 

Catilina and Agrippa, Show thy power, tiiou great Jewish King. 
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Christ. Father, forgive them, for they know not what the}' do ! 

Milics, left thief (roughly) Hear est thou ? If thou art the Christ, 
save thyself and us. 

TJie thief on the ri^ht, Dismas (to the one on the left). Dost 
thou not fear God ? thou who art condemned to the same 
penalty We indeed suffer justly , for we receive the 
reward for our evil deeds. But this man has done nothing 
amiss. (To Christ.) Lord remember me, when thou comest 
into thy kingdom ! 

Christ. Verily. I say unto thee, today thou shalt be with me 
in Paradise. (Mary and John come forward under the cross.) 

Caiaphas. He assumes command over the gates of Paradise ! 

Rabbi. Is His arrogance not yet gone from him, even when 
he hangs helplessly upon the cross? 

Christ (looking down at Mary and John). Woman, behold thy 
son. — Son, behold thy Mother! 

Mary. So thinkest Thou, dying, of thy mother ! 

John. Thy last wish, will be sacred to me — Thou, my Mother — 
I thy son! 

Christ. 1 thirst. 

Captain. He suffers from thirst and calls for a drink. 

Faustus. 1 will hand it to him at once. 

Catilina. He shall have it. 

Fcinsttis. Here I Drink ! 

Christ. Eloi ! Eloi 1 Lama Sabachtani ! 

Pharisees and people. Hear ! He calls upon Elias ! 

Caiaphas (mocking). We will see if Elias comes to deliver him ! 

Christ (with a loud voice). It is finished! 

Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit. (He 
bows his head. Earth quake, all show by looks and bearing 
the signs of terror.) 

Enan. What is that? The earth trembles! 
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Hebron* A fearful earth quake ( 

Achinis (to his neig^hbours). Do you hear the noise of the 
falling rocks? Woe to us! 

Captain, Truly this was a just man 1 

Soldiers. God himself gives witness him through this 
convulsions of nature. 

Captain. This patience in the greatest sufferinf]^, this noble 
peace, this loud cry to Heaven the moment before his 
death — that told of something higher — Verily He is 
the Son of God I 

Gaddi. Come neighbours. I will stay no longer in this fear- 
ful place. ^ 

Helon. Yes, let us go home. God be merciful unto us I 

Several (striking their breasts). Lord, Almighty ! We have 
sinned, deliver ns 1 (They depart with bowed heads. The 
people disperse with like expressions of fear and contrition). 
(The middle curtain falls). 

Zorobabel (hurrying in). High Priest, and assembled council \ 
In the holy place a terrible thin^; has happened. Ah! I 
tremble yet, in every limb I 

Caiaphas (full of terror). What is it? Not the temple? 

Annas. Has it fallen? 

ZarclHihel. Not that. But — the veil of the holy of holies is 
rent in twain (Si^s of terror). I hurried with trembling 
feet, to notify you, though I thought each moment the 
earth would open with this terrible earthquake. 

Priests and Pharisees. Horrible! Horrible! 

Caiaphas, This has this wretch done, through his magic art. 
It is well that he is out of the world ; otherwise he would 
throw all the elements into disorder! 

Prie^its and Pharisees, Cursed be the ally of Beelzebub ! 

Caiaphas. Let us hasten thither and see what has happened. 
But I will immediately return here again. For I cannot rest 
until I have seen that his bones are broken, and his body 
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thrown into the pit of the maietactors (Exit, with Priests 
and Pharisees). 

II. Scene. 

The same, without the Priests and I'hr.risees. 

NicodeDius. (coniinjr foward on the procenium with Joseph of 
Ariinathaea) Shall then the sacred Bodv of the Christ 
suffer such dishonour and be thrown into the grave of a 
transgressor? Is there no way to prevent it? 

Joseph. Friend, hear my resolution ! T will nro at once to Pilate 
and beg of him the body of Jesus. This favour he will not 
deny me. I hen we will pay our last honours to the 
beloved Teacher. 

Nicodemus. Yes, do so, Friend. I will brin^ spices, that we 
may embalm him! (Go out at different sides). 

Captain (to the women who are standing a little back from 
the cross.) Do not fear, good women, come near. No 
harm be done you. 

Magdalena. (hastens fownrd with outstetched arms to the 
foot of the cross, throws herself down, clasping it.) Oh! 
my beloved Teacher, my heart hangs with thee u})< )n the cross! 

Servant of Pilate, (going over to the Captain) By the command 
of my lord, the Governor, shall the limbs of the crucified 
be broken, and their bodies taken down. Before the eve 
of the great feast all must be linished. 

Captain. It shall be done at once. Men, get up and break the 
legs of those two first. (The servant goes away.) 

Catilina. Let us quickly end this heartbreaking business 
(climbs up). 

Fanstus. Strike hard, that he die! 

Catilina, This one will not wake again! 

Nero. The other I will soon put out of the world! 

Mary. Ah ! Jesus, they will not treat thy sacred body so 1 

Nero. Movest thou no more? No — he has his reward. 

Magdalena (going to the excutionerj. Ah! Spare him. Spare 
him ! 
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Catilina (luDkintr up). He is already dead; it is not necessary 
to break his bones. 

Fausiiis. To be sure of his death I will open his heart with 
my lance. (Pierces his side with the lance.) 

Women (Turning away as the lance is thrust). Ah! 

Magdalena. Ah ! beloved Mother. This thruSt had pierced 
thtougb thine heart also I 

Captain, Now take down the bodies from the crosses. 

Agrippa, Whither shall we take them? 

taptain. As the law ordains, into ihe grave of the transgressors. 
Mary. What a word I It wounds my heart anew! 
Nero, Ladders here! Thesfe will sooti be taken away. 

Magdalena (going over to the Captain). Ah 1 May we not pay 

the last honours to our Friend? 
Captain, Unfortunately it is not in my power to grant your request. 
Faustus, Only climb up. I will hold it. 

Catilina, And I will look after the other one. 

III. »tbnt. 

The same. Caiapbas, Annas, Rabbi, Salomon, Josaphat Saras, Then mate*s servant 

with Joseph. Nicodemus widi servants. 

Caiaphas (entering). It will be a still greater satisfaction, to 
see the body of this wretch thrown into the malefactors 
pit, now tiiat we have seen with our own eyes the desolation 
he has caused in the temple. 

Annas. It would delight my eyes, to see his body torn by 

wild beasts. 

Caiaphas. Ah ! They are alreadv beiuL* taken down. Our desire 
Will soon be griitifiecl. ' 

Servant of Pilate (entering with Joseph, to the Captainl The 
Governor has sent me, to ask yon if Jesus of Nazareth is 
really dead, as this man has reported him. 
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Captain. It is true. Look for yourself. Fur greater certainty 
a spear was thrust into his heart. 

Servant. Then, I am instructed to inform thee, that the fjover- 
nor has presented the body to this man, Joseph of Ah- 
mathae (exit). 

Women (among themselves). Ah! consoling news! 

Rabhi. The traitor to the Synagogue i He has defeated us 
again ! 

Anwis, And spoiled our triumph! 

Caiaphas (to the captauii. We will not permit that he be 
placed elsewhere than in the pit of the trans^i cssors. 

Captain. As the body is <:(iven to this man it is an understood 
thing that he can bury it how and where he chooses. 
That cannot be disputed. (To his mem. Men, our duty 
is done. We will return. (They go away). 

Annas, Now that the body is in the hands of his friends, W(e 
must be on our guard. For this deceiver said: during 
his life time, that after three days He would rise again. 

Rdbbi, How easely can the people prepare new deceptions 
and new difficulties for us. His disciples can secretly 
cany him away by night and say: He is risen. 

Caiaphatf. Then were the last error worse than the first. 
Let us at unce to Pilate and send a guard to keep 
watch until the third day. 

Mary, Jolint Nicodemus, Magdalena, Salome, Kleopha, Johanna, Servant. 

Magdalena. Are they gone at last, these angry men? 

Take comfort, beloved Mother. See, now we are alonfe 
with our friends. The mockery and reviling are silenced; 
and the holy evening stillness surrounds us. Be comforted ! 

Alary. O my friends. What my Jesus suit'ered has this Mother's 
heart shared with him. Now it is finished, he has gone 
unto the rest of the Father. 

Heavenly rest and comfort have also entered into 
my heart! 
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Magdalena. ^'es, Mother, remember the words He spuke to 
thee as He departed from Bethany. Tliou shouldst share 
His death struggle with Him, and also His victory. 

Mary, That Is my hope, my comfort. 

Magdalena. Truly. He is not separated from us forever. We 
will see him again. He has promised it to us; His word 
is truth. 

Salome, And we have still w4th us this, His sacred Body, to 
soothe the pains of parting. 

John, God be thanked, that the sacred Body has not been taken ' 
away from us, was not given over to contempt and dis- 
honour. (The women wait silently until the body is 
taken down.) 

Kleapha, See, soon they will bring down to us the mortal 
remains of the glorified Friend. 

Mary. Noble men, bring to me soon, the hody of my beloved Child. 

Salome, Come friends, let us arrange this linen to receive 
His body. 

Magdalena. Mother, wilt thou rest a little while upon this 
seat until we arrange a place for Him, at thy feet. (Mary 
seats herself upon a stone. The others make ready the 
winding-sheet.) 

Joseph. O sweet, sacred burden, come upon my shoulders. 
(He brings down the body.) 

Nicodemus (assisting). Come sacred body, of my beloved Friend! 
Let me fold thee in my arms. Ah! how the mad fury of 
thy enemies have torn thy flesh 1 (The body is taken 
down and laid upon the winding sheet). 

John. Once again the beloved Son rests in his loved Mother's 
arms. 

Mary. O my Son, how thy body is covered with wounds I 

/o/m. Mother, from these wounds flow blessing and salvation 
for mankind. 

Mary {Mary rests the head of Christ upon her left knee. — 
Holds his right hand in hers). Ah, once at Bethany. Now 




on Calvary ! — So that was the way that the Father traced 

for Thee. 

Magdalena. See, Motlier, the peace of Heaven rests upon his 
still, white face. 

Nicodemiis. Let us anoint Him, and wrap Him in this new 
clean linen cloth. 

Joseph. He shall be laid m the new tomb, that 1 have liad 
hewn out of the rock in my garden. 

Salouir. Dear Master, one more tear of love upon thy lifeless 

body. 

Magdalena. Ah! let me again kiss the hand that so often 
blessed me. 

Kleopka. Ah t will this hand ne'er bless us again ? Will this 
mouth, that has made known to us words of salvation, 
ne'er speak again? 

John. He will keep his word. We will see Him again, the 
loving, heavenly Friend. 

Joseph (to Nicodemus) I am blessed indeed, that I have been 
found worthey to lay in its place of rest, the sacred body 
of Him sent from God. (They lift up the body and 
carry it to the tomb. 

John, Let us follow to the place where the beloved of our 
hearts will rest, 

Mary. The last service that I can render to my Jesus. 
(xMagdalena and John lead her). 

Joseph, Now come, friend, to weep his death. 

Nicodemus. Ah! this man, filled with inspiration and truth. 
How has he deserved such a fate? (They go out). 

xvn. Act 

The Resurrection. 
PROLOGUE. 

Peace and Joy are ours, for: It is accomplished! 

Freedom His conliicl, and uic His death gives us! 
Oh the heart of the redeemed 
Glows with love and with gratitude I 
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Lowered into tomb, resteth now the. Holy one, 

But only for briefs repcxse, for the Anointed will not 

Be touched by decay, 

But Will risb again in tht newness of life. 

Then with might will the Lord rend the tombs poirtitl; 
From out the gloom of the night, beaming with radience. 

To His enemies confusion. 

Ascend up into His glory eternal. 

Burial Song. 

boftJy rest now, sacred body 
In the stillness of the grave. 
I^edt in ^eacd hrom ani labor 
Softly rest within earth's bosom 
Till Thou Shalt b^ glorified. 
Never shall Thy Holy body 
To corruption be a prey. 
Christian, low in veneration 
Bow your head upon yonr staff; 
By His grave now take your station, 
Who for gifts of consecration, 
But a simple heart demands. 



Jesus rises. i he watchers at the tomb are terrified. Many women come to the 

tomb. Christ's Ascension. 

TitQS. Pedius. Rttfus. Cajus. Seated or lying near the gpravfe. 

Cajus (wakingf up from his sleep.) Brothers, is not the night 
nearly over? 

Titus. Nearly. The red glow of morning climbs already into 
the heavens. A splendid spring day smiles upon tts. 
(Earthquake.) 

Rufus, Woe ! The earth is opening ! (Thunder and lightning.) 

Titus. Away from the rock! It is totterinor! It is falling I 
(An angel muves the stone away, Christ rises.) 

Pedius. Immortal gods I What do I see! 

Titus, I am going blind! 1 am struck witli fire from heaven ! 
(Throws himself down. Some fall upon their knees, covering 
their faces> 6thers bow thdr heads tb the eartii.) 
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Cajus (after a little while, still upori his knees.) Brothers; 
What has happened tu us ! 

Titus* The apparition has gone, (Takes up his weapon and 
rises to his feet.) Take courage, brothers ! We have 
nothing to fear, for we have done nothing evil. 

Pedius. I saw a form in the ^ave as of a Man but His face 
shown as lightning, and his garments wher^ whiter than 
snow. 

Cajus. I also saw this form. Some higher power has done this. 

Titus (who has, in the mean time gone to the gatdeh door.) 
See the garden door is locked. (Looking unto the grave.) 
The stone is rolled away from the grave. The grave is 
open. 

Rufus (looking into the grave.) I do not see the body. 

Pedius. Here lie the linen cloths in which the body was 
wrapped. He is gone from the grave. 

Titus, He must have risen, for no man entered here. 

liujus. Nuw has been flilfilled what the Pharisees did not 
wish tu believe, but still feared. 

Pedius, He has kept His word! 

Titus. Yes, He has kept His word. Let us hasten to the 
Pharisees and tell them what has happened here. 

AIL That we will do. (They go out) 



Finale. 

PROLOGUE. 

He is risen? Sing all ye heavenly hosts I 
He is risen? Sinir all ye mortals! 

Tile Lion of Judah 

The head of the serpent hath trodden down 
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Oui fctuh is established! The most bhssful hopes in 
Our hearts are awakened by the type and the pledge of 

Our own resurrection. 

In exultant tones then sing: Hallelujah! 

We saw Him enter into Jerusalem 
Full of meekness to meet with deep humiliation. 
Let us gaze before parting 
On His triumphant festival of victory 

Behold He jiscends to the highest glory 
And full of majesty enters the new Jerusalem 

When He will gather 

Those whom He purchased with his own blood. 

By this sight inspired with hope and with joy 
Return home, oh friends lull of teuderest love for Him 
Who unto death loves you, 
And ill heaven will love you eternally I 

There resoundeth the son^ of victoiy everlasting: 
l^raise to liie Lamb who for us was slain. 

With our Saviour united 

There we shall all see each^other again. 



Chorus: 

H a i i e 1 u j a li I 

Overcome — Overcome 

The Hero hath conquered 

The might of the foe! 

Few hours only, in the gloom 

Of the grave hath he slept! 

Sing to Him in holy Psalms! 

Strew before him victory palms 1 

The Lord is risen! 

Rejoice, o ye Heavens! 

Sing, Earth, to the Victor! 

Hail to Thee who has risen 



Hallelujah! 



Last Tableau: 
Ascension. 

ho ru 8 : 

Praise Him, Conqueror of Death 
Once condemned on Golgatha! 
Praise Thee, amidst sinners Holy, 
Who for us on Calvary died ! 
Let our harps of concord sound, 
That the soul with joy may tremble 
To the Victor crowns now bring. 
Praise to Thee, who on the altar 
Gavest Thy blessed life for us! 
Thou hast purchased our salvation. 
After death — Eternal Life! 

Hallelujah! 
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Mess^ HUGO LANG & Go. 

14 Church Street 

LIVERPOOL 

RepreBentatives for the United Kingdom of 

Georg Lang sel. Erben, Oberammeigau 

beg to anaounce that at their Establishments 

a larire \ anely of 

Souvenirs of Oberammergau 

may be had viz: 
Crucifixes and other carved Wood Articles 

Photographs of the Passion PXay 

Views o! Oberammergau and District in Photographs 

and Photoehroms 

Pictorial Post Cards 

Books on the Passion Play etc. etc. 

In addition they beg^ to call attention to their large 

and varied stock of Pieturet of every description, 
Photographs, Photoehroms, Paintings & Fancy goods. 

Picture Frame Manufacturers and 
Fine Art Repositories 

14 Church Street Liverpool. 
24 Great Western Arcade Birmmgham. 
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^OBERAMMEROAU ahd 

J itfr PASSJON mx'V 

DtCfflcr. Aullittreti ; Wilder S. Mflna(n|, Trj 
Zcao Oieaer nit ) Terack, liliiktralort. 
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i'ublicaliou ib founded on the 



moai ezbtnstlKe aiudy of aU. iMici^t and modem, 

OberanuDcrgau faavB alsQ Hupx^Hed al data anid 

heirlooms in tbeir possession, in ^»rf!Ar ihst thl» 
Ba&k might ^ con\piete and ab&uiuteiy auUientio. 
If ABf of thii intvlMjlildi^ €kefl- 

i^os; r-rr-lirnt nnrjt ().L;r:iph3 hupplylii j t\\r r*^iiiaind<ptr. 

Coniplete history of Oberaminergau and Th« ^^assion 
Play^from 1634 to the pr^eut lU^. wUli tetitestibg 
description of tlie stifrou^id.lJB^ 'jffin^^ the 
eustoms of the neopifr. • ' ■ . ' - . \ A • 

thorn #bo .irm tlae ^asMon Ptay; wf^ffaa: 
-a valuable assistant to a proper underslanding 
anfl appreciation of th& Kltli^^e and the Play 

TbQ^e w'uo lio iiot cumH to UberamroorifJtau, wiii 
b« iMa^ritli tlM» help of the Tect aiiif lHii«^ioil^ 
to form a correit aud vivid i(l*>a of flui 8u''jf»ct. 

Noitd iuitiftssted lo the siihject can afford to toe 
without the book. .i ' i ; 

iUiottt 30O'||a|r€«^ <^^^ r. 
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»^ work hanug the pictuica oJ lltf- Ch^r^i^iJrsfcw.^^^^,^,.^^ 
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the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five eents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the apeoifled 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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